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home, influenced by several considerations among 
which hunger was probably the most important. 
At this hour Maiki and Seeta should have been 
bustling about the place, sweeping the little space 
in front of the hut or performing other duties, and 
a sense of foreboding seized him when he saw no 
one moving, and the purdah, or curtain, in the 
doorway, tightly closed. Pushing his way into 
his dwelling, he was greeted by Maiki, who, start- 
ing up, gave a shriek and immediately threw 
herself prone on the ground. From her cries and 
lamentations he could learn little beyond the fact 
that something had happened to Seeta — “ pearl 
among women,” “ heart of my heart,” &c. — but 
from the villagers who had now gathered round 
attracted by the noise, he learnt the sad facts. 
On the previous night, it seemed, the girl had left 
the hut to fetch a little fuel from the heap near 
by ; had called out and rushed back into the 
dwelling, pointed to her foot, and fainted. Maiki, 
looking at the spot indicated, had seen at once the 
marks of the fangs of a snake, and had rushed dis- 
tracted across the fields in the moonlight to a 
neighbouring village where there was a small 
dispensary, and implored the “ doctor baboo” to 
come at once. Apparently this official was in no 
great haste, and when they together reached the 
hut, poor little Seeta lay dead and cold. She had 
been bitten no doubt, the “ doctor baboo” said, by 
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a “ kala samp” or cobra. All this was related 
submissively, for is not every one’s fate written on 
bis forehead (or rather in the sutures of the skull), 
and is not the “ kala samp ” an object of worship 
and so not lightly to be offended ? Then, in the 
morning, the constables had come, and the body 
had been removed by low-caste people on a bier to 
the dispensary for examination. 

This was all. Boodhoo received the news in 
silence and dismissed his friends. He made no 
inquiries of Maiki — lying with dishevelled hair on 
the ground, and rending the air with her hysterical 
lamentations — but went out, washed at the well, 
cleaned his teeth with a small piece of wood, said 
his prayers, put on clean clothes, and walked to 
the little dead-house attached to the dispensary. 
Eight annas judiciously bestowed, procured him a 
glance at poor Seeta lying in her coarse shroud. 
He said nothing, nor offered to touch the corpse, 
but going quietly out, went to his work in the 
fields until the evening, when he returned to his 
hut. His wife, now a little calmer, had prepared 
his food, but he pushed it away, and after smoking 
in silence for an hour or so, laj T down on his string 
bedstead and drew his blanket completely over his 
head and body. Then Maiki, cautiously lifting her 
eyes from where she crouched in a corner of the 
dwelling, saw the blanket heaving as it was not 
wont to heave, and, as she watched the movement, 
the hunted scared look left her face and was 
replaced by one of almost contented satisfaction. 


A VILLAGE TRAGEDY. 
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Now at the headquarters station, some twenty 
miles away, there lived three Europeans : the 
Magistrate, the Superintendent of Police, and the 
Civil Surgeon. The first named occupied a 
bungalow by himself, but the police officer and 
the doctor lived in another together ; and on the 
day following the incidents related, a long blue 
paper was brought to the latter from the police 
station. By the orders of Government, whenever 
a suspicious death occurs in a district in India, the 
body is sent in to the Civil Surgeon to be examined 
and reported upon by him as to the real cause 
of death ; but it so happened that in this particular 
district, where roads were bad and few, such 
bodies wei’e often received in the hot and rainy 
seasons too decomposed to allow of a satisfactory 
conclusion being arrived at, so that official orders 
had been issued that, where the death occurred 
far from headquarters, the examination was to be 
made by the nearest Government Indian doctor in 
charge of a dispensary — the practice being safe- 
guarded by instructions that this official, whose 
professional ability and absolute integrity were 
occasionally questionable, should submit a post- 
mortem report, but should keep the stomach and 
certain other viscera in spirits in bottles until the 
orders of the Civil Surgeon were issued as to their 
disposal. Landon the doctor, and Marshall the 
policeman, were sitting smoking when the paper 
arrived ; which gave a somewhat sketchy descrip- 
tion of the state of the various organs, and re- 
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corded the fact finally that Musammat Seeta of 
Muddunpore had died of “ snake - bite.” But 
Landon screwed up his lips when he read the 
entry “ stomach contained partially digested food 
and some white, gritty substance,” and he threw 
the document across to Marshall with the inquiry 
as to whether he knew anything about the case. 
The latter read it, whistled, and immediately sent 
an orderly to summon the Inspector who had 
received the police report. What they heard 
about Boodhoo’s menage confirmed a suspicion 
which had at once occurred to them both, and 
a mounted orderly was sent out to bring in the 
bottle with its gruesome contents ; and on its 
receipt it was immediately sealed and forwarded 
to the Government Chemical Analyst. 

In a few days his report arrived. The “gritty 
substance” was arsenic in quantity sufficient to 
poison several people ; and Boodhoo and his wife 
were promptly arrested. The case was tried by 
the magistrate, and excited little interest. Bood- 
hoo, with unexpected intelligence, refused the 
offer of the services of a half - starved native 
lawyer whose only apparent means of subsistence 
was by blackmailing Indian gentlemen through 
the medium of a vernacular newspaper to whose 
columns, for a small consideration, the scribe had 
access — and both he and his wife were undefended. 
He pleaded innocence with a demeanour which at 
once aroused grave suspicion as to his guilt, but 
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Maiki, looking down to the ground with her shawl 
drawn over her head, said, “ I did it,” and con- 
tinued, “This man” (indicating her husband, but 
not looking in his direction) “ knows nothing 
about it. He was away. Seeta had taken him 
from me, and I killed her. I put arsenic in her 
food , 1 and when she died I made the marks in her 
foot which the ‘ doctor baboo ’ saw, with a large 
thorn. My little son ” (the shawl shook here) “ died 
of snake-bite, and I knew how the marks looked. 
No one else had anything to do with it.” Formal 
evidence was then given by the witnesses, and 
Maiki was committed to the Sessions where she 
received sentence of a long term of imprisonment, 
while undergoing which she died. 

Boodhoo, after listening to some severe com- 
ments from the magistrate on his conduct, which 
being delivered in Hindustani he unfortunately 
failed to understand, was acquitted ; and being set 
free, sat down under a tree in the vicinity of the 
court, cooked his food, smoked his “ hookah,” and 
presently wended his way back to his village. It 
is regrettable to have to add that he there re- 
ceived considerable sympathy in his misfortunes. 
But after some months he one day left the village 
with his children, without resigning his appoint- 
ment, and is believed to have taken service as a 
labourer on a railway embankment then under 

1 Poisons were then much more easily purchased and procured than 
they are now. 
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construction in a distant part of the country. 
And so he too passes out of this story ; which has 
the unusual merit of being true. When once one 
gets down to the bed-rock, human nature is very 
much the same in all races. 


VII. 


A RELIGIOUS FAIR. 

Far back in the Himalayas — in Himachul, land 
of the Eternal Snows and home of the Great Gods 
— there trickle from the feet of glaciers little 
rivulets which, coalescing, form larger streams, and 
these in their course southwards and downwards 
are fed hy tributaries and become the Alekananda, 
Mandakini, and Bhagirathi. Increasing in volume 
and strength and tearing through defile and valley 
in their rapid descent, they presently unite and 
run on together as the mighty Ganges — sacred to 
millions of men as flowing from the foot of Vishnu 
“ like the slender thread of a lotus flower.” De- 
bouching from the hills into the plains, she reaches 
the sacred centre of pilgrimage — Hardwar, the 
gateway of Hari or Vishnu — and is immediately 
seized upon by sacrilegious engineers, who steal 
away nearly all her substance to feed canals, and 
send her on, a sadly diminished stream, to recover 
herself, however, in size and power and with un- 
diminished sanctity, until she joins the Jumna and 
the invisible river Sarasvati at Pryag (Allahabad), 
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and hurries on to wash the steps of the temples at 
holy Kashi (Benares) and to cleanse away the sins 
of countless worshippers on her hallowed course to 
the sea. 

Hard war, to visit which is the cherished desire 
of all crood Hindus, is situated at the end of a 
long, elevated valley, the lovely district of the 
Dun, enclosed by an outer range of mountains, 
the Siwaliks, and the lower slopes of the Hima- 
layas. Immediately behind the little settlement 
itself are low hills ; while in front flows the deep 
and rapid river, sparkling and bright as it came 
from its distant source. The portion of the town 
which lies along the bank of this consists entirely 
of stone shrines and temples, the stately residences 
of great Hindu chiefs, and dhcirmsalcis, or rest- 
houses, the headquarters of the various mendicant 
religious sects. About half-way along the river 
front is the bathing-place, the sacred pool called 
Hari-ki-pairi in reference to the origin of the 
stream from the foot of Vishnu. This is the goal 
of the pilgrims who come in their hundreds of 
thousands from all parts of India every year to be 
cleansed from sin and all impurities, and here it is 
that, when life is past, the Hindu would have his 
ashes left after being gathered from the funeral 
pyre. There is a subtle charm about the spot, 
quite apart from its religious associations, which 
appeals to the most Philistine mind : Nature smiles 
in her solemn grandeur — a fitting place for the 
worship of the Preserver. 



A Bathing-ghat . 
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Fi’om the northern bank of the river' stretches 
for many miles an unbroken forest of tall um- 
brageous trees to where the foothills, also heavily 
wooded, extend in long spurs into the plains, 
divided by deep valleys passing up into the Hima- 
layas above, and forming the channels through 
which the mountain streams and torrents find their 
way to join the larger rivers below. The whole of 
this tract is but sparsely inhabited, for the climate 
for part of the year is deadly, and little agricul- 
ture is possible. Small clearings are met with 
here and there where the half-wild people raise 
their scanty crops, and across these are often 
stretched long ropes connected with bells which 
ring when pillaging animals visit the fields and 
come into contact with the entanglements. The 
great forests are full of game large and small, from 
the wild elephant, tiger, or bear, down to the 
little four-horned deer, the wild pig, and jungle- 
fowl. Boa-constrictors are occasionally seen, and 
the deadly and aggressive hamadryad ( Ophio - 
phagus claps), which is an extremely rare snake 
in this part of India, has been shot here. The 
view from Hardwar looking north is, indeed, 
superb. In the foreground is the bright and rapid 
river ; then come the dense and sombre forests, 
gradually coalescing and becoming continuous 
with the belt of tall conifers clothing the Hima- 
layan slopes ; while beyond the summits of the 
great hills above, rise the shining peaks of the 
Snowy Range. 
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About a mile below Hardwar is the picturesque 
little town of Kankhal — now, alas ! sadly marred 
in its beauty by the erosive action of the river — 
where there are other large and imposing clharm- 
scdcis ; and to the west again is Bhimgoda, a 
sacred shrine and pool, the washing in which 
should be included in the programme of all ortho- 
dox pilgrims — especially women. 

The town itself, apart from its strangely beauti- 
ful situation and its long facade of stately build- 
ings on the river bank, presents few objects of 
interest, and, with the exception of certain shrines 
and rest-houses, consists mostly of shops for the 
supply of food, cooking vessels, cloths, rosaries, 
&c., and of the lodging-houses for the accommoda- 
tion of pilgrims. It possesses railway and police 
stations, a little hospital, and bungalows for 
district officials, canal engineers, and visitors. Of 
course, the great centre is the sacred pool. 
Formerly a dirty collection of water, more or less 
circulating in a recess scooped out of the bank by 
the action of the river, and approached by steep 
and narrow stone stairs upon which numbers of 
people were frequently crushed to death, it is now, 
by the assistance of Government, converted into 
a broad pool through which the pure water of the 
stream is led in a constantly changing current, to 
which access is obtained by a high broad flight of 
shallow stone steps, and from whence an exit has 
been formed by the construction of a wide paved 
platform along the bank between the river and the 


A RELIGIOUS FAIR, 


191 


houses. Standing near the centre of the water 
is a little stone shrine upon which the engineers 
have affixed a board marked with numerals to 
indicate the height of the river, and which is 
frequently made obeisance to by the simple 
villagers under the impression that it is one of 
the numerous objects of veneration with which the 
locality abounds. A light iron bridge thrown 
across the front of the pool, safeguards the bathers 
from being swept into mid-stream, and is utilised 
for controlling purposes by officials. The water 
swarms with great mahseer — the “ Indian salmon,” 
so called from its game characteristics, but really 
a bill carp, the Barbus Tor — which are regularly 
fed by the pilgrims to the spot. Custom has made 
them quite fearless, and they take absolutely no 
notice of the bathers ; pushing their way through 
them with perfect equanimity. A handful of 
grain thrown into the water will bring them to- 
gether in an almost solid mass, all tumbling over 
one another, and among them are many of huge 
size. At Muttra, another very sacred bathing- 
place, water tortoises ( Trionyx ) are similarly fed 
by devotees. 

The little town is in a constant state of bustle. 
Crowds of monkeys infest the neighbourhood ; 
sacred bulls wander about the thoroughfares ; 
temple bells are constantly ringing ; a steady flow 
of dripping bathers is hurrying along ; faquirs squat 
under great mat umbrellas by the roadside ; and 
various monstrosities, such as cows with super- 


192 


THE SILENT INDIA. 


fluous legs hanging from their backs or necks, 
are exhibited by their owners for alms or gifts, in 
the streets and thoroughfares all round. On the 
outskirts are various minor but holy shrines ; while 
scattered about the site itself, and notably in the 
vicinity of one temple and bathing-place, are little 
unpretending monuments in masonry. They bear 
no names and are all now of considerable age, for 
they were erected in past times in honour of 
widows who had performed suttee. The rite had 
not actually been carried out here, but the ashes 
of the victim had been brought and bestowed in 
the sacred river and the little structure raised to 
her memory. They are very numerous, and it is 
impossible to view them, with a recognition of 
their import, without reflecting upon the awful 
tragedies to which they bear silent witness. Rough 
slabs of stone, upon which a rude figure of a woman 
is depicted, are not infrequently to be seen in out- 
of-the-way parts of‘India,and these probably usually 
denote the actual sites where the immolations took 
place. The practice of suttee was abolished by 
Government in 1829. The Abbfi Dubois, writing 
in 1816, has given us a graphic and distressing 
description of one of these gruesome ceremonies. 

By day and night the pool itself is thronged 
with bathers, worshipping according to an estab- 
lished ritual ; while the edges are crowded with the 
Brahman “pandas,” who minister to their religious 
wants, impart information regarding births, deaths, 
marriages, descents, relationships, and other family 
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details, carefully recorded in quaint long books 
written in the vernacular ; or carry out the cere- 
monies attendant on the dispersal of the ashes of 
those of the family who have died during the past 
year. If one looks through the clear water to the 
bottom of the pool, one may see there a snow- 
white deposit consisting of the calcined bones of 
generations of Hindus, which have been brought 
here in little cloth bags by the relatives — often 
from many hundreds of miles away. 

All castes and conditions of Hindu men and 
women are here : the stately Brahman, absorbed 
and abstracted in the performance of his devotions; 
the lusty youths and their young wives, full of life 
and gaiety ; the middle-aged matron with her 
children, shrieking half in fear and half in plea- 
sure as they are plunged under the water ; totter- 
ing old folk led by their relations ; the local priest 
tendering assistance and soliciting alms and bene- 
factions ; faquirs and religious ascetics and mendi- 
cants, some in saffron robes and others literally in 
dust and ashes, some emaciated to an extraordin- 
ary degree and others remarkably fat and sleek ; 
and certain unconcerned-looking individuals, with 
wicker plates in their hands, apparently scratch- 
ing the bottom of the pool with their feet. These 
last are feeling with their toes, which use has 
made almost like fingers, for articles of jewellery, 
rupees, &c., which votaries have dropped into the 
pool as offerings to the gods, and which, when 
fished up, will be placed in the platters they hold 
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in their hands — a proceeding which, curiously 
enough, appears to excite no feeling of disapproval 
among the people. Here are the manly Sikhs and 
Jats with their splendid physique; the Hindu 
residents of the Punjab ; the sturdy Rajput from 
Central India ; the Mahrattas and inhabitants of 
the Deccan, whose forefathers collected chouth (one 
quarter of the revenue) with some rudeness from 
the ancestors of certain modern Indian politicians ; 
the Hillmen ; the portly and sleek Bengali ; and 
the general population from the Upper Provinces, 
Rohilkhand and Oudh. They are all more or less 
worshippers of the Hindu Triad, the Trimurti — 
Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva : the Creator, Pre- 
server, and Destroyer, — and you may know the 
followers of the second by the mark of a trident, 
and those of Shiva by the horizontal line, on their 
foreheads. 

What are the tenets of the religion which has 
brought this vast concourse of people here to 
worship? Simple as the question seems, it is in 
reality very hard to answer. Hinduism is prob- 
ably the most eclectic form of belief in the world. 
It has largely absorbed Animism, worsted Budd- 
hism, and emerged almost unscathed from the 
attacks of fanatical Muhammadanism. The term 
Hindu includes the semi -savage of the jungles 
still partially clinging to the worship of nature- 
gods and forest deities, through various gradations 
up to the refined Vedantist of towns and cities. 
There have been great schisms, and there are 
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several to-day, but astute toleration is the watch- 
word of its leaders, and this explains its prominent 
position among the faiths of the land, and at the 
same time renders it so difficult to strictly define 
its essentials. But it may be permissible to make 
a few general observations on the subject. 

When Brahma the Creator resolved to create 
the world, he assumed the visible form of Vishnu. 
At this time the whole earth was covered with 
water, on which Vishnu floated sleeping on a bed 
which rested on a serpent. From his body sprang 
a lotus, from which issued Brahma who created 
the great island continents. The god Vishnu is 
the type of all that is best in Hinduism, and his 
worshippers number amongst them most of those 
who strive to throw off all the impurities and ex- 
travagances which have crept into the faith. Shiva, 
the Mahadeo or God Omnipotent, is, as Mr 
Sherring in his ‘Western Tibet’ truly says, a 
grim god, with whose worship, and that of his 
consort Kali, is associated most of what is cruel, 
brutal, or obscene. Brahma has comparatively 
few votaries, for, having created the world and 
stocked it, he is considered to take little concern 
with the management of it ; he is too remote and 
abstract an influence for popular worship. It is 
Vishnu who constantly reappears on earth — either 
in human or animal shape — interposing decisively 
at some great emergencv. The belief in these 
Avatars, descents or reappearances of Vishnu, 
constitutes one of the most essential and effective 
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doctrines of Hinduism, and it is thus that most of 
the famous saints, heroes, and demigods of romance 
are recognised as having been the sensible mani- 
festations of the Preserver. Shiva, or Siva, re- 
presents, as Sir Alfred Lyall says, the impression 
of endless and pitiless change. “ He is the de- 
stroyer and rebuikler of various forms of life, he 
has charge of the whole circle of animated creation, 
the incessant round of birth and death in which all 
nature eternally revolves.” 

But whatever may be their particular religious 
predilections, all orthodox Hindus recognise certain 
books as of divine authority ; especially the Vedas, 
the Institutes of Menu, and the Paranas. The 
first are of great antiquit}-, written in a very old 
form of Sanskrit, and deal with religion and 
philosophy. They are attributed to the inspired 
Vyasa and other rishis or patriarchal sages, “ the 
mind-born sons of Brahma,” and date from about 
1500 B.c. The Vedas proper are four in number, 
of which the Big- Veda is the most important, and 
bears internal evidence of being the original. It is 
the great fount from which is derived the know- 
ledge of the old and most genuine forms of the 
institutions, religious and civil, of the Hindus, 
and is probably the oldest surviving record in the 
world. The doctrines inculcated in these books 
much resemble those taught in Babylon, what 
Humboldt found in Mexico, and what the Saxons 
brought to England. The five great cardinal 
duties enjoined to be performed daily are : study- 
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ing the Veda ; making oblations to the Manes ; to 
fire in honour of the deities ; giving rice to human 
creatures ; and receiving guests with honour. The 
principle of caste is insisted on in the later 
text- books, when Brahmanical influence became 
pronounced. The four original castes were : the 
Brahmans, who were not necessarily priests, though 
all priests must be Brahmans ; sickness being the 
result of sin, they were necessarily the only 
physicians. The second was the Kshatriyas, or 
military caste. The third was the Vaisiyas, or 
merchant caste, which also practised husbandry. 
And last of all came the Sudras, stamped socially 
and morally as degraded beings ; the penalty for 
killing a Sudra was the same as that for killing a 
dog ; he never could be invested with the sacred 
cord and become a “twice-born” man. 

Nowadays among the members of the lowest 
caste a good many gradations are recognised. 
Caste, indeed, generally has been much weakened 
by the greater extent and variety of occupations 
introduced of late years. Brahmans may be seen 
earning their livelihood in many ways (though re- 
taining their privileges practically intact), and 
low-caste people have immensely benefited socially 
by the opening up of fresh fields of labour and 
enterprise. The day is possibly not far distant 
when the difficulty of obtaining men to carry on 
the most menial and lowest offices will become a 
very real and serious one. 

Our knowledge of the Vedas is largely derived 
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from the “ Institutes of Menu,” reputed to heave 
been compiled somewhere about the twelfth cen- 
tury before Christ. Menu, the reputed son or 
grandson of Brahma, to whom the latter made 
his revelation, is considered by many to correspond 
with Adam, and is claimed by Hindus as their 
patriarchal ruler and legislator, the primeval sage 
and progenitor of mankind. The sage Vrihaspeti 
says in his law tract : “ Menu held the first rank 
among legislators because he had expressed in his 
code the whole sense of the Veda ; that is, no code 
was approved which contradicted him ; that the 
Shastras (annotations on sacred works) retain 
splendour only so long as Menu, who taught the 
way to just wealth, to virtue, and to final happi- 
ness, was not seen in competition with them.” 

Much change took place before the appearance 
of the Paranas, eighteen in number, the sacred 
books believed by many to have been written by 
the authors of the Vedas ; but evidence seems to 
show that they were compiled at various and com- 
paratively recent periods, and probably none are 
more than a thousand years old. The}’ record the 
achievements of gods and heroes and repeat much 
of what is contained in the great epics, the 
Mahctbharata and the Ramayana. Space does 
not permit of a lengthy reference to these last- 
named works, but it is certain that some acquaint- 
ance with them is necessary to enable the dweller 
or traveller in India to understand the sentiments 
of the people towards their most popular deities. 
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The Mahabharata is the history of “ the Great 
War ” (Mafia Bharat) between two branches of a 
reigning dynasty in the misty past which derived 
its lineage from the moon. The drama opens with 
the appearance of Pandu and Dhritarashtra, who 
are contending for the possession of Hastinapura, 
a territory to the north-east of Delhi, which still 
retains the ancient designation. The family of 
Pandu consists of five sons, Yudishthira, Bhima, 
and Arjuna by one wife, Pritba ; and Nakula and 
Sahadeva by another, Madri. Dhritarashtra has 
a very numerous progeny, of whom Dungodhana 
is the eldest of a hundred sons. An important 
difference between the two families is that the 
wives of Pandu appear to have bestowed their 
favours upon certain of the great gods, so that 
their five sons are of superhuman origin. Thus 
Yudishthira was the son of Dharma, the god of 
justice; Bhima of Vayu, the god of wind; Arjun 
of Indra, the god of the firmament ; while Nakula 
and Sahadeva were twin sons of the sun. These 
divinities are held to correspond with Pluto, 
/Eolus, Jupiter, and the Dioscuri (Castor and 
Pollux) of Roman mythology . 1 

Pandu (the Pale), the elder of the two brothers, 
is suspected, on account of his pallor, of possessing 
the seeds of leprosy, which would incapacitate him 
from reigning, and, being voluntarily set aside, 
retires to a retreat in the Himalayas, where he 
dies. His companions then take the sons to their 

1 Nolan’s £ British Empire in India.’ 
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uncle, who receives them under his guardianship ; 
but the action arouses the violent anger and 
hatred of his own sons, who endeavour to 
destroy their cousins by setting fire to the 
dwelling of Pritha and her three boys, who are 
all believed to have perished in the flames. 
Escaping, however, by a subterranean passage, 
they flee into the forests and assume the garb 
and mode of life of Brahmans. While in their 
retreat the sons hear of the unrivalled beauty 
and perfections of the daughter of Draupadi, king 
of the upper portion of the country between the 
Ganges and Jumna, who, at a ceremonial rite 
called Swayambara, is to select a husband from 
a congregation of suitors. The brothers, in a 
spirit of knight - errantry, repair to her father’s 
court, win the fair prize, and then, their achieve- 
ments and success being bruited over all the land, 
are sent for by Dhritarashtra their uncle, who 
makes them joint heirs to the sovereignty with 
his own sons. 

We now see the young Pandava princes 
Yudishthira and his brethren ruling over a 
large tract of country of which the capital 
was Indraprasthra, and a part of the royal city 
of Delhi still bears this name. They carry their 
conquests far and wide, and presently Yudishthira 
in his pride resolves to celebrate the Raja Suja 
solemnity ; a sacrifice where princes officiated in 
the most menial posts and made presents in 
acknowledgment of submission. In the course 
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of these celebrations, his cousins, who are present 
burning with rage and enmity, entrap him into 
what is probably the greatest gamble on record, 
for he loses his palace, wealth, kingdom, wife, 
brothers, and eventually himself. The game 
played appears to have been a sort of back- 
gammon which was called jiaclieesi, and is the 
origin of our word “ chess.” The as;ed monarch 

O O 

Dhritarashtra intervenes in his favour, but the 
fates are against the gambler, and presently we 
see him stripped of everything and compelled by 
stipulation to pass, together with his brethren, 
twelve years in the forests, and one year incognito. 
This bond they faithfully adhere to, and, the 
twelve years being over, they take service with 
King Virata, rise in the monarch's favour, and, 
having completed the thirteenth year, disclose 
their identity, secure his alliance, and obtain his 
aid to vindicate their rights of sovereignty. 

War is declared against the cousins. At this 
point there appears upon the scene a deified hero, 
Krishna, a most picturesque character, who, as a 
relative of Dungodhana, offers him the choice of 
a large army or his personal services. Dun- 
godhana unwisely selects the former, and Krishna, 
in himself a host, enlists under the banner of 
the Pandavas, and becomes the charioteer of his 
friend and favourite, Arjuna. To his great prow- 
ess and wisdom are principally due the victories 
of his brothers in arms. The glowing descriptions 
of the battles and the personal feats of valour 
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rival in vividness and variety the recitals of the 
‘ Iliad.’ 

Yudishthira, having vanquished all his foes and 
surmounted all his difficulties, becomes the victim 
of regret and lament for the past, and having 
abdicated his kingdom, sets out with his attached 
brothers and mother for the nursery of his race — 
the holy mountain Meru in the Himalayas. On 
the journey, the avenger of former misdeeds visits 
the members of the little party and each in suc- 
cession drops dead by the way, until when Indra 
comes to convey them to Swarga, his heaven, only 
Yudishthira and his faithful dog, who has followed 
him from his capital, are left. He declines to 
accept Indra’s favour unless his dog be also 
admitted. 

The poet follows the heroes into the realm of 
shades, but here we must leave them. It will 
strike the reader that almost every aspect of 
romantic fancy with which we are familiar, in 
classic legend and in recent times, is included in 
this wonderful and venerable epic. The theory 
of solar myths probably largely affords the 
explanation of this fact. 

The ‘ Ramayana,’ a still older poem, relates the 
deeds of Rama, whose identity has been estab- 
lished ; the great conqueror and deliverer of the 
world from tyrants. His life was a mixture of 
ascetic devotion and active warfare, and his con- 
quests extended even to Lanka, or Ceylon. The 
king of that island, a ten - headed giant called 
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Havana, had stolen away Sita, Rama’s wife, and 
the story of her rescue is narrated in every Hindu 
household. Rama was greatly assisted in his ex- 
pedition by Hanuman, the monkey god ; especially 
in effecting the crossing from the mainland by 
means of a bridge formed of great boulders 
dropped into the sea. When the bridge was 
ready, so the legend runs, all creatures were 
warned off it ; but the little grey squirrel, as 
impudent apparently then as he is to - day, dis- 
obeyed the command and hid in a cleft among 
the stones, with the result that he was branded 
in three lines upon his back by the foot of the 
god as he passed over, and his posterity carry 
the marks to this day. Rama’s end was unhappy ; 
for having slain his brother Luchman, the com- 
panion of his dangers and triumphs, he committed 
suicide from remorse. He was deified, and he and 
his ally Hanuman are among the most prominent 
gods now worshipped in India. 

The most serious rival and opponent to Brah- 
manic cosmogony and belief was Buddhism. This 
religion, founded by Sakya Muni, or Gautama 
Buddha, as contained in the Buddhist gospel, 
appears to have been a protest against the priestly 
tyranny, ritualism, and caste privileges incul- 
cated in these religious works ; for it bade each 
man be “a light to himself.” For long the two 
creeds contested for supremacy ; but eventually, 
somewhere about the twelfth century, Brahmanism 
triumphed and Buddhism was driven out. It is 
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still, however, the religion of Burmah and the 
northern Himalayan tracts. 

The origin of the Sikh religion, again, was also 
a revolt against the tyranny of priesthood, cere- 
monial, and caste exclusiveness, and was fostered 
by oppression into a great warlike movement. 
Baba Nanuk, the first of the Gurus, or priestly 
leaders, was born in the Punjab in 1409. He was 
a gentle, tolerant teacher, who held that a man 
could obtain eternal happiness without forsaking 
his ordinary worldly duties. He taught that 
there was “ but one Lord and One way,” and 
for him there was “ no Hindu and no Muham- 
madan.” He refused to don the sacrificial thread 
of the former, saying to the Brahman priest, 
“ Make mercy thy cotton, contentment thy thread, 
continence its knot, and truth its twist.” The 
Sikh scriptures are contained in the sacred book 
known as the Granth Sahib. The fifth Guru in 
succession was Arjan, who was done to death by 
the Muhammadans. Much persecution of the 
sect was practised, and presently the enraged 
people rose, and under Guru Govind Singh bitterly 
avenged their woes. Caste was abolished, the 
word “Singh,” or lion, adopted by all, so that 
no man was inferior to another ; and all male 
adults were initiated as soldiers. Every Sikh was 
bound to carry steel in some form about his person, 
to wear blue clothes, allow the hair and beard to 
grow and never to clip or remove the hair from 
any part of his body, and was forbidden to smoke 
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tobacco. Thus arose the great nation of religious 
warriors, the army of the Khalsa — the “ Ironsides 
of India.” In 1780-1839, under Runjeet Singh, 
who revolted against the Afghan Amir and 
founded the Kingdom of the Punjab, they became 
an important power. They supply some of our 
best troops, and the Sikh regiments have glorious 
traditions of bravery and loyalty. Saraghari 
will live for ever in the records of the Indian 
Army. 

Mr Max Arthur Macauliffe, in his work on the 
Sikh religion, tells us that Guru Teg Bahadur, who 
was executed by Aurungzeb in 1675 on the false 
charge of gazing in the direction of the Emperor’s 
seraglio, replied to the charge : “ Emperor Aur- 
ungzeb, I was on the top storey of my prison, 
but I was not looking at thy private apartments 
or at thy queens. I was looking in the direction 
of the Europeans who are coming from beyond 
the seas to tear down thy purdahs and destroy 
thine empire.” It is said by a writer of the sect 
that those words became the battle-cry of the 
Sikhs in the assault on Delhi in 1857 under 
General John Nicholson. Guru Teg Bahadur’s 
words were prophetic ; for fourteen years after his 
death the English determined to acquire territorial 
possessions in India in order to resist the oppres- 
sion of the Moguls and Mahrattas. To-day the 
Sikhs are a quiet, orderly race, but that the old 
martial spirit burns as fiercely as ever below the 
surface, has been shown in a hundred fights under 
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the British flag. They numbered 2,195,000 at the 
last census. 

It is a curious and interesting scene, this bathing 
at Hardwar, and with the clear blue sky above, 
the bright, swift-flowing river in the foreground, 
and the majestic mountains towering behind and 
stretching to the snows beyond, one not likely to 
be readily forgotten. 

Although pilgrims visit Hardwar all the year 
round, still there are certain great festivals and 
days when it is particularly expedient for the 
orthodox believer to be here and bathe. Some- 
times astrologers and Brahman sages discover 
conjunctions of planets which should be marked 
by special religious observances, and thereby bring 
great and unexpected worry and anxiety on the 
officials responsible for tbe proper conduct of pro- 
ceedings ; but usually the great day falls about 
the second week in April, and is determined by 
the phases of the moon. According to Chaucer, 
this was the favourite time in past days for 
pilgrimages in England. 

“ When that Aprille with his showres swoot 
The drought of Marche has pierced to the root, 

And hathfcd every veyn in suche licodr, 

From which vertu engendered is the Hour, 

When Zephirus eek with his swete breeth 
Enspired hath in every holte and heeth 
The tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne 
Hath in the Ram his half course runne, 

And smale fowles maken melodie, 

That slepen al the night with open eye, 
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So pricketh them nature in their corages — 

Thenne longen folk to go on pilgrimages 
And palmers for to seeken strange strandes, 

To distant seintes, known in sondry landes.” 

Once in twelve years occurs the Kumbh , and the 
occasion is particularly propitious, and so in a 
lesser degree is the Adh- Kumbh , which occurs 
every six years. For such a gathering very special 
arrangements have to be made, for suddenly from 
all quarters of the land some five or six hundred 
thousand persons will gather together and con- 
centrate upon one small spot — the sacred Hari- 
ki-pairi, the bathing-pool ; especially as not only 
is the day, but approximately the hour, fixed, when 
it is most conducive to the soul's benefit to plunge 
into the water. Of course, all cannot bathe at the 
same moment ; still, the rush at such a time is 
terrible, and it can easily be imagined what a risk 
attaches to the collection of these enormous and 
dissimilar concourses of men, women, and children 
— exhausted, excited, and mostly quite strange to 
the locality. The district officer, or his represen- 
tative, has been days or weeks on the spot mak- 
ing arrangements ; canal officers watch the river ; 
engineers run up temporary pontoon bridges con- 
necting the mainland with a long island opposite 
the pool, for this area will presently be black with 
people camping in little reed huts, and thronged 
with an immense crowd of the religious mendi- 
cants known as Bairagis. Then the police come 
in great force and erect barriers on the roads 
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leading to the bathing-place, so that the people 
may be marshalled in detachments to their goal 
and be thereby prevented from hustling and 
crushing each other with serious and even fatal 
consequences ; and railway officers come down to 
watch and control the traffic, and arrange for 
the arrival and departure of the numerous and 
crowded special trains. 

In past times the history of the great Hardwar 
fairs was, to use the words of one of the writer’s 
predecessors, “ a record of disease and death.” 
Not only were accidents numerous and fatal, but 
the awful scourge of cholera was seldom absent ; 
for this is the season of the year for its appear- 
ance, and when the disease was once introduced it 
spread like a conflagration. Then the frightened 
people fled to their homes, carrying the seeds and 
scattering disease all over the land, and leaving 
a long trail of corpses in their tracks. In 1879 
it was estimated that not less than 20,000 persons 
perished in this way. 

Many persons visiting Hardwar travel on into 
the hills to visit the shrines of Badrinath and 
Kedarnath, and when cholera breaks out at the 
fairs, there is an enormous risk of the disease 
being carried there. But in olden days the hill- 
man had his own system. To pass into Garhwal 
en route to the shrines, a rapid and deep river had 
to be crossed, and before the iron bridge was 
built, this could only be done by means of a rope 
bridge known as a jhula, or swing, which consists 
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of nothing more than stout ropes fixed to each 
bank ; the two lower ones held together at short 
distances by pieces of bamboo tied to them, upon 
which the passenger walks, holding on to the two 
hand -ropes above. When the pilgrims arrived 
at the bank, they would discover that by an un- 
fortunate accident the ropes had broken on the 
farther side of the river and the long bridge was 
trailing uselessly in the torrent ! 

As the chief sanitary authority with the Govern- 
ment, it has fallen to the lot of the writer of late 
years to organise and control the sanitary arrange- 
ments of many of these great gatherings. The staff 
was a large one, comprising medical subordinates, 
police patrols, and hundreds of “ sweepers ” (low- 
caste conservancy servants), supervised by European 
deputies and selected Indian assistants. The town 
and its surroundings were thoroughly cleaned up 
a few days before the fair; field hospitals, &c., 
were run up and staffed ; the arrival of trains 
and of carts was watched for cases of infectious 
disease, which if found were promptly isolated ; 
overcrowding in the lodging-houses was, as far as 
possible, prevented ; and the whole site constantly 
patrolled to ensure cleanliness and to detect the 
appearance of disease in time to arrest its spread. 
They were periods of constant anxiety and 
strenuous action, but of intense interest, since 
an officer was brought into close and intimate 
contact with people and conditions seldom met 
with elsewhere. 
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A prominent feature of the large fairs at Hard- 
war, as in a lesser degree at Allahabad, Benares, 
Ajudhya, Gya, Puri, and certain other localities, 
is the great gathering of religious ascetics and 
mendicants known as jogis, sanyasis, gosains, 
sadhus, faquirs, &c., — many of them attended by 
their chelas, or disciples. They are seen at ordi- 
nary times wandering alone, or in very small 
parties, all over the country ; but perhaps it is 
not generally recognised that most of them are 
banded together in great brotherhoods, with 
definite leaders who control the collection and 
expenditure of considerable wealth belonging to 
the community, and who possess great personal 
influence and authority with their followers. The 
writer has known many of these leaders, or 
mahunts, long and fairly intimately, and has, as 
a rule, been struck with their intelligence and 
force of character. At Hardwar the clans are 
mostly those found in the Punjab, such as the 
“ Nirbanis,” “ Nirmulas,” “ Udasis,” &c. All these 
more important akharas (the word seems to be 
used to describe both the clans and their gather- 
ing-places) have definite headquarters in large 
dharmsalas and encampments, where they receive 
free rations and hold discussions. Bairagis appear 
to have little organisation. 

Although to-day these religious ascetics and 
mendicants are of all castes, the custom of thus 
abandoning the world and living upon charity is 
of great antiquity in India, and, indeed, goes back 
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to those remote times when the Brahman Desert 
Philosophers, Yanaprasthas and Sanyasis, were 
held in such esteem and veneration that great 
Western leaders of thought and action did not 
disdain to seek them out and learn wisdom from 
them. Among these, indeed, were such men as 
Pythagoras, Lycurgus, and Alexander the Great. 
Ancient writers, Strabo, Megasthenes, Arrian, 
pupil of Epictetus, and others, speak of the 
“ Brachmans ” as a tribe or caste divided into 
two classes — “ Brachmans ” by descent, and 
Germanians ” by election. The latter were only 
elected after very careful examination, and the 
code of both was originally very high and pure. 
The three guiding principles wei’e : reverence of the 
Divine Being ; obedience to the laws and a hearty 
concern for the welfare of the society ; and love of 
liberty and the obligations they Avere under to 
sacrifice their own particular happiness to the pre- 
serving of the form of go\ r ernment under which 
they lived in its full vigour, in order to preserve 
thereby the security and Avelfare of their posterity. 
They taught the doctrine of metempsychosis, im- 
agining that in proportion as men heightened or 
depressed their animal faculties in this life, they 
should fare in the next ; that is to say, such as 
gratified their passions passing into beasts, and 
such as cultAated the virtues of the mind rising 
by degrees through the se\*eral classes of mankind 
until in the end they merited an entire freedom 
from body, and Avere received into the company of 
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angels. Authors who speak of them as gymno- 
sophists are but partially correct, for they only went 
naked when in seclusion ; their public functions 
were always performed in robes. They usually 
confined themselves to one form of learning ; thus 
one would be a philosopher, another would devote 
himself to the laws, &c. After spending thirty- 
seven years in the ministry they were allowed to 
quit it, and to live the remainder of their lives in 
tow’ns, to eat the flesh of wild beasts, and to marry 
as many wives as they liked to perpetuate the race 
of Brachmans, though they were not to reveal any 
of the secrets of their philosophy to them, “because 
there was great reason to doubt whether they 
would be discreet enough to conceal what they 
were taught, and, secondly, there was no less 
doubt whether this accession of knowledge might 
not incline them to pride and disobedience.” They 
enjoyed the support and respect of all, and when 
the inconveniences of old age began to weigh them 
down, they ordered a pile of wood to be erected, 
and then, dressed in their best garments and sing- 
ing hymns, they laid themselves down on their 
faces and presently remained there still and quiet, 
without so much as a groan, until, fire being set to 
the pyre, they were consumed to ashes. 

The Germanians, the second or elected class, 
were also known as Gioghis or Jogis. They ap- 
pear to have been as good and wise as the Brach- 
mans by descent, but they did not enjoy the same 
privileges as the latter, for they could never marry 
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or quit the order. A later writer, one Signor 
Pietro della Valle, “ a noble Roman, a learned 
and candid writer, and whose travels are justly 
esteemed as accurate as were ever made into this 
part of the world,” thus describes them in more 
recent times. “The Gioghis,” he says, “are not 
Brachmans by Descent, but by Choice, as our 
religious orders are. They go naked ; most of 
them with their bodies painted and smeared with 
different Colours ; yet some of them are only naked 
with the rest of their bodies smooth and only their 
foreheads dyed with Sanders (sic) and some red, 
yellow, or white Colour, which is also imitated by 
many secular Persons out of superstition and 
gallantry. They live upon alms, despising Cloaths 
and all other worldly Things. They marry not, 
but make some Profession of Chastity, at least in 
Appearance, for in secret it is known that many of 
them commit as many Debaucheries as they can. 
They live in Society, under the Obedience of their 
Superiors, and wander about the World without 
having any settled Abode. Their Habitations are 
the Fields, the Streets, the Porches, the Courts of 
Temples and Groves, especially where an Idol is 
worshipped by them, and they undergo, with in- 
credible patience, Day and Night, no less the 
Rigour of the Air than the excessive Heat of the 
Sun, which in these sultry countries is a thing 
sufficiently to be admired.” This description 
would be very fairly accurate at the present 
time. 
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Many hold that the Brahmans to-day are the 
people most opposed to British rule in India ; 
dreading that their position, still very great, is 
being undermined and may presently be destroyed. 
But they need have very little fear of this for a 
long time to come. Hindus, and especially Brah- 
mans, have under all dynasties had a great deal to 
do with the government of the country and held 
the highest positions ; though often under the 
supervision of the ruling power, as was the case 
with Todar Mul and others under Akbar. They 
are, of course, no longer solely priests, but the 
caste — and it is impossible to dissociate caste from 
Hinduism — is still universally regarded as a thing 
apart, and its members as something more than 
ordinary men. They are, as a rule, proud, and of 
a pessimistic temperament, as is fitting to any one 
living in the Kali-yugci — that direful age and era 
of decadence, when life is short, falsehood and 
deceit have replaced truth, and when the great 
gods no longer strive together in the land. 

To bathe at the sacred pool, the several brother- 
hoods proceed in great processions, and if two such 
of different clans collide, thei’e is trouble, and in 
past years such occurrences led to muoh bloodshed ; 
so that now the magistrate confers with the leaders 
and appoints definite and separate times for each 
to march. It is a wonderful sight to stand on the 
light iron bridge already referred to at the pool, 
and to watch the approach of one of these proces- 
sions. As soon as the barrier is raised in the 
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street above, they march on in thousands, in some 
sort of formation, with numerous rich and costly 
silk flags and banners flying, to the weird howls, 
blasts, and screeches of conches and long quaintly 
curved trumpets and horns, and the clattering of 
sticks together, until the broad and lofty steps are 
packed with devotees and fanatics — many stark- 
naked. In front and in the centre, in a palanquin 
richly canopied, are borne the objects of worship 
— a copy of the Granth, images of the gods, or 
halls of ashes — and on each side a lofty standard 
is raised. Arrived at the margin of the water, 
the palanquin is advanced into the pool and the 
standards slowly lowered in absolute silence. At 
this moment the most stoical observer cannot fail 
to feel a thrill of excitement. The instant they 
touch the water it is as if pandemonium had broken 
loose. With shouts and cries of religious import, 
the whole wild crowd rushes into the water, and 
the pool becomes a mass of frantically excited 
humanity. It is a strange, barbaric scene, and 
one cannot fail to recognise that here the veneer 
of civilisation is very thin. Introduce a few 
mangled corpses and eliminate the European 
staff, and it probably affords a very fair pre- 
sentment of what a great bathing was five 
hundred years ago. 

Presently horns and trumpets are sounded, and 
the first rush troops out of the pool and takes its 
way along the paved roadway leading to the 
bridge over the river ; to be succeeded by crowd 
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after crowd until all have washed their sins away. 
And then the procession reforms, and, with strange 
sounds and waving of flags, and headed by the 
leaders on elephants, returns to its encampment. 

The writer has often watched and pondered 
over these great gatherings of itinerant ascetics 
and religious mendicants — strange, wild person- 
ages, with hair (often false) coiled up high on 
their heads ; curiously distorted sticks, long iron 
pincers, or black begging-bowls of coco-de-mer, in 
their hands ; often covered with dust and ashes, 
and with no other raiment than a scanty waist- 
cloth. Here is a man reclining on a wooden frame 
full of large iron nails pointing upwards and pass- 
ing into his flesh ; here is another with uplifted 
arm shrunken from disuse to the size of a stick and 
anchylosed at the shoulder-joint ; here is a faquir 
who has vowed never to sit or lie down for eleven 
years and who takes his sleep hanging on to a 
padded rope suspended from a tree. No doubt 
there are some unmitigated rascals ; many others 
are rank impostors ; but, still, the majority are 
probably more or less sincere. Often when talking 
to them the writer has been interrupted by a 
respectful correction (though the faquir never 
“salaams”) couched in excellent English from a 
weird figure, more or less attired, who lias thrown 
up a position of considerable emolument and re- 
spectability in furtherance of a religious vow. One 
such personage, with hardly anything on to cover 
his nakedness and with long hair hanging down 
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his back, was a friend of the writer’s for years. 
He spoke and wrote excellent English, and was 
reported to have studied at a Scottish university. 
He was possessed of considerable wealth, nearly 
all of which he gave away in charity, and was a 
man of much influence, which he used to support 
the authorities at the time of the disturbances in 
connection with plague measures. He lived in a 
little encampment on the island opposite Hardwar, 
and had followers whom he considered to be pos- 
sessed of strange psychological powers, and he was 
very fond, as many of these men are, of the works 
of Marie Corelli. His letters were very interest- 
ing and a correspondence was maintained for a 
long time, until he wrote that his environment was 
unsatisfactory as he could no longer hold converse 
with the same spirits as of old ; so he went to 
Lhassa, but, returning once more to the Punjab, 
fell ill of plague and died. Whatever the char- 
acter of these faquirs and ascetics may be, at all 
events the common people regard them as holy 
men, whom to offend is dangerous ; and the writer 
has seen the women, when the horde of dripping 
bathers in the procession has passed along the 
paved embankment, rush in and gather up the 
water from the puddles they have caused, and 
carry it to their lips ! 

It is probably not very well known how many 
there are of these religious mendicants, but most 
likely there are tens of thousands in Upper India 
alone. They wander all over the land, moving 
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from place to place, invading the privacy of dwell- 
ings where few other people can find admittance, 
and they are the repositories of great secrets. 
There are comparatively few telegraph or tele- 
phone posts in the rural tracts of India, but what 
a marvellous agency for the circulation of news 
and propaganda such a community may, if organ- 
ised, become ! The system is simple. The word 
is passed to a man, “ Tell this in secret to five true 
believers ” ; each of these passes it on to five more, 
and so on, so that information spreads in an ever- 
widening circle. These men claim to have ab- 
stracted themselves from all worldly things, 
among which, it is imagined, politics are included; 
still 

The writer is of opinion that it is most im- 
portant that officials shoidd keep in touch with 
the leaders of religious thought — and this is an 
elastic term. They very frequently will not be 
persons of much pretension, and the disreputable- 
looking figure sitting at the bathing - ghat, and 
receiving alms with apparent indifference and 
complete mental abstraction, may be a man of 
very great weight in the community. But the 
wise official knoweth these things, and attendeth 
thereto. We have had some emergencies in Upper 
India in recent times — plague, pestilence, famine, 
and “ unrest ” ; and those called upon to deal with 
them have learnt many facts. 

Nowadays the conditions of pilgrimage to the 
great bathing fairs have much altered. To begin 
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with, a great man} 7 people object to any form of 
control over their actions, and the effect is that, 
whereas probably just as many persons bathe at 
the sacred spots as formerly, the concourses at the 
great fairs themselves are somewhat smaller and 
the attendance is spread more regularly over the 
whole year. This, from a public health point 
of view, is an advantage. And considerable im- 
portance is to be attached to the greater ease and 
comfort with which pilgrims can now travel to and 
from such gatherings. Bacteriologists tell us that 
some animals, normally immune to certain patho- 
genic or disease germs, are rendered susceptible by 
being shaken up and otherwise frightened and 
disturbed. The writer holds the view, even as a 
sanitary officer, that in the greater comfort and 
security which pilgrims now enjoy lies the explan- 
ation of much of the immunity from epidemic 
disease which has mercifully attended these great 
bathings in late years. 

When, after some days are past, the fair is over, 
the people return by rail, in carts, or on foot, to 
their homes, singing religious hymns and bearing 
most of them bottles of Ganges water enclosed in 
wicker - baskets and suspended at either end of 
bamboo poles swinging on their shoulders. The 
author has seen large quantities of this water, 
quite clean and pure, stored in metal vessels in the 
cellars of a Hindu prince in Southern India, and 
was assured that it had been there for years, for, 
it is averred, the contents of the holy river never 
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putrefy. And, indeed, such water, taken perhaps 
from a source at far-off Gangootri, probably con- 
tains little or no organic matter. 

Fairs, such as the one it has been attempted 
to describe, occur all over India. They are 
primarily the occasion of religious observances ; 
but they are a good deal more even than this. 
There is not a Hindu house or hut of which the 
inmates do not look forward with eager interest 
to joining in these gatherings. Children’s ages 
are often reckoned from a Jcumbh. Here one 
combines an act of merit with excitement and 
pleasure — here the ashes of the cherished dead 
are bestowed as they would have wished — here 
the business is transacted with the semi-religious 
recorder of domestic incidents — here old friends 
are met, new sights seen, and all is excitement, 
bustle, and religious enthusiasm. There is 
no action which could be taken by Government 
which would produce the same dismay and resent- 
ment as their prohibition. The part of the State, 
as is well recognised, is not to interfere unduly, 
but merely to watch over and protect the people 
gathered here from injury, disease, and — inci- 
dentally — from one another. 



Leaving Camp. 





VIII. 


A PAINFUL MEMORY. 

I think it is Calverley who sings — 

“ — the growing ages steal 

The memory of past wrongs from us,” 

and certainly it is the case that when the old 
Anglo - Indian calls to mind the occasions and 
circumstances under which he has been victimised 
in India, the curious mixture of artifice and 
simplicity, astuteness and stupidity, exhibited by 
the wrong-doers in the course of the proceedings, 
he remembers introduced such a humorous element 
into most of such transactions that their recollec- 
tion is fraught with no bitterness, but rather 
amusement. Indeed this attitude of mind is 
acquired long before one leaves the country. You 
find no difficulty somehow in welcoming the old 
“ bearer ” when he comes at intervals to pay his 
“ salaams” after having retired to a comfortable hut 
and patch of land the purchase price of which you 
know perfectly well came out of your pockets, and 
during the gradual collection of which you have 
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for years expressed to him your candid conviction 
that he is a thief. Nor do you feel any excessive 
indignation when, being called upon, at the request 
of the prisoner, to vouch for the honesty and good 
character of your “ khidmutgar,” or table-servant 
(arrested for some frolic in the bazaar), you find 
him in the hands of the local police — and wearing 
one of your best shirts ! Rather, if you are a 
righteous man, you merely rejoice that you never 
summarily dismissed the washerman to whose 
villany, according to the captive, its disappear- 
ance when you missed it had been clearly at- 
tributable. I wonder sometimes whether the 
governor who, after enforcing the most rigorous 
and elaborate restrictions against the entry of 
tobacco into his jail, found that he had unwittingly 
conveyed the leaves himself every morning between 
the saddle and the back of his horse, when he rode 
into the courtyard of the building and dismounted 
and proceeded on his round — was more amused or 
angry with the cunning groom who had devised 
the expedient ! I am inclined to think the former, 
for I am conscious myself of having entertained a 
sneaking affection for many a crafty and engaging 
rascal — and perhaps my kindliest recollection of 
all is for one Antonio da Silva. I suspect some 
friends will recognise the story ! 

In certain wild and sparsely-populated areas in 
India, there run unexpected little single- tracked 
narrow-gauge railways, which serve many useful 
purposes; such as not only the conveyance of 
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travellers from place to place, but also, and more 
particularly, the bringing of forest and jungle 
produce to a market ; while at the same time 
discharging the more remote but equally import- 
ant function of enabling a military force to be 
rapidly concentrated at any particular spot where 
its presence is desirable. And apart from these 
definite objects, the construction of a railway is 
by far the most effective method of opening up, 
not only a country, but also the minds of its 
inhabitants. The time was, and not so long ago, 
when the Indian rustic never took his seat in a 
train until he had laid flowers on the rail as an 
offering to the mysterious power which moved the 
engine, but nowadays all this is past, and no 
"Western innovation or invention is more valued 
or patronised by all classes of the people. It 
furnishes the link between civilisation and the 
wild. As the official or sportsman knows, there 
is something very comfortable and reassuring in 
the sound of the whistle and the noise of the train 
after long wanderings .in the silent jungles, and 
when the tent is once more pitched in the vicinity 
of even the smallest railway station, he turns in 
his bed with a sense of security and home-coming, 
which must be felt to be fully appreciated. 

The traveller whose work or inclination may 
lead him to take a journey on such a railway as 
described, will be wise to provide himself with a 
good and suitable supply of food and drink, for 
nothing of the kind will be procurable en route. 
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His bedding- he will, of course, have with him, for 
practically in India you always carry it about with 
you ; even on a visit to a friend who will supply 
you with every other requirement to the extent 
of luxury. All “sahibs” travel first-class, and 
the carriages are comfortable — there are long 
spring -cushions to sleep upon, and there is a 
bathroom attached to each compartment. During 
the day there is endless variety in the scenery 
you pass through, and much to interest and amuse 
in the various incidents which attract the traveller’s 
notice. There is a deliberation, moreover, about 
the movements of an Indian train in such localities 
which lends itself to observation. You saunter 
along an embankment which stretches across a 
great lake or swamp teeming with water-fowl — 
you stroll through a primeval forest you know is 
swarming with invisible wild game — you run 
through level fertile cultivated land dotted with 
little hamlets at a distance of a few miles from 
one another — or perhaps you push your way along 
an avenue cut through the elephant-grass growing 
on either side to a height of from ten to twenty 
feet from the ground. All this is exhilarating in 
the sunlight, but when the shades of night begin 
to fall, the situation becomes somewhat eerie. You 
see the clouds of dust l’ising in the plains where 
the cattle are slowly wending their way home to 
the villages, and you reflect that the tiger is pos- 
sibly hanging on the outskirts of the drove, if 
perchance one may linger behind in the darkness. 
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You picture the forest glade with its modest crop 
protected by the strings stretched across it which 
agitate the rough metal bells hung up to scare off 
marauding beasts which may encounter the en- 
tanglement ; and you fancy the half-wild cultivator 
crouching in his little hut and speculating in some 
trepidation upon the character of his nocturnal 
visitors ! You mark the big fruit-eating bats on 
their way to rob the orchards of civilisation ; you 
note the furtive jackal emerging from his lair 
among the scrubby growth in the sandhills ; and 
vou think of how all wild things are waking up 
and about to sally forth in search of the food 
gathered with the keen bright eyes and cocked 
attentive ears which alone protect the forager 
from furnishing the meal he himself seeks. For 
very ruthless are Nature’s ways. As Ernest 
Thompson Seton truly says, every wild creature’s 
death is more or less a tragedy. 

At intervals along this isolated and carefully- 
laid track, so incongruous with its surroundings, 
are situated little wayside stations ; many of them 
hardly better than shanties, with a few modest 
tenements for the native officials and one slightly 
more pretentious for the station-master, clustered 
about them. Sometimes a village of some size 
will be near the spot ; though more usually this 
will be a mile or so away, or even more distant. 
There will always be a good well close by, and 
occasionally a dejected - looking “ bunneah,” or 
shopkeeper, will have set up an unpretending 
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stall for the sale of simple food to wayfarers. A 
metalled road will generally connect the railway 
station with the nearest town or village of any 
consequence, and upon this, or the dusty or 
muddy country tracks, the produce of the fields 
or forests will dribble along in great carts con- 
structed mostly of bamboo and string and drawn 
by patient plodding oxen, until it reaches the 
goods-yard and is transferred to the trucks on a 
small siding. Anything more monotonous and 
depressing than life at one of these small railway 
stations it is hard to conceive. For the menials, 
it is true, it is somewhat better, for they are 
more or less in touch with the inhabitants of 
the nearest villages ; but the nature of his duties 
necessitates a certain amount of education in the 
official in charge, and he is, more often than not, 
a man brought up in cities and without the 
faintest glimmering of interest in Nature or sport. 
Very few trains pass in the twenty-four hours ; 
his subordinates are no companions ; his food is 
of the poorest ; his days are dreary and unevent- 
ful ; and at night his soul is frequently harrowed 
by the roar of some savage beast in the vicinity, 
or the presence of a venomous snake in his 
dwelling. It is small wonder, therefore, that the 
authorities find no little difficulty in satisfactorily 
filling up these posts, or that applications for 
transfers from the holders of these isolated 
appointments should be frequent, ingenious, and 
commonly mendacious. 
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All this made the conduct of Antonio da Silva, 
the station-master of Mowglipore Road, the more 
creditable, if surprising. The name of the place 
mio[ht have led to caution in the mind of an 
experienced man contemplating the acceptance 
of the appointment, for it often happens in India 
that a station bearing a similar title is certainly 
on the road to some important place, but some 
twenty or thirty miles away from it. This was 
the case in the present instance, for Mowglipore 
Road was situated in a locality without a village 
in the vicinity, and immediately upon the margin 
of an extensive “jheel” or lake; the favourite 
haunt of vast flocks of wild-fowl in the cold 
season, and a fertile source of malarial fever for 
the rest of the year. And it was in consequence 
of the existence of this “jheel” that I first made 
the acquaintance of the hero of this tale. 

Now what pleased, but somewhat mystified, 
the railway authorities, was that never a com- 
plaint, never a murmur, never an application for 
leave or transfer, reached them from Antonio. 
He was a good-looking, pleasant, smiling man of 
some thirty-five years of age ; coffee-coloured, it 
is true, in hue, but claiming to be the offspring 
of a Portuguese gentleman of high birth in the 
south of India who had contracted an alliance 
with a dusky daughter of the soil. This male 
ancestor, stated to be a man of much wealth, 
and who bore the proud name of Da Silva, 
had, according to Antonio, become involved 
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in certain political schemes, highly creditable 
to himself, but which had unfortunately led 
to the impoverishment of his family, and had 
necessitated the acceptance on the part of his 
son of his present modest appointment — from 
which, however, he confidently hoped to be soon 
promoted by the kind help of his patrons. This 
interesting explanation was to some extent sup- 
ported by the demeanour of the narrator. He 
spoke English remarkably well, his manner was 
dignified, courteous and ingratiating — and perhaps 
these advantages may have led to a less rigid 
scrutiny than usual of his credentials when he 
applied for a post ; the filling up of which was 
not, as a matter of fact, a particularly easy 
undertaking. His conduct of his duties, more- 
over, was excellent, his punctual and accurate 
submission of reports and accounts were deserving 
of the highest praise, and he was generally 
regarded as a type of what a district station- 
master seldom is, but always ought to be. 

Now Mowglipore Road, the scene of the labours 
of this impecunious paragon, was only about fifty 
miles from Doulatabad where a British regiment 
was stationed, and we, the officers of this, were 
in the habit of running down by a night train to 
the little wayside station, shooting through the 
day, and returning by an evening train to head- 
quarters. To us Antonio had thoroughly endeared 
himself. To get out of the train in such a locality 
ordinarily meant some hours wasted time hunting 
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up coolies, beaters and boatmen — a good deal of 
discomfort — and indifferent sport. All this, how- 
ever, was removed and rendered unnecessary by 
our trusty friend. A letter sent to him the day 
before, resulted in the appearance on the platform 
on our arrival of a posse of natives ready to assist 
us, while Antonio, dressed in remarkable European 
garments, smilingly awaited us and implored our 
acceptance of his hospitality in the form of boiled 
tea, white buffalo-milk butter, and unleavened 
cakes, attractively set out on a dingy white cloth 
spread on the official writing-table. Very jolly, 
indeed, were the days so spent. Two “ dug-outs,” 
or hollowed-out trees, connected together and ren- 
dered stable by the simple expedient of lashing 
a native bedstead across them, awaited each 
sportsman ; while two boatmen, squatting on their 
heels, punted the weird craft about the “jheel” 
or among the reeds on its margin. The geese, 
duck, and teal were innumerable. Perhaps the 
best sport was obtained by flushing the birds in 
the reeds, but even when they were all thoroughly 
alarmed and flying in great clouds up and down 
the lake, they often came within shot of one or 
other of the gunners, and fell with a gratifying 
“flop,” dead or crippled, into the water. Then 
what jovial lunches we had together in the middle 
of the day, when the tiffin baskets were opened, 
the whisky-and-soda quaffed, and the bag up to 
date laid out for inspection, comment and dis- 
cussion of the incidents which had attended the 
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gathering of the slain ! It was generally a very 
mixed bag indeed. Greylags and barred geese, 
mallards, pochards, pintails, gadwalls, spotted- 
bills and other ducks ; common and blue-winged 
teal ; a stray bittern flopping out of the rushes ; 
a fish which had jumped into the boat by the 
shore or a big water-snake surprised lying half 
asleep in the reeds : it was a curious collection, 
but the very variety of it was in itself a great 
charm. Then after lunch, more fun with the 
water-fowl, and perhaps a little beating up of 
the grass in the neighbourhood of the lake for a 
hare or a few quail. We generally wound up with 
the snipe ; for although, of course, they did not 
lie so well as they would have done in the heat 
of the day, the firing at them earlier would have 
scared away the ducks, whereas firing at the 
latter did not worry the snipe. It was a happy, 
if tired, party which wended its way to the 
railway station as the shades of evening fell, — 
and there, sure enough, was always waiting the 
smiling invaluable Antonio, congratulating us on 
our prowess, and once more spreading out his 
impossible entertainment for our refreshment and 
delectation ! 

Many and very pleasant were the expeditions so 
planned and carried out — but one evil day sad 
news reached Doulatabad. Antonio was gone ! 
The information was conveyed to us at the Club 
by a party which had gone out to shoot — 
had found no arrangements made — had spent 
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some hours in fruitless attempts to procure assist- 
ance — and had returned after a miserable and 
profitless trip. They had found Mowglipore Road 
in charge of a lamenting and unknown creature, 
apparently a Bengalee, who had been ordered, he 
said, to suddenly proceed there, and had found 
the place untenanted save by a particularly unin- 
telligent native pointsman. From him it had been 
with difficulty elicited that two days ago, Antonio, 
after a brief conversation with a native traveller 
in the down night train, had packed up his port- 
able belongings and disappeared — followed soon 
after by the remainder of the staff. With his 
usual courtesy, he had left a message to be sent 
in to headquarters, that in consequence of the 
sudden illness of his mother he had felt compelled 
to resign. Then the present incumbent had been 
sent down post haste by the authorities, and a 
superior officer of the inspecting staff had been to 
the spot to inquire into the matter. 

This was all, and the news was received in 
gloomy silence. An inquiry made of one of the 
railway officials as to the circumstances of the 
case, was met by a totally unexpected and un- 
wontedly rude denial of any knowledge of the 
affair. It was some time before the real facts 
came out. Antonio, our trusty helper and amiable 
host, had, alas ! been far from what we had fondly 
conceived. There were presently rumours, based 
upon too much foundation, of unholy revels having 
been held in the remote station, always coinciding 
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with the arrival by train of small casks labelled 
“ castor oil,” and consigned to a purely imaginary 
landowner in the neighbourhood. Worse, he had, 
it seemed, been concerned in certain nefarious 
operations, skilfully designed and cleverly carried 
out. For some time the produce and goods con- 
signed from Mowglipore Hoad had been falling off 
in quantity — a fact attributed by the station- 
master, in his official reports, to the unusual 
prevalence of various diseases among the crops, 
and a hitherto unsuspected deficiency in the local 
rainfall. But it had come to be noticed that 
whereas the consignments from Mowglipore Road 
had declined, those from the nearest stations up 
and down the line had correspondingly increased, 
and an inquiry, cautiously conducted, had very 
soon unravelled the mystery. The little country 
tracks from the villages by which the produce 
reached its destination, all presently converged 
upon, and blended with, certain broad metalled 
“ feeder " roads passing direct to the railway 
station. Upon each of these, it transpired, the 
degenerate descendant of the Da Silvas had im- 
provised a temporary toll-bar — placed in charge 
of one of his subordinates decorated with a spurious 
badge of office, and provided with a bogus Govern- 
ment Order in the vernacular imposing a charge 
of one rupee upon every cart or conveyance pass- 
ing the barrier ! Seeing that in harvest - time 
certainly some twenty or thirty carts reached the 
station every day, the enterprise must have been 
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a profitable one, and, by the careful “ shepherd- 
ing” of any casual Europeans or officials who 
visited the spot, had been run without detection 
for a considerable time. The promoters no doubt 
were far too astute not to have foreseen the 
probability of a sudden exposure, and it was con- 
jectured that an arrangement had existed by 
which timely information could be sent to them 
by some one who had access to the correspondence 
in the head office — and who had probably travelled 
in the train the arrival of which had been the 
signal for the conspirators’ departure. Indeed, 
one of the party who was subsequently captured 
and went to stay with his father-in-law — which 
is an Indian euphemism for residence in one of His 
Majesty’s jails — confirmed the supposition. But 
of Antonio, that courteous and engaging rascal, 
nothing more was ever seen or heard again. 
Abiit, excessit, evasit, erupit. We missed him 
dreadfully. 
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India, with its population of over 300 millions, 
necessarily presents among its peoples all varieties 
of men and morals. In view of its vast size, it is 
not safe to assign to such a population any typical 
characteristics, but it is impossible to dissociate 
the Indian, any more than any other Oriental, 
from the idea of subtlety. And what Oriental 
subtlety is, only the experienced official in close 
contact with Asiatics ever really comes to know. 
It is polite but persistent, unaggressive but un- 
tiring, and a great part of the Anglo-Indian’s 
education, when he comes to the East, consists in 
learning how to deal with it with caution and 
patience. Whatever its origin, it seems a part of 
the atmosphere of the Orient, and it is a curious 
spectacle to watch the mentally acclimatised 
Western fencing with the astute inhabitants of 
India, without a trace of animosity being engen- 
dered on either side by the encounter ! This is 
the case in big things and small, and perhaps in 
the latter connection a tale may be told. 
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An Indian prison generally consists of an outer 
high wall enclosing an area of some acres of grass 
land dotted about with various buildings such as 
storehouses, factories, &c., and entered by a large 
gateway with double gates on either side of which 
are situated the offices and the show-rooms for the 
various articles manufactured in the jail — for most 
of the prisoners are taught or have learnt some 
sort of trade, and nearly all the clothing, blankets, 
&c., required for the use of the inmates are made 
there, besides such things as carpets, floorcloths, 
woodwork, &c., &c., which are sold to the general 
public. Outside the outer walls are generally 
gardens and fields cultivated by the prisoners, in 
which vegetables, cereals, fruit, &c., are grown for 
their use and consumption — the prevention of 
scurvy by the introduction of anti-scorbutics into 
the diet scale being a very important factor in 
maintaining the health of such populations. In 
the centre of the ground enclosed by the outer 
wall is a second enclosure, usually circular in form, 
and within this again a smaller one of the same 
shape. The space between these two walls is sub- 
divided by other walls, radiating from the centre, 
into more or less triangular enclosures, in each of 
which is situated a barrack with bathing place, 
&c. In the heart of this block of buildings and 
compartments, like the hub of a wheel, is placed 
the cook-house, where the meals for the prisoners 
are prepared. All the enclosures and buildings 
are of course provided with strong locked iron 
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gates in charge of warders. Outside the main 
gate are the guard-room for the police sepoys and 
the houses and dwellings of the various officials, 
&c. ; while the residence of the Superintendent or 
governor is situated in its own grounds in the 
immediate vicinity. 

The staff consists usually of a European medical 
officer as governor, a jailor and assistant jailor, 
also both Europeans — and a considerable number 
of Indian subordinates, comprising an armed police 
guard, warders, hospital assistants, &c. Such a 
prison as the one described would commonly hold 
from 1500 to 2000 prisonei’s, and the efficient con- 
duct and control of such an institution, it may 
well be understood, demands no little ability and 
astuteness on the part of the officer in charge. 

Now Selwyn Sahib, sitting in the office of the 
jail of which he was governor, had issued a 
mysterious order. A number of prisoners were 
to be at once put on to deepen an old well just 
inside the outer wall, which for many years had 
been disused. There were plenty of other wells 
yielding a good and plentiful supply of water, and 
there seemed no reason whatever for the action. 
Still, there was the order, and it had to be obeyed. 
Its reception by the Indian subordinates indicated 
no surprise or interest, but a very careful observer 
might have noticed a sudden gleam of attention 
passing over the carefully disciplined features of 
Mahabir Pershad, the second clerk, when he heard 
the instructions given ; and that night he and his 
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■wife sat smoking and talking quietly for some 
hours into the warm darkness. 

Meanwhile Selwyn Sahib, returning to his bun- 
galow, took out of his pocket for re-perusal a 
missive which had reached him by post on the 
previous morning. It ran : “ To the Honourable 
Selwyn Sahib Bahadur. A well-wisher of the 
Sirkar (Government) has spent many sleepless 
nights awake, seeing how wicked men have de- 
ceived the Cherisher of the Poor. The sahib has 
often shown his red eye because tobacco is found 
in the jail against his orders. This is the work of 
a very wicked man, Durga Singh, who owns the 
village just outside the walls of the jail, where he 
lives. Every night this base one throws tobacco 
over the wall, so that the prisoners get it in the 
morning, and their friends in the city pay him. 
If it be the will of the sahib to punish this wicked 
man, he should deepen the jail well under the 
wall, so that Durga Singh’s well may run dry ; for 
it is a shallow one and close by, and by the mercy 
of God it may thus happen that in this hot weather 
his crops may wither up because he can get no 
water to refresh them, and so he may be ruined. 
All day and night this well-wisher of the Govern- 
ment prays for the life and prosperity of the sahib 
and his family members.” 

The letter was unsigned, but it w'as true that 
Selwyn had been much annoyed by his inability to 
check the illicit entrance of tobacco into the prison, 
and his punishment record was getting long — a 
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fact of which a paternal but not omniscient ad- 
ministration disapproves. All conceivable means 
had been tried to put a stop to the practice, but 
without result. The police guard, the patrolling 
watchmen and the warders, had been subjected to 
the strictest supervision ; everything that came 
into the jail had been most carefully examined ; — 
and yet day after day prisoners were discovered 
with the drug in their possession. Of course 
Sehvyn had suspected the owner of the so-called 
village, which was merely a collection of three or 
four huts ; but the man bore a good character, was 
always at work in his few fields near his dwelling, 
and presented, moreover, the appearance of a guile- 
less and particularly stupid agriculturist, and the 
last sort of person to put himself in opposition to 
the wishes of the authorities. Still Selwyn 
thought that there might be something in the 
suggestions conveyed in the letter, and issued the 
orders referred to. 

Next day the well had been deepened ten feet, 
and in the evening Mahabir Pershad, strolling 
round the hamlet, accidentally met Durga Singh, 
who, after some polite remarks, reminded him that 
the fifty rupees he had lent him for his daughter’s 
marriage had remained for a long while unpaid, 
and added that if it were not forthcoming with 
interest at once, he should, with pain, be compelled 
to take proceedings against him, which he feared 
would get him into trouble with his superiors. 
Mahabir Pershad expressed much sorrow at the 
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delay, stating- that he had proposed to ask the 
“ sahib ” for an advance of pay to meet the debt, 
but regretted that the time just now was most 
inopportune, as that officer was very busy indeed 
deepening a well close to Durga Singh’s ; though 
for what purpose God alone knew. Durga Singh 
evinced no interest in the communication, and 
Mahabir Pershad continued that the “sahib” was in 
some respects a very good “sahib,” but was occasion- 
ally subject to fits of acute madness, during which 
attacks he was a true “shaitan” (devil). Just 
now he was very bad, and had put on five hundred 
men (a slight exaggeration), swearing that he 
would dig a well to the centre of the earth. The 
farmer pondered a little, gave his friend a pleasant 
parting wish for health and prosperity, and added 
that he would allow him a little more time before 
he sued him in court. 

Next day he put on some labourers to deepen 
his own well. This, according to Mahabir 
Pershad’s information, was a disastrous move, 
for Selwyn Sahib, worse than ever, had sworn 
another fearful oath that no one else should dig 
a well as deep as his own, and that, if necessary, 
every prisoner in the jail (about 2000) should 
work at it for a year. The clerk, it appeared, had, 
as a friend of Durga Singh, pointed out that the 
crops of the latter would surely all wither and dry 
up if the water failed in the village well, as it 
certainly would do if the jail one were made much 
deeper ; but Selwyn Sahib had used terrible 
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language to him, and was very angry with the 
farmer for competing with him in his operations, 
and had even declared that he would ruin and 
hang him. After this interview Mahabir Pershad 
discontinued his walks round the village, and was 
unfortunately sick when Durga Singh presently 
sent him a message to come and see him at night. 
The latter persisted for some days in his efforts 
to carry down his own well as deep as the other, 
but the contest was hopeless, and, sure enough, 
presently it ran completely dry. 

The event caused him much anxiety, for failure 
of the crops meant something like ruin, and Selwyn 
declined to see him or have anything to do with 
him. He consulted, after a little bargaining as to 
fees, an old friend who was a retired Indian 
lawyer, but derived little relief from the pro- 
ceeding. It appeared, according to this authority, 
that he had contravened about fifteen sections of 
the Penal Code, the penalties for which varied 
from a fortnight’s simple imprisonment to penal 
servitude for life. It was pointed out, with some 
justice, that conviction under even the mildest 
charge would probably place him under the juris- 
diction of Selwyn Sahib, which was a consumma- 
tion not to be desired under the circumstances. 
A guarded opinion was expressed regarding the 
alleged insanity — “ sahibs” being notoriously prone 
to doing violent and unnecessary things. It was 
to be surmised, moreover, that if Selwyn Sahib 
did not at present possess sufficient information 
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and evidence, there was probably some one ready 
to provide them ; and it was finally recommended 
that if possible the matter should be squared. 
The advice very closely accorded with the farmer’s 
own views, and was perhaps on the whole sounder 
than is always given, and well worth the five 
rupees which Durga Singh grudgingly doled out to 
his adviser. 

So with some difficulty a meeting was arranged 
with the clerk (now better) in a grove of trees at 
some distance from the jail, and there, while both 
squatted on the ground and smoked their “ hoo- 
kahs,” Durga Singh related his trouble, adding, 
“ of a truth it is rightly said that Selwyn Sahib is 
a devil. ’ To this the clerk guardedly assented. 
“ When he is mad, he is so, but when he is well, 
he is a good man and listens to counsel, and even 
the voice of this poor one finds favour with him,” 
he said. The farmer looked at the speaker 
shrewdly. “ The crops have been bad for three 
years, and there are seventeen worthless relatives 
feeding upon me,” he continued rather inconse- 
quently. Ten minutes of silent smoking followed, 
and then Mahabir Pershad rose to depart. “ It is 
the will of God,” he said sadly, “ I also am a very 

poor man. There is a bond for fifty rupees ” 

“ Seventy-five with interest,” said the landowner 
softly ; “ it might be that a favourable word from a 
friend such as thou art, Mahabir Pershad, would 

prove of service. If ten rupees ” The clerk 

sniffed contemptuously. “ It is truly said,” he 
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soliloquised, “ that by the mercy of God a great 
evil is often prevented by the happening of a 
smaller. But I must go.” Durga Singh laid 
a detaining hand on his friend’s arm, who re- 
luctantly sat down again and smoked for a space 
of some minutes. Then the clerk commenced a 
description of a Bengali circus which had recently 
visited the town, and passed lightly from this to 
the consideration of a forecast he had read pre- 
dicting a failure of the rains. He was proceeding 
to a relation of the iniquity of one of his wife’s 
cousins, when Durga Singh, who had listened 
abstractedly while his companion watched him 
like a hawk, stopped him. “There are things 
still to be spoken,” he said, sighing, “ it might be 
that for a friend’s assistance twenty rupees could 
with great difficulty be forgiven from his debt.” 
The clerk appeared to ponder for some moments, 
and then shook his head slowly — “ with less than 
forty rupees forgiven, this poor one and his family 
members will surely starve,” he said, making a 
movement to rise. This was too much for the 
patience of the less astute politician. “ Thou, too, 
art a devil and a robber,” he broke out. Mahabir 
Pershad smiled gently, relit his “hookah,” and 
shrugged his shoulders. 

A good deal of discussion and considerable 
wrangling ensued between the two worthies — at 
length, metaphorically, at real grips with one 
another — at the end of which, however, Durga 
Singh agreed to hand over his bond to the clerk 
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for thirty rupees, on the condition that the latter 
spoke to Selwyn Sahib in his favour and obtained 
him an interview. No reference was to be made 
to the conference. The colloquy then terminated 
with mutual expressions of good wishes for health 
and prosperity — Durga Singh departed with sighs 
which presently changed to curses — and Mahabir 
Pershad returned circuitously to his home with a 
faint smile on his usually lugubrious face. 

There was not much difficulty about procuring 
the interview, and the bond duly changed hands. 
Selwyn was a kind-hearted man, and listened 
sympathetically to Mahabir Pershad’s description 
of the farmer’s misery and despair, although he 
was not inclined to credit the addition that one of 
his women-folk was now lying at the point of 
death as the result of grief and anxiety at the 
prospect of immediate starvation. The meeting 
took place in Selwyn’s office in his own house, and 
was private. Durga Singh, on entering, slipped off 
his shoes, laid his “puggri” at the “sahib’s” feet, 
“salaamed” deeply, and remained standing with 
tears running down his face. Selwyn roughly 
bade him take up his head-gear, and coldly asked 
him his business. It seemed that when the farmer 
attempted to deepen his well, it was far from that 
poor slave’s thoughts to enter into rivalry with 
the exalted Friend of the Poor, if the latter 
desired, doubtless for some good and wise reason, 
to dig a well to the centre of the earth. Selwyn 
stared, and then presently a smile of comprehen- 
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sion crossed his face. “ That was not my purpose 
— you have been misinformed,” he said. “ I was 
deepening the well to receive all the tobacco 
which Durga Singh and his relatives throw over 
the jail wall for the prisoners.” It was now the 
farmer’s turn to stare, but across his countenance, 
too, there presently stole a look of intelligence in 
which a trace of anger might be discerned as he 
thought of the crafty clerk. He sobbed with some 
difficulty for some minutes, casting an acute glance 
through his tears at the indifferent governor. 
Then he said slowly and simply, “ No more tobacco 
will come over the wall, sahib.” “ Then water 
shall flow under the jail walls to the fields,” said 
Selwyn, “ and it may be, that if faith be kept, the 
well will be partly filled up.” Durga Singh again 
“ salaamed ” deeply : “ On my head be it,” he said 
quietly, and, shuffling into his shoes, departed. 

And no more tobacco did come over the wall : 
the prisoners lamented, and the farmer’s fields 
grew green from irrigation. Mahabir Pershad 
applied for a transfer, which was granted without 
difficulty as his aged mother had telegraphed that 
she wished to see her son before she died, and she 
happened to reside in the very town in which his 
contemplated new appointment was situated. But 
the night before his departure he was found very 
severely beaten in a field near his house, though 
he declined to give information to the police on the 
unselfish ground that as his presence was urgently 
required in his new post, he was loath to cause 
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delay in joining his appointment by giving evidence, 
and preferred to subordinate his private affairs to 
the convenience of Government. Selwyn smiled 
grimly when he heard of the incident — Durga 
Singh was as good as his word, and grew his crops 
in peace — and the jail subordinates smiled, and pre- 
dicted a bright and prosperous career for the clerk, 
as a particularly able and intelligent man. But 
they were of course unaware that in a confidential 
“ character book ” kept locked up in his new 
master’s office was a certified entry which ran : 
“ Mahabir Pershad. 2nd clerk — transferred. An 
industrious and capable rascal. 

“ (Signed) G. Selwyn.” 


X. 


THE LITTLE CRICKET. 

Moolchund, “ bunneah ” or shopkeeper, sits in his 
shop in the bazaar at Wazirabad. The terms 
shopkeeper and shop do not, it must be under- 
stood, connote the same idea in the East as in 
the West. Moolchund, for instance, was merely 
a seller of the few articles of food which serve 
the purposes of the middle and lower class Hindus. 
His stock-in-trade was bestowed around him in 
little sacks half turned down to expose their 
contents, and to facilitate removal of portions 
when a sale was effected ; for, as a rule, the vend- 
ing was on a very modest scale, and the purchaser 
as often as not took his goods away with him tied 
up in the corner of his waist-cloth, or carried in a 
little earthen pot. The principal articles thus 
exposed for sale were rice, of various kinds and 
descriptions ; wheat, divided, for culinary pur- 
poses, into whole meal, and the starchy portion 
of the grain separated from the husks by a process 
of shaking the flour in a little tray made of reeds, 
— an operation which, simple as it seems, demands 
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considerable skill to perform properly. Then 
there were the various pulses or leguminous food- 
stuffs necessary to replace the nitrogen which 
would have been consumed as meat by a flesh- 
eating people. Other bags held the red and green 
chillies, turmeric, asafoetida, cocoanut, pepper, &c., 
required for the preparation of curries and other 
condimentary stimulants to digestion. Salt, the 
cheap and powdered kind, and great blocks of 
opalescent rock-salt — white, and with a faint pink 
tinge — w T as also there. Curiously-shaped hairless 
skin bottles some two feet high, at the back of the 
shop, held the clarified butter known as “ghi,” — 
without the use of which no Hindu considers a 
meal to be satisfactorily prepared. 

The house is one of a long line of mud wall 
structures, raised on a plinth about eighteen inches 
above the ground to avoid damp. The shop 
proper, the front room, is really only a verandah, 
being open in front to the street, and about ten 
feet long, six or seven feet deep, and some six feet 
high. Here it is that the goods ai’e shown and 
business transacted. A door at the back leads 
into a dai'k unventilated chamber where the stores 
are kept ; while a rickety staircase out of this 
conducts to two or three rooms above, where the 
“bunneah” and his family sleep in the cold 
weather. A small courtyard behind the dwellings 
contains the cooking and washing places neces- 
sitated by the very primitive habits of the 
residents. 
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With the exception of certain rough wooden 
stringed cots, furniture is absent ; a few cheap 
cotton carpets more or less cover the floors ; and 
the only decorations are a few gaudily-coloured 
and hideous unframed oleographs of gods and their 
consorts — if we except the great red-ochre figure 
ot a demon on the front of the dwelling. This 
last is there more for a utilitarian than aesthetic 
reason, for it serves to warn off evil spirits ; and it 
is occasional^ replaced by an extravagantly badly 
depicted representation of a British soldier — the 
latter being regarded, in the absence of an avail- 
able indigenous deterrent, as a very efficient 
substitute for the purpose. 

In the centre of the shop, hemmed in with his 
various little sacks, bags, and utensils, squats 
Moolchund. He is about forty years of age, clean 
shaven, naked to the waist, and the sacred string 
hangs from one shoulder over a great fat chest and 
prominent paunch. He pays no attention to the 
solicitation of business ; devoting his time to taking 
pulls at his water-pipe which stands beside him, or 
to scanning and cogitating over the entries in a 
long narrow thick book with coarse brown leaves, 
bound in a kind of red canvas cover. When the 
occasional customer arrives, a sort of screech 
summons Balchund, his eldest son (an exact 
replica of his father, less developed), from the re- 
cesses of the dark unsavoury room behind, where 
he is engaged in mysterious processes involved in 
the sorting out and adulteration of the stored 
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goods. No deal is ever transacted without a 
wrangle, in the course of which Balchund exhibits 
high qualities as an Oriental tradesman, carrying 
on an excited argument in a high-pitched voice — 
while his father sits silent, as undisturbed and 
immovable as a graven image. Complicated as 
methods of barter apparently are in the East, they 
are in reality simple, — the seller demands exactly 
twice as much as he is willing to accept, while the 
buyer offers exactly half of what he is prepared to 
give. With a knowledge of the system on both 
sides, an arrangement is always eventually arrived 
at, with the trifling disadvantage of that loss of 
time which no Oriental sees any objection to. 

It would be a mistake to suppose that there 
is anything aimless about the obese trader’s study 
of his curious books, or that he relies altogether 
for his subsistence on his actual takings in the 
shop. He is also a money - lender, and there is 
very little concerning the pecuniary affairs of his 
neighbours with which he is not acquainted. His 
usual rate of interest for small and temporary 
loans is one anna in the rupee per mensem, or 
about 75 per cent — sufficiently high, but for this 
he takes considerable risks, and he has many bad 
debts. His charges are not regarded as exorbit- 
ant by his clients, for custom has sanctioned them, 
and it is possible, indeed, that in a country where 
crops and occupations are precarious, the extinc- 
tion of his fraternity might not prove an alto- 
gether unmixed blessing to the community at large. 
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However this may be, it is certain that Mool- 
chund is a man of some considerable substance, 
and sees no reason to depart from the method 
of business and the views of life generally, which 
have commended themselves to his father and 
forefathers for many generations ; and which have 
been quite naturally absorbed and adopted not 
only by his eldest, but also by his second, son, 
who occupies a similar position in the house of his 
father-in-law, in another part of the country. He 
is of course married, and his wife Lallee is very 
much alive. Although she is only thirty - five 
years of age, she has already lost most of her 
physical attractions ; but she is shrewd, and takes 
no unimportant part in the ordering of affairs in 
the little circle. Quite illiterate and steeped in 
ignorance, and the contentment which, strangely 
enough, so often accompanies these deficiencies, 
she possesses, to a useful extent, the protective 
instincts of what was formerly regarded as the 
weaker sex. Moolchund, in whom the deductive 
faculty is imperfectly developed, always consults 
her in matters, not infrequent, in which he finds 
it difficult to make up his own mind; and has 
learnt by experience to attach considerable im- 
portance to advice and opinion, totally devoid of 
any logical basis, but which is nevertheless found 
in practice to be very generally applicable and 
correct. 

The family consists of the “ bunneah ” and his 
wife, their two elder sons, three daughters married 


THE LITTLE CRICKET. 


251 


and settled in their homes, and — most important 
addition — Hari Dass, his last-born boy, of some 
rive or six years of age. Moolchund and his wife 
would have described the “ mizaj ” (temperament) 
of their elder children as “ mammooli ” (ordinary 
or normal), — that is to say, they lived and 
thought very much as their parents did ; but 
Hari Dass was an exception. Somewhere hidden 
in the sluggish mental constitution of his father 
was a feeling of sincere pride and affection for his 
little son, and this was equally shared by his 
brighter and more active - minded wife, though 
accompanied in the latter case by haunting fear 
and anxiety. For Hari Dass was a pearl among 
children. Handsome, healthy, intelligent and 
affectionate, the little bright - eyed lad was the 
joy of the home. Always ready in his childish 
way with pleasant words and kindly acts, he was 
a general favourite, and yet seemed unspoilt by 
the petting he received. Just such a child indeed, 
as his mother knew, as malevolent gods would 
single out as their prey, or upon whom envious 
people might cast the spell of the Evil Eye. 
Lallee had done her best to avoid such troubles. 
She had dressed him in the plainest and most 
sombre of clothes ; had never spoken but de- 
preciatingly of him ; had called him always, as 
a suitably contemptuous appellation, “ the little 
cricket ” ; and had kept him carefully, as far as 
was possible, from the sight of strangers. His 
very name of Hari Dass was not his own, and 
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the real one, recorded in his horoscope, was known 
only to his father, the family priest, and hei’self 
— lest the knowledge should be utilised by a 
malicious person to work him harm. She had 
even contemplated letting his hair grow, dressing 
him in girl’s clothing, and giving him a female 
name. Many were the prayers and offerings 
made by her to the kindly boy - god Krishna — 
the beloved of Hindu mothers — for his safety ; and 
many, if truth be told, to malevolent deities also, 
to disarm their attacks. 

Under such circumstances did little Hari Dass 
gain his earlier experiences of life. Of moral 
education, as we understand the term, he received 
but little. The “bunneahs” conversation dealt 
entirely with sordid trading matters and the 
affairs of the microcosm in which his life was 
cast, and had certainly no elevating tendency. 
From the “guru,” or religious teacher, it is true, 
he derived instruction concerning reverence for 
the gods, obligations to parents, the observance 
of ritual, and certain caste conventions and re- 
quirements — many of them not devoid of useful 
social and sanitary detail. But Bailee, wise 
woman as she was according to her lights, could 
not convey to the child what had never been 
impressed on herself, and entirely failed to incul- 
cate those principles of discipline, self - control, 
integrity, and regard for truth, so essential as a 
foundation in building up a robust, self-reliant, 
and honourable character. She was just a fond 
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ignorant mother, and remembering her upbring- 
ing, who shall cast a stone against her ? But 
there is no doubt that the lad suffered severely 
later as the result of the defects of his early 
training. 

Tears passed, and the lad grew in stature and 
intellect. Wazirabad was not an important town, 
but it was sufficiently large to possess not only 
vernacular and advanced schools, but also an 
educational institution which bore the proud title 
of College. To the former Hari Dass was sent, 
and very speedily delighted his masters and 
almost paralysed his father, by the exhibition 
of wonderful powers of application and distinct 
indications of genius. Lallee was torn with con- 
flicting thoughts in which pride struggled with 
misgiving; but about one thing she was resolved, 
and that was that under no circumstances should 
he leave his native town to be educated elsewhere, 
and in this she was strongly supported not only 
by the “gui-u,” but also by the “parohit” or 
family priest. But it was otherwise ordained, 
and about this time occurred an incident which 
had a great effect on the boy’s future. 

One of the details of their lives which Hindus, 
both male and female, particularly observe and 
enjoy, is the morning bath. It is an important 
part of their religious and caste observances — 
cleanly and pleasurable. Wazirabad, like most 
Indian towns of any consequence, stood on the 
banks of a deep, broad river, and along the shore 
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were several well-constructed shallow stone flights 
of steps for the convenience of bathers — the largest 
of which was appropriated for the use of females 
only. Lallee, on a certain morning, was one of a 
large crowd of women worshipping and performing 
their ablutions in the water. It was very early — 
just indeed when the sun had appeared above the 
horizon and had not yet acquired the pitiless 
fierceness which would characterise it later on. 
The scene was strangely picturesque and peaceful. 
The deep and rapid river, the sunlight glancing 
on the water, the blue, calm sky, the bright and 
varied colours of the clothing of the bathers, the 
song of birds in the big peepul-tree which sheltered 
the women and children gathered on the stone 
steps, or splashing in the river at their feet, — all 
produced a most pleasing and delightful effect. 
The still fresh morning air rang with cheerful 
laughter and song. No one noticed the great 
black knob which moved silently and slowly along 
the surface of the deep stream in the direction of 
the “ ghat ” or bathing - place. Suddenly there 
was a rush through the water of a huge, dark, 
loathsome monster — a vision of two great raised 
wicked jaws — an agonising shriek — and then, for 
a brief moment, silence. It was, however, almost 
instantly broken by a chorus of screams, the sound 
of frightened women fleeing to the shore, and the 
shouts and yells of men and boys hastening to the 
spot. But there was nothing now to be seen save 
a red streak upon the placid face of the river, 
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which flowed on as if nothing unusual had occurred. 
When the terrified women clustered together 
under the peepul-tree, wailing and sobbing, it was 
found that one was absent. Poor Lallee, seized 
by a hideous “ muggur,” or snub-nosed crocodile, 
was never seen again. 

The tragedy, as said before, had an important 
influence on Hari Dass’s future. Moolchund re- 
ceived the intelligence of his wife’s death with an 
appearance of resigned stoicism which was alto- 
gether misleading. He felt, indeed, her loss 
greatly ; but after sorrowing in a bovine manner 
for some months, he married again. His second wife 
was younger than Lallee, had no great fancy for 
having the young student about the house, and 
readily espoused his cause when he expressed a 
desire to go to college ; and, moreover, pointed 
out that the time had now arrived when Hari 
Dass should formally wed the young girl to whom 
he had been betrothed as a child. But Moolchund, 
if anything, was a man of business, and knew that 
the amount of her dowry w'ould be materially 
affected by the status of his son at the date of the 
marriage — for a graduate has a distinct and 
special value in the Indian matrimonial market. 
So the ceremony was postponed for a time (the 
horoscope fortunately indicating that this was 
desirable), and Hari Dass went to college. Here 
his second great misfortune befell. When he 
entered, the headmaster w r as an Englishman — 
clever, conscientious, though perhaps a little hot- 
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tempered. A certain boy who had been giving a 
good deal of trouble, was at last caught in some 
particularly flagrant and disgraceful proceeding, 
and the headmaster, brought up in an English 
public school, promptly laid the delinquent across 
a desk and administered a castigation under cir- 
cumstances and conditions unresented by the sons 
of the British aristocracy, but appalling to the 
sentiments of the Indian parent. Great was the 
outcry that followed. The college was under the 
control of a committee largely composed of the 
boy’s friends, and although the fear of higher 
authorities prevented his actual dismissal, the 
headmaster was subjected to such a system of 
petty annoyance and covert insult that he very 
soon resigned; and a Calcutta B.A., one Baboo 
Chandra Lai, was appointed in his stead. 

This man would have provided an interesting 
study for the psychologist. In his domestic affairs 
he was a good husband and parent ; in his schol- 
astic work he was industrious and capable ; and he 
was free, at least, from the bolder vices. If an 
unusual faculty for absorbing formulas, and the 
possession of a certain nimbleness of intellect, be 
regarded as cleverness, he was clever — but he had 
no robustness either of mind or body, and was a 
thoroughly discontented man. Despising the great 
majority of his more or less uneducated fellow- 
countrymen, and having very few feelings in com- 
mon with Europeans, he bitterly resented his posi- 
tion in a society in w T hich, if (as he had been led to 
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believe) intellectual attainments constituted the 
touchstone of mei’it, he was calculated not only to 
hold his own but even in some degree to shine. 
His parents had been of the lower middle class, 
and although his father had acquired some smat- 
tering of Western ideas, his mother had been 
steeped in the ignorance and superstition which 
is unfortunately to-day so common among women 
in India. He had been taught as a child to pre- 
sume on the clemency of a benign god or an 
indulgent master, and to cringe to a malevolent 
deity or a stern superior ; and his only real object 
of worship, howsoever and by whomsoever mani- 
fested, was power. With the recognition of this 
attribute in an individual came l’espect and some- 
thing like devotion — without it, something like 
contempt, easily passing into rebellion. He was 
essentially, for good or evil, the result of his 
environment. With a healthy bringing-up and 
under firm sympathetic ti’eatment he would prob- 
ably have developed into a very fair citizen ; as it 
was, he had been starved morally and gorged 
intellectually, with deplorable results. 

All this, however, might have come with time 
and happier conditions to right itself, but for the 
destruction of his ideals and the hopeless jumble 
into which he had got his beliefs. He had natur- 
ally found the acceptance of Western philosophical 
thought incompatible with the retention of most of 
the tenets of the Hindu religion, and the struggle, 
honestly attempted, to reconcile such divergent 
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teachings, had led to a state of something like 
mental chaos. His mind was a curious compound 
of metaphysical speculation, genuine knowledge, 
and very human simplicity and weakness. In the 
revulsion of feeling which follows disillusionment, 
he felt little desire, or despaired of the attempt, to 
substitute anything for the faith he had lost, or to 
replace the idols which had fallen to the ground, 
and he was, in fact, no longer capable of forming a 
conception of perfection, but looked on life and 
man with a sort of hopeless cynicism. All that 
he was convinced of was that everything was 
radically wrong, and, regarding the Government 
as responsible for this state of affairs, he was 
satisfied that it must be subverted and done away 
with before there could be any real hope of im- 
provement. With the question of what was to 
replace it when this was accomplished he did not 
concern himself — that lay on the lap of some gods 
— of what gods he was not sure. 

Such was the man appointed to instruct the 
minds, and mould the thoughts, of a large body of 
impressionable and receptive young Indian lads. 
It must not be supposed, however, that Baboo 
Chandra Lai openly displayed these sentiments. 
He was a poor man, entirely dependent on his 
salary as schoolmaster, and had a holy dread of 
the “magistrate sahib” who was president of the 
school committee ; albeit the latter had little 
time for this portion of his duties, being often 
away on inspection duty, or engaged in one or 
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other of the multifarious tasks nowadays demanded 
from the Indian civilian. But the Baboo had a 
real liking for the bright, appreciative lad — it was 
a relief to unburden his soul — and he often sum- 
moned Hari Dass to his quarters, and squatting 
there, after divesting himself of his European 
clothes in which he never felt really comfortable, 
he would discourse, lightly attired in a waist-cloth 
and a red flannel shawl over one shoulder, on 
men and many things. Very subtle and very 
intangible was the poison he disseminated, much 
of which, indeed, was unintelligible to the listening 
and admiring youth — but the seed thus sown was 
to bear fruit in later days. 

Presently there came a day when Hari Dass, a 
comparatively junior student, bore off the medal 
of the college. Moolchund, very proud, but with 
much searching of heart concerning the expense, 
gave a big dinner to his caste-fellows, and a great 
many squibs and other fireworks were let off. The 
entertainment was a complete success ; congratu- 
lations poured in upon the fortunate youth — but 
perhaps if Lallee had been alive she would have 
looked askance at the proceedings. One result 
was that the “ bunneah ” was persuaded to send 
his promising son to a university in a great city. 

So Hari Dass started off with all the good 
wishes of Wazirabad ; though the old “guru,” in 
his isolated shanty, shook his venerable head and 
made a special offering for the lad’s welfare to the 
great gods. Letters came to Moolchund pretty 
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regularly at first — descriptions of the wonders of 
the great city, details concerning his work, com- 
ments on the inadequacy of his allowance, and 
sometimes there were allusions to clubs and 
societies the student had begun to frequent. 
Occasionally also there were references to some 
unusual event, such as when once a “ Parliament 
member,” on tour in the country, had made a 
speech at one of these societies. Hari Dass had 
been much astonished at his eloquence and moved 
to much enthusiasm by what he had said ; though 
with an instinct seldom absent from natives of 
India, he had naively added that the speaker did 
not seem to be a “ pucka [real] sahib.” Much of 
what was written was Greek to the rural trades- 
man, who proudly showed the letters to his old 
friend the “ guru,” and, while moaning at the 
expense, derived considerable comfort from the 
enhanced respect which his gifted son’s position 
gave him in the community. Then Hari Dass 
came home for his vacation — pleasant as ever to 
his friends, but unmistakably changed. Poor 
Moolchund could make very little of his conversa- 
tion, and follow very few of the diatribes against 
the Government which he sometimes indulged in. 
A good deal of the lad’s time was passed in the 
perusal of vernacular newspapers reeking with 
sedition and misrepresentation, and sometimes he 
would sit for hours in brooding silence ; though 
at others he was as cheery as ever. The Hindu 
religion lays very little stress upon congregational 
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worship, so that his neglect of religious duties was 
not much noticed by his friends ; and his attitude 
to the “ guru ” and the family priest was correct 
and seemly. He went with his father to pay his 
respects to the “ magistrate sahib,” and created a 
good impression by his intelligence and courtesy. 
Altogether he was a good deal of an enigma. The 
“ bunneah’s ” heart sometimes misgave him, but 
his son seemed to have two sides to his character, 
and, buoyed up by pride and affection for the boy, 
he hoped for the best. 

There is a mysterious underground form of com- 
munication in India, and a good deal of informa- 
tion circulates through other than the regular 
channels. One day the “ guru ” sent for Mool- 
chund and showed him a letter which had never 
passed through the post. It was to the effect that 
there had been a good deal of insubordination in 
the university in the great city — that the author- 
ship of certain highly incendiary pamphlets had 
been traced to the students there — that the 
“ Sirkar ” (Government) was very angry — and that 
(here the poor listener’s face assumed a greenish 
hue), Hari Dass was gravely suspected of being 
one of the ringleaders in the seditious movement. 
All one long hot night the two old men talked 
over the matter, and, when the day broke, a 
scheme had been decided upon. As a result, 
Moolchund called that morning on the “doctor 
sahib ” (the Civil Surgeon), a kindly man to whom 
the “ bunneah ” had taken a strong liking, and in 
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whom he had reposed complete confidence ever 
since he had called him in in despair when suffer- 
ing from a surfeit — after having conscientiously 
swallowed both the pills and the enclosing paper 
with the incantation upon it, which had been ad- 
ministered by the native physician without any 
beneficial result. To him, then, Moolchund imparted 
the information that Hari Dass was suffering from 
an obscure mental disease, and wished to have his 
authority to order the lad home ; but Mardon, the 
Civil Surgeon, pointed out that he could not do this 
in the absence of any professional knowledge of the 
case. This difficulty had been foreseen, and the 
visitor proceeded to roll out a long string of plaus- 
ible but mendacious reasons which had been agreed 
upon, as to why the lad should be quietly but im- 
mediately summoned. Mardon knew the people 
thoroughly, and, moreover, liked the bright little 
lad he remembered very well. He conjectured 
immediately that he had got into some serious 
trouble, of the nature of which he was not likely 
to hear the truth, and brusquely suggested that 
if this were the case the youth should simply dis- 
appear for a time until the matter should blow 
over, or could be arranged. This advice very well 
accorded Avith the views of both Moolchund and the 
“guru”; a poor relation left by train next day for 
the large city — and long before the authorities 
took their tardy action, Hari Dass had quitted 
the university for ever, and was in hiding in a 
distant part of the country. He need not, as 
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a matter of fact, have exercised so much caution 
in concealing his whereabouts, for Government had 
no time to bother itself about the capture of a 
self-sufficient schoolboy who had never actually 
broken the peace ; but then the callow agitator 
had by no means regarded himself as of so little 
importance. 

All fugitives from justice in India eventually 
gravitate back to their homes — a characteristic 
which greatly assists the police in the discharge 
of their duties. When Hari Dass found there 
was no hue and cry, it was not long before he got 
into touch with his afflicted father, and, on his 
advice, settled under an assumed name in a town 
some fifty miles from his home, upon a meagre 
allowance which was conveyed to him. Here he 
went rapidly from bad to worse. There was un- 
fortunately a small but violent faction in the place, 
and the lad (for he was little more), smarting 
under the sense of failure and conscious of having 
wrecked his career, vented his rage on a Govern- 
ment to which he, unreasonably enough, attributed 
his downfall — and threw in his lot uncompromis- 
ingly with the anarchist element. 

One of the curious methods adopted by extrem- 
ists in India is to endeavour to secure more 
freedom for the people by robbing them for the 
purpose. There was a band of young men (they 
called themselves “ volunteers ”) in the district in 
which Hari Dass now resided, which made armed 
descents upon little centres of population and 
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cruelly pillaged the harmless inhabitants of their 
possessions ; ostensibly in order to provide funds 
for the advanced party. Whether any of the 
proceeds of this brigandage ever reached the 
party’s exchequer is extremely doubtful, but the 
prevalence of these crimes became a very serious 
menace to the law-abiding population, despite the 
best efforts of the police. The secret of the 
selected point of attack on any particular night 
was carefully kept, and there was practically never 
any resistance experienced from the unarmed and 
defenceless villagers. The whole district was 
seriously alarmed. Similar disturbances were at 
that time occurring in other parts of the country, 
and censure has in some places been bestowed on 
the authorities for not taking earlier and more 
strenuous action to put a stop to such proceedings. 
But the fact probably was that those in charge of 
the safety of the population, well acquainted with 
the real nature and character of these disturbers 
of the peace, were tempted at first not to take the 
matter too seriously. The situation was one not 
easily appreciated by other than experienced 
Anglo - Indian officials. These lads and young 
men who had joined these bands were not in any 
sense armed ruffians who had systematically defied 
the law, and they had indeed until quite lately 
been well-conducted respectable sons of respect- 
able parents. They came of a stock which had 
never furnished a single soldier to any army in 
any cause, and were essentially mere students 
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intoxicated with a sense of self-importance which 
was entirely novel to them, and the result of the 
perusal of a literature, which they imperfectly 
understood ; which had been written for a people 
altogether differently constituted to themselves ; 
and which had assumed the existence of a stage 
of political development in the reader to which 
comparatively few Indians have as yet attained. 
Impressionable to an extent bordering upon the 
hysterical, they were really the catspaws of more 
astute and cautious conspirators behind the scenes. 
These “ volunteers,” it may be said, had embarked 
in a puerile manner upon a sort of crusade. The 
term, it is true, may, on account of its associations, 
be taken exception to, but its use is to some 
extent justified by the fact that many of them 
acted from more or less altruistic, if extravagant 
and mistaken, motives. Their attitude is difficult 
of comprehension by the calculating matter-of- 
fact Western, but when the comparatively recent 
emergence of the Indian youth from crass ignor- 
ance and superstition is remembered, the position 
becomes much better understood, and for instances 
of analogous semi-fanatical movements we must 
look, not to modern times, but to periods of the 
world’s history when a people was only just com- 
mencing generally to pass out of darkness into 
light. Such instances are sufficiently instructive. 

But at last the pillagers made a fatal mistake 
in their arrangements. One night they swooped 
down on a little hamlet ; setting fire to the huts, 
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and rushing upon the residents to the accompani- 
ment of shots fired from the few weapons they 
possessed. The wretched people, roused from sleep 
by the noise and conflagration, made little attempt 
to defend themselves ; but there happened to be 
staying in the village rest-house, unknown to the 
band, a Pathan Indian officer and his two sons. 
Sufdar Khan, who at no time had any particular 
respect for the sanctity of human life, and who, 
moreover, regarded down-country natives as little 
better than vermin, promptly ran his sword 
thi’ough the nearest robber up to the hilt ; while 
his two lusty sons laid about them with the 
heavy iron - bound clubs they carried for pro- 
tection when travelling. Thus reinforced, the 
villagers rallied, charged their assailants, and 
the whole matter was over in less than twenty 
minutes ; for the cowardly raiders, astonished at 
their reception, at once gave way and fled in 
all directions. When the affair was over, only 
one body lay upon the ground, with the blood 
welling up from a wound through the heart, 
and the glazed eyes staring at the sky. And 
this was all that was left of the happy, cheery 
lad and brilliant scholar who had once been 
Hari Dass. 

Noon next day brought the Magistrate, the 
Superintendent of Police, and the Civil Surgeon 
galloping post-haste to the scene of the attack ; 
for the village watchman, emerging from the 
seclusion of a hut on the outskirts of the hamlet 
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as soon as the disturbance was over, had run 
to the nearest police post, from whence a mounted 
constable had carried a considerably exaggerated 
account of the incident to headquarters. A 
detailed inquiry held by the authorities on the 
spot exonerated Safdar Khan, but left the identity 
of the victim undetermined, as he was totally 
unknown to the villagers — nor did the subsequent 
investigations by the police throw any further 
light on the matter. Only Mardon, after dress- 
ing the few wounds received by the residents, 
stood and looked for a few minutes very care- 
fully at the features of the dead lad. Rightly 
or wrongly, whatever he recognised or suspected 
he kept to himself. 

This is the story, with some modifications, as 
related by a weird figure covered with ashes, 
naked save for a waist-cloth, crouching over a 
few embers at a place of pilgrimage in Northern 
India — who was now a half-witted nameless 
“ sadhu ” or religious ascetic, but who had been 
known in other days as Baboo Chandra Lai. 
He was lamenting to his friends the premature 
decease of a lad who, he opined, would have 
proved a perfect “ chela" or disciple, “had the 
gods permitted him to attain knowledge.” 
But, as will be obvious, most of the narrative, 
including the portion relating to the Baboo him- 
self, is from other and less eccentric sources. 
Whether Moolchund ever heard of the nature 
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of his son’s end, I never ascertained, and nothing 
in his demeanour ever indicated any change in 
his ordinary very limited -view of life and its 
vicissitudes. But when he died some years 
later, I have heard that at the bottom of an 
old chest copiously studded with big metal bosses 
and strongly bound with iron clamps, but with 
a cheap lock which any one could have opened 
with a nail, they found, embedded in old blankets 
and worn-out clothes, a small packet containing 
a tarnished medal wrapped in a piece of country 
paper labelled in the vernacular apparently 

recently, “ The little cricket ; died .” The 

date corresponded with the one upon which Hari 
Dass had left Wazirabad for the great city, so, 
I have thought, perhaps the poor old man had 
known. For indeed the son he had proudly 
watched and loved so long had been lost to him 
about that time. 


XI. 


THE MISADVENTURES OF PAIGA. 

Islamabad, a town in Upper India, while not 
sufficiently large or important enough to be a 
municipality, was sufficiently so to have come, at 
the present time, within the provisions of Act XX., 
and thereby, to the great sorrow of the inhabit- 
ants, rendered liable to be compulsorily sanitated 
and subjected to other wholesome but unpopular 
infringements of personal liberty. But in the 
days to which the incidents in this story relate, 
it was unprovided with such disguised blessings. 
Like so many centres of population in India, it 
stood on the bank of a small river, and consisted 
essentially of one main paved street bounded on 
either sid.e by houses, in the lower stories of 
which the shopkeepers displayed their wares, 
while the upper ones, usually provided with 
wooden balconies overhanging the road, formed 
the dwelling-places of the residents. Branching 
off from the main thoroughfare were other smaller 
streets, mostly unpaved and exceedingly dirty, 
where dwelt the poorer classes — long lines of hovels, 
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broken here and there by the residence of one of 
the wealthier inhabitants. The principal buildings, 
situated about the centre of the town and open- 
ing upon the main road, were the Tehsil, where 
the Tehsildar, an Indian official with magisterial 
powers, held his court ; and facing this, the 
Thana, or police station, where the chief Indian 
police official, the Thanadar, had his head- 
quarters. Both structures were provided with 
large stucco Saracenic arches facing the roadway ; 
forming the entrance to courtyards with small 
chambers all round. A schoolhouse and a dis- 
pensary, both of a very unpretending character, 
completed the public buildings. The Tehsildar 
and Thanadar were the representatives of the 
Government, and as such enjoyed considerable 
status and power, but there were also a certain 
number of fairly well-to-do men, “mahajuns” or 
bankers, lawyers, doctors, &c. The bulk of the 
population, however, consisted of the small shop- 
keepers already referred to, artisans plying their 
various caste trades, farmers, cowkeepers, agricul- 
turists, &c. 

At the period at which this story opens, there 
was a good deal of excitement at Islamabad. A 
belated villager, returning to his home, had heard 
a crackling noise, and seen a body of smoke issuing 
from the dwelling of one of the wealthiest of the 
residents, a banker, Balkishen by name. There 
should have been a watchman in the locality, but, 
as it subsequently transpired, he was suffering 
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from fever and was, according to his own statement, 
unconscious at the time. The villager, failing to 
find this guardian of the public safety, proceeded 
therefore to the Thana and informed the constable 
on duty of his discovery. This official reported 
the matter to the sleeping Thanadar, who there- 
upon summoned his subordinates. During these 
proceedings the villager, feeling that he had done 
all that could possibly be expected of him, had 
disappeared ; and the oonstable was not quite sure 
in what street he had said the fire Avas. All this 
caused some delay, and when the party started, it 
Avas soon met by a crowd of excited people running 
to give the alarm. But the material of an Indian 
house is mostly Avood, and Avhen they reached the 
spot the building Avas in flames from basement to 
roof. All the neighbourhood Avas there to help, 
but there Avas no fire-engine ; the earthen pitchers 
full of water Avere of little use ; and in a very short 
time it Avas evident that nothing of any conse- 
quence to arrest the fire could be done. Luckily 
the buildings on either side and opposite Avere mere 
shanties, so the conflagration did not spread ; and, 
moreover, it Avas presently ascertained that the 
only occupants of the house, the banker, his Avife, 
and tAvo small children, had all escaped Avitbout 
injury. The Avoman and children Avere given 
shelter by a neighbour, but the OAvner did not 
leave the spot. He Avas a portly, sleek Hindu 
of from fifty to sixty years of age, and in ordinary 
times was dignified in manner and quietly but 
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well attired. But now he squatted, dishevelled, 
moaning, and smoke-begrimed, on the ground — 
the very picture of woe. Everything he possessed, 
he wailed, was in the house. It was with the 
greatest difficulty, when it was obvious that 
the building was doomed, that the unfortunate 
man could at last be persuaded to retire to the 
dwelling of a friend, leaning on the arm of his 
servant Paiga. 

Mumtaz Ahmed, the Thanadar, was a capable 
man, not originally born with an undue confidence 
in his fellow - creatures, and now, after twenty- 
five years’ service in the police, less inclined than 
ever to yield to any such weakness. The day had 
broken, and as soon as the crowd, assisted by the 
ministrations of the constables, had melted away, 
he proceeded to inspect the ruins as far as the glow- 
ing mass of burnt timbers would allow him. A 
portion of a wooden staircase, nearly all destroyed, 
still projected from where the supports had been 
let into the wall ; and this he found he could 
reach. He rubbed his hands several times over 
the woodwork which had escaped the flames, and 
applied them to his nose. The result appeared 
to excite him to further examination, and after 
spending the best part of an hour in his investiga- 
tion, he put a guard over the debris, and returned 
without any remarks to the Thana. 

By noon the next day it was possible to make a 
thorough search in the ruins for anything that 
might have escaped destruction, and this was 
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carried out by the Thanadar and Tehsildar, assisted 
by the now somewhat calmer banker. But there 
was vei’y little found. There were two or three 
ingots of silver, and one of silver and gold fused 
together, which had evidently been collections of 
rupees and some gold coins, and also, — what 
moved the owner to renewed lamentations, — the 
charred remains of a great wooden chest full of 
what had once been paper ; for this, he excitedly 
declared, represented all that was left of the 
bonds, notes, and valuable securities which had 
constituted the great bulk of his fortune. The 
loss meant absolute ruin, for, as is commonly the 
case with Indians, nothing was insured. There is 
never much furniture in an Eastern house, and 
the little there had been was totally destroyed. 
Balkishen took away his ingots and, prostrated 
with grief, left the spot — and a few days later, 
after further fruitless searching among the ruins, 
disappeared from the neighbourhood. 

The incident was duly reported to the authori- 
ties as an accidental fire, and Mumtaz Ahmed, 
like a wise man, kept his suspicions to himself 
since he was not in a position to prove anything. 
The matter, indeed, would have been speedily 
forgotten, but for the appearance on the scene 
of a number of creditors, so soon as the news of 
the disaster had spread abroad. But Balkishen 
with his belongings had totally vanished ; he was 
apparently a ruined man ; and the hungry horde, 
despairing of getting blood out of a stone, presently 
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abandoned their efforts to ascertain his where- 
abouts, and departed. Paiga, the servant, by- 
caste a Pasi or swineherd, obtained employment 
in the neighbourhood ; lamenting the loss of a 
good master, and the undeserved misfortune 
which had fallen on himself. Islamabad l’esumed 
its wonted calm. 

A broad, unmetalled, grass - grown road runs 
from Islamabad to Mozufferpore, and on the 
margin of this, about four miles from the former 
town, there is situated a small unenclosed orchard 
of common country mangoes, coarse fruit such as 
the guava, and a few oleander bushes. One morn- 
ing, a few months before the incidents related, the 
proprietor of this, a certain Nund Kishore, visiting 
his property, had been surprised, and not particu- 
larly pleased, to find that a long-haired faquir, 
covered with ashes, had established himself in 
the centre of the grove among the trees, built his 
little “ chula” or mud fireplace, plastered the 
ground all round it, spread out his mat, and made 
other arrangements which in the case of a religi- 
ous mendicant indicate that he intends to make 
the spot a temporary home. A mild expostulation 
with the new arrival had elicited such a volley of 
curses as made the unfortunate owner of the 
property quail ; and he had raised no further 
objection when, later on, he found that his un- 
welcome visitor had constructed a small platform 
of earth about a foot high, and had erected upon 
this a miserable one-roomed shanty, surmounted 
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by a long bamboo decorated at its end with a 
tawdry flag bearing the image of Hanuman, the 
monkey-god, rudely depicted upon it. Who the 
ascetic was, or from whence he came, no one 
knew ; nor did his demeanour court inquiries. He 
subsisted on alms bestowed upon him by wayfarers, 
and presently, in the strange way that sanctity 
comes to cling about such persons in India, the 
simple villagers, mostly women, began to come to 
him for prayers and advice, and to regard him as 
a very holy man. He was a tall, spare individual 
between fifty and sixty years of age, with an 
abstracted meditative air, which was, however, 
somewhat out of keeping with his shrewd spark- 
ling eyes. He seldom spoke, but then very much 
to the purpose, and two or three predictions 
happening to come true, this, coupled with his 
mysterious life, raised him high in the estimation 
of his credulous neighbours. Even people of some 
position in Islamabad itself, attracted by his repu- 
tation, sometimes came to consult him. There 
was no doubt about his sanctity, but his temper 
was atrocious ; and when Paiga, who had also 
taken to visiting him, was found early one morn- 
ing clubbed senseless on the road near the hut, 
there were many who suspected that the victim 
might have in some way offended the recluse. 
But Paiga, when he caine to himself, stoutly 
denied this, saying he had been set upon by a 
band of thieves whom he had with great difficulty 
beaten off before losing his senses. He, however, 
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made no further visits to the Bairagi — for this was 
the sect to which the faquir belonged. 

The attack was duly reported to Mumtaz Ahmed, 
the Thanadar, and although all his efforts to dis- 
cover the assailants were unavailing, the inquiry 
elicited the fact that on one occasion passers-by in 
the darkness had heard the sound of a fierce alter- 
cation in the hut, in which the raised angry voice 
of the owner had been recognised, though that 
of the other disputant, which was pitched in a 
much lower key, appeared to be that of a stranger. 
The Thanadar could make nothing of the matter 
at all. He instituted cautious but careful inquiries 
into the antecedeiits of the faquir, but, as is usually 
the case where members of this great irresponsible 
wandering class are concerned, no one appeared to 
be able to give the least information regarding 
him. He remembered the suspicions of the 
villagers that the object of the late assault had 
probably fallen foul of him, and took an oppor- 
tunity of more fully interrogating Paiga (now 
peacefully engaged in tending pigs) as to the 
details of his encounter with the “men in buck- 
ram.” That worthy, however, after entangling 
himself in a mass of conflicting statements, eventu- 
ally fell back upon the excuse that he could not be 
sure of what had actually occurred, on account of 
the darkness. This was all Mumtaz Ahmed 
wanted, for he had ascertained that the night 
when the incident occurred had been clear, and the 
moon nearly at the full. He therefore dismissed 
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the witness courteously and apparently satisfied — 
and had him carefully watched. 

The reports which presently came in regarding 
Paiga’s movements were interesting. His duties 
in connection with his attractive flock did not 
seem to be exacting, and he was in the habit, it 
appeared, of leaving his charge and frequenting a 
small grove of trees about a mile from Islamabad ; 
and had been observed, moreover, on more than one 
occasion, digging at the foot of these with the small 
short sort of spade which is the usual implement 
in the hands of the Indian agriculturist, but very 
rarely seen in those of men of Paiga’s caste. The 
Thanadar began to see a little light. He strongly 
suspected that the banker had set fire to his 
residence himself, for he had detected the smell of 
kerosene oil on parts of the materials of his house ; 
and it was probable he had done this to defraud 
his creditors. This is an expedient common 
enough in the East, and not altogether unknown 
elsewhere. His servant Paiga had probably been 
his accomplice. But what he wanted to know was 
whether Balkishen had secured for himself a 
nest-egg before destroying his property ; and if 
so, where he had put it. The pig- tender’s ex- 
plorations suggested that a similar idea had oc- 
curred to him, and that he suspected that his 
former master had buried his treasure in the grove 
of trees where he conducted his operations. The 
Thanadar thought the matter over long and care- 
fully, and eventually took into his confidence a 
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constable — one Surfaraz Khan, a tall, fierce, 
black-bearded Pathan from the north. 

One evening, Paiga, squatting on the ground in 
front of his hut and pulling contentedly at his 
long country pipe, found his head shrouded in a 
thick blanket, and his body being rapidly borne 
away by a couple of lusty men. On account of 
his caste, his dwelling was situated on the very 
outskirts of the village, and the smothered cries 
he endeavoured to utter under the blanket reached 
nobody’s ears. In a few moments he realised that 
he had been bundled into a small cart, and that a 
rough voice was informing him that if he moved or 
spoke his throat would be cut from ear to ear. He 
was too frightened to do anything, and presently 
the rough jolting and tinkling of bells told him 
that he was being conveyed over rough ground in 
a vehicle drawn Jby trotting bullocks. The journey 
lasted some hours — his captors so far loosening 
the covering over his head as to permit him to 
breathe. At length, just as the first signs of 
dawn appeared on the horizon, the cart stopped 
before a low building — two strapping men with 
masks on hauled him roughly out, and after pitch- 
ing him into a dark evil-smelling chamber, tied his 
arms and legs securely, and warned him that to 
make any sound would be the signal for his 
death. 

When day fully broke he looked around him. 
He was, he at once recognised, in an old deserted 
stable ; the stalls in which were separated from 
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one another by mud walls about six feet high, 
while the space between them and the roof was 
quite open. A murmuring sound of voices a short 
distance off denoted that other people were in the 
building ; but the stalls on either side of the one in 
which he found himself, were, from the silence, 
apparently empty. About noon one of the men 
brought him food and water, but made no reply 
to the captive’s entreaties and appeals for explan- 
ation of his treatment. Despite his alarm and 
anxiety however, such is the force of habit, he 
presently fell asleep ; but was awakened suddenly 
by a piercing shriek in the next stall, and what 
sounded like heavy blows being struck. Night 
had fallen, and the shanty was in complete dark- 
ness, save for a faint glow as from a small fire in 
the vicinity. There was a minute’s silence, and 
then a harsh low voice said, “ Get up.” Then 
followed the sound of more blows, shrieks and 
pleadings for mercy. Poor Paiga's heart stood 
still. “ What is your name ? ” growled the same 
voice he had heard before. A muttering sound 
followed. “ Son of a thousand pigs,” came the 
voice again, but in a fiercer and higher key, “ it 
is Balkishen, the ‘ mahajun’ and thief. One more 
lie, and your tongue shall be cut out of your throat. 
It was you, shameless one, who set your house on 
fire to cheat your creditors.” “ Mercy, mercy ; it 
was the scoundrel Paiga,” were the alarming 
words which came over the wall to the ears of 
the pig- tender, cold and clammy with fright. 
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“ Where did } 7 ou put your money ? ” was the next 
inquiry in a terrible voice. No reply. “Answer, 
bastard.” Still silence. Then to his horror the 
shivering listener heard the order, “ Bring the hot 
irons.” Groans and shrieks followed, and a horrible 
singeing odour was wafted over the divisional wall. 
Then the cries and piteous appeals for mercy were 
redoubled, and at last came a low muttering sound, 
and finally “that will do” from the rough voice. 
Clearly the victim had confessed. Paiga fainted. 

When he came to, two big masked men were 
standing over him. “ Pasi ” (member of the swine- 
herd class), said the shorter of the pair, “ if you 
desire to live, tell the truth. Did the carrion in 
the next stall, Balkishen, ‘ mahajun,’ set fire to his 
house, or did you ? ” “ Balkishen did it,” stuttered 

the terrified man ; “ this slave did but obey orders. 
That evil one was desirous to save his money, and 
had carried it away secretly at night.” “ Good ; 
that liar confessed as much. Where did he put 
it ? ” was the next inquiry in a somewhat milder 
tone. Paiga, slightly relieved, rapidly made up 
his mind to tell all he knew, especially since it 
was pretty clear that the information had been 
already extracted from the unfortunate banker. 
“ Cherisher of the poor,” he rapidly repeated with 
his forehead in the dust, grovelling on the ground 
at the feet of his interrogator, “ this poor one has 
searched for a long while for the place, but with- 
out success. Often that base one went secretly 
to a grove near the city and this slave watched 


/ 


THE MISADVENTURES OF PAIGA. 281 


him, but — who shall deceive the favoured one of 
the gods — many searches have failed to find any- 
thing there.” The man gave a sneering laugh. 
“ We know that,” he said ; “ did your master ever 
go on these expeditions alone to any one ? ” Paiga 
hesitated, and the taller man nodded to his con- 
federate. “ I told you he would want the irons,” 
he growled. The pig-tender gave a howl. “ Twice 
he went to the faquir at the orchard, of Nand 
Keshore,” he blurted out rapidly. “ Mercy, mercy ; 
this is all this slave knows.” 

The men looked at one another. “ Let the dog 
be,” said the one who seemed to be the leader ; 
and turning to the shivering wretch he said, “ If 
you breathe a word of what you have seen and 
heard to-night to any living soul, we will cut your 
heart out. Your scoundrel of a master is dead, 
and as no one but ourselves knows that he has 
been brought here, he will never be seen or heard 
of again.” They released the wretched Paiga, 
spat on him, and left him. 

The two men, quitting the building, took off 
their masks, revealing the faces of the Thanadar 
and Surfaraz Khan. “ We must ride hard to-night 
to reach Islamabad before daybreak,” said the 
former, as they walked to where two horses 
stood tethered by their feet under a tree. “And 
what about the Hindu rogue in the orchard ? ” 
inquired Surfaraz Khan. “ Ten days from now is 
the ‘Amawas’ at Hard war,” replied his companion, 
“and to such an important fair he will surely be 
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starting in a day or two. Then we can explore 
the place thoroughly. There is no hurry — that 
base-born dog will never speak.” 

But for once the astute Mumtaz Ahmed was 
mistaken. He had made two serious blunders. 
Paiga, cowering on the ground, heard the retreat- 
ing sound of galloping horses, and after about an 
hour elapsing without anything occurring, raised 
his head and looked round. A flickering glow 
showed that the fire used by the torturers for 
heating their irons was still burning, and after a 
while he gathered up sufficient courage to rise, 
quit his prison, and go round to the next enclosure 
where he expected to find the dead body of his 
late employer. But it was quite empty. He 
blew up the embers of the fire and put on a little 
more wood, and by the light yielded by the blaze, 
he carefully examined the grass-grown floor of the 
empty stall. There were no signs of any disturb- 
ance of the grass as would have been caused by 
such incidents as he seemed to have ovei'heard. 
Presently he noticed a log of wood, and his eye 
fell on a piece of fresh calf-skin — and taking the 
latter up, he saw where it had been recently 
seared by some hot implement. It had evidently 
been left behind by the two men. This was 
Mumtaz Ahmed’s first oversight, and it set Paiga 
thinking. Suddenly a recollection flashed across 
his brain. The caste to which he belonged com- 
bines pig - tending with a good deal of petty 
larceny, and, on the principle of setting a thief to 
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catch a thief, the members of it are often employed 
as watchmen — and, curiously enough, are usually 
trustworthy. In the discharge of their duties 
these watchmen are brought a good deal into 
contact with the police — whose methods of detec- 
tion of crime, in the times we are dealing with, 
though very effective, were not always of a 
character which would commend itself to the 
Western philanthropist. He remembered now 
having heard with much approval and admiration, 
at one of his caste meetings, of how the perpe- 
trators of a great robbery had been detected by 
exactly such a plot as that of Avhich he had just 
been a victim. The proceedings and confession he 
had heard, he now saw, were all fictitious and part 
of a cleverly acted play — the “ mahajun ” had 
never been there at all ! The overlooking of the 
possibility of one of Paiga’s caste having heard of 
the stratagem was the second of the Thanadar’s 
mistakes. 

A wave of fury swept over the pig-tender — not 
only on account of the treatment he had received, 
but also because he recognised that he had fallen 
into the trap, and had directed the attention of his 
persecutors to the faquir. For, after the failure of 
his explorations in the grove, he had felt pretty 
sure that Balkishen had left his treasure with that 
individual, and the suspicions of the villagers that 
he had been mauled by him were perfectly correct. 
He had first visited the holy man and endeavoured 
to engage him in some useful conversation, and 
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after being rudely repulsed, had, on a second 
occasion, been surprised by the owner while rum- 
maging about in his hut, and had then been 
knocked down senseless ; and his body had been 
carried away and thrown down in the road where 
it had been found. He had always, however, in- 
tended to have the booty somehow — but now it 
would fall into the hands of the police ! He was 
furious at the thought. There was still time, how- 
ever, to secure revenge by thwarting the latter, 
and also an off-chance of obtaining a liberal reward 
by warning the faquir. His mind was rapidly 
made up, and the first gleam of daylight saw him 
running like a greyhound across country in a bee- 
line for Nand Kishore’s orchard. He knew his 
way quite well, for he had recognised, on coming 
into the open, that the stable was a building 
attached to a ruined planter’s bungalow ; the size 
and design of which denoted both the opulence 
and peculiar notions regarding domestic arrange- 
ments, which had characterised the long dead-and- 
gone owner. In a couple of hours he reached his 
destination. The faquir, nearly naked, was squat- 
ting before a small fire in front of his hut ab- 
stractedly counting the beads of his rosary, with 
eyes fixed on the ground. “ Holy one,” panted 
Paiga, throwing himself down in front of him, 
“ this poor one comes to tell you the police have 
discovered where Balkishen’s treasure is, and will 
be here directly.” Not a sound indicated the 
slightest interest in his communication on the 
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part of the recluse. All he did was to place 
the long iron pincers with a ring at the top, 
which for some reason all men of his profession 
carry, into the fire before him. “Listen, holy 
one,” continued Paiga — and he rapidly related all 
that had passed at the stable ; at the same time 
displaying the piece of calf’s skin which he had 
brought with him. The holy man glanced at it 
carelessly, and then suddenly starting to his feet, 
snatched the red - hot pincers from the fire. 
“ Foulest of liars,” he roared, “ begone.” Paiga, 
greatly surprised at the nature of the reception of 
his warning, incontinently fled. 

It is a week’s journey from Islamabad to Hard- 
war, and two days later, as had been foreseen, the 
faquir, hauling down his ragged flag, tying his mat 
and antelope skin on his back, and carrying his 
pincers in his band, sauntered off in the direction 
of the sacred bathing-place ; halting, however, for 
a few moments to unearth a small leathern bag, 
apparently containing small stones, from beneath 
a castor-oil tree growing in the jungle a little way 
off the main road. He had been perfectly aware 
of the extent of the pig-tender’s knowledge, but 
in view of the possibility of his giving information, 
had not had the slightest intention of allowing 
anything to be found in his possession. He had 
informed his followers that he was going to pay his 
devotions at Hardwar, and subsequently at Bad- 
rinarain ; and that whether he returned or not 
would be according to the will of the Great Gods. 
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But he did not go more than one day’s journey in the 
direction indicated; wandering away and completely 
disappearing in the mystery which surrounds the 
thoughts and movements of the great body of 
itinerant mendicants in India. Nothing more was 
ever seen or heard of him in Islamabad again. 
But six months later, some one very like him but 
grown very corpulent, might have been observed 
in a distant town, encamped under a tree in the 
garden of one Bisheshar Dyal, who had been 
formerly known as Balkishen. For some curious 
ethical reasons of his own, the faquir had been 
faithful to his trust. 

The Thanadar speedily heard of the Bairagi’s 
departure, and the very next day after he left, two 
men dressed as coolies and apparently sent by the 
owner to restore the orchard to its original order, 
appeared upon the scene, and, among other im- 
provements, removed all traces of the recluse’s 
recent abiding-place, and even dug down some 
distance into its site. But the only thing they 
came across was a piece of calf’s skin, seared 
apparently with some hot implement — the un- 
earthing of which caused both labourers to pause 
and look at one another. Two Englishmen, under 
the circumstances, would probably have burst out 
laughing, but the discovery did not seem to strike 
either of the diggers as in an}' way amusing, but 
rather the reverse. It is fortunate, perhaps, that 
the vengeance of Allah has probably very little 
effect on Hindus. 
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This is all that is known concerning the devious 
ways of Balkishen and his acquaintances. As to 
poor Paiga, a few months later he received a 
mysterious offer of a post as watchman in a dis- 
tant village. Reviewing the circumstances of his 
past life, he failed to recall any incident which 
would account for such an indication of approval 
and confidence, and he presently came to the con- 
clusion (probably correctly) that it meant that his 
further presence in the neighbourhood of Islama- 
bad was, for some reason, not desired. He wisely 
accepted the appointment and left. 

In conclusion, it should be stated that the 
archives of the criminal investigation department 
in the locality contain no reference to any of the 
incidents related — so perhaps they never occurred. 
But they form the subject of one of the favourite 
stories of a grizzled old police pensioner, Surfaraz 
Khan by name, when he sits with his friends in 
the evening under the peepul-tree in his village, 
smoking his long country pipe, and narrating the 
experiences of his early days. He attributes the 
failure of the enterprise partly to the villainy of 
the faquir, but more particularly to the foolish 
leniency displayed in the examination and interro- 
gation of the low-caste man Paiga ; opining that 
if they had been more strenuously conducted, they 
should have led to the recovery of the “ mahajun’s ” 
treasure, and its equitable distribution among his 
creditors. With which supposition his hearers, 
with some mental reservations, politely agree. 


XII. 


THE HOLY LAND OF THE HINDUS. 

Some devotees, indeed large numbers, after wor- 
shipping at Hardwar, pass on from thence to per- 
form the pilgrimage to the very sacred shrines 
of Kedarnath and Badrinath in the Himalayan 
mountains among the eternal snows, the Himachul 
of the Ramayana ; and even to the distant lake 
Mansarowar and the holy mountain Kailas. The 
temptation to do so is very great, for “ as the dew 
is dried up by the morning sun, so are the sins of 
mankind dried up at the sight of Himachul.” He 
who drinks of the lake of Mansarowar, “ its waters 
are like pearls,” goes direct to the heaven of Shiva 
“ released from the sins of a thousand births” ; and 
he who bathes there, to the paradise of Brahma. 
In bygone days when official life was less strenu- 
ous, and when it was at once humiliating and com- 
fortable for the young officer to recognise that his 
temporary disappearance would be probably un- 
noticed, the writer in the course of his duties has 
wandered with these pilgrims into the Holy Land ; 
visiting the shrines and the passes leading to the 
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Bhot, the borderland inhabited by the - Bhotias, 
and beyond this to the mysterious Hundbs, “ the 
roof of the world ” or Tibet proper. Our party 
consisted of Durga Dutt, an official subordinate ; 
Hari Dutt, an English-speaking Indian doctor ; 
Bhowan Singh, an old and trusted Rajpoot orderly ; 
a Mahonnnedan cook ; a stout unshod Bhotia pony 
named “ Punch ” ; and a yellow dog of uncertain 
parentage called “ Genda,” — all born and bred in 
the hills. We marched very lightly; with one 
Cabul tent weighing 80 lbs., and a little camp 
furniture such as a bed and chair, a lighter shelter 
for the followers, guns and rifles, a very unpre- 
tentious wardrobe, certain European stores and 
tinned provisions, a few medicines, and Carlyle’s 
‘ Sartor Resartus ’ (a portable and satisfying form 
of literature), — the smaller articles all carried in 
wicker baskets covered with skins, and borne on 
the backs of hillmen engaged as we went along at 
the villages adjacent to our halting-places. On 
these hill expeditions the great essentials as re- 
gards clothing are well-fitting strong boots, warm 
comfortable slippers, and loose easy garments ; 
anything tight is to be condemned, and knicker- 
bockers and stockings or breeches and gaiters are 
quite out of place when climbing the mountain 
roads and tracks. Special native shoes made of 
“sambhur” leather for moving on the slippery 
grass hillsides, a good sun - hat, a cap, flannel 
shirts, a khaki drill suit for the valleys, a good 
Afghan “ poshteen ” (a skin coat with the long 
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hair inside) for the colder heights, and a pair of 
“putties” (flannel leg bandages), are also all 
necessaries in the outfit. We did not take the 
regular pilgrim route which runs through the hot 
valleys and mostly follows the course of the 
Alakananda river and its tributaries, for the sur- 
roundings of the halting-places are commonly foul 
and offensive to a dangerous extent, but so far as 
possible we used the tracks on the higher hills, 
following the watersheds, and only descending 
into the valleys when the proceeding was com- 
pulsory. This, however, was often the case in 
order to follow the road, and herein lies the great 
risk to health when mountaineering in these 
regions ; for very few constitutions can stand the 
extraordinary changes in temperature and atmo- 
spheric pressure involved in camping one night in 
a steamy hot valley or on the banks of a river, 
and shivering next night in a tent pitched at an 
elevation where the thermometer drops to well 
below freezing-point ; — and if one does fall ill in 
these wild surroundings so far from help, matters 
are likely to go hard with you. The writer shud- 
ders now to think of a week once passed in a 
little tent away in these wilds when prostrated 
with dysentery ; the rain and sleet falling all the 
time, and the only water available for drinking, 
thick with mud and micaceous debris. Nothing 
probably saved his life but a long forced and 
horrible ride to a little rest - house, and the 
burglarious breaking open there of a district 
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official’s little “ cache ” of sago, brandy, and 
medicines ! 

Our line of march for the first few days took us 
through the forests and clearings of the notorious 
Tarai, with its water-table nearly at the surface 
of the ground ; covered with lofty trees, immense 
creepers, huge clumps of bamboos, very high grass 
and jungle, and teeming with wild animals. It is 
a paradise to the sportsman, but a name of dread 
to others. At the time that we passed through 
it, it was fairly healthy, but at certain periods of 
the year it is almost uninhabitable on account of 
the amount and severity of the malaria. Indeed 
there are many areas which have been abandoned 
as too deadly by all except the Tharoos — a strange, 
wild race with its own pretentious traditions, 
which seems to be more or less immune to the 
disease. They live in huts of a peculiar construc- 
tion with long projecting eaves, and keep their 
drinking-water in separate buildings away from 
the dwelling hut — covering the fluid in the vessels 
with a cloth. This is interesting in connection 
with the mosquito theory regarding the cause of 
malaria. There is nothing peculiar about their 
diet, but report says they are very fond of strong 
drink when they can get it. It is a half-wild 
people concerning which not very much is known 
except to Forest Officers. 

Leaving this swampy tract of country with its 
herds of wild elephants, its tigers, spotted deer, 
hog deer, &c., we pushed on through the Bhaber, 
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— a curious area, geologically speakiug, since it is 
composed of boulders and debris brought down by 
rivers and streams from the mountains to the 
north, and spread over the low-lying land round 
the base of the foothills like an apron ; and from 
whence the long valleys pass up between the spurs 
into the Himalayas above. Few wells are found 
here, on account of the formation, and the tract 
has been largely supplied with canals fed by 
natural lakes in the neighbouring hills. These 
canals were constructed by a former Commissioner, 
General Sir Henry Ramsay, for, originally covered 
with vast and impenetrable forests then of little 
value, large clearings were made by his efforts for 
the growth of corn and other cereals requiring 
irrigation. The experiment serves to illustrate 
the fluctuations of supply and demand ; for times 
have changed, and with the increased require- 
ments for timber for railway sleepers, &c., and the 
reduced value of grain, it is doubtful now whether 
the alteration was worth the money it cost. The 
reclaimed areas are cultivated by hillmen attracted 
by low rents, who retire to the hills on the 
approach of the rainy season. 

In both these tracts are large Government 
forests managed by officials of the Indian Forest 
Department. This valuable organisation has done 
much good work. Formerly there were great 
areas of forests, copse and waste belonging to the 
State in every province in India, and but little 
attempt had been made either to prevent wasteful 
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destruction of forests, to promote reproduction, or 
to secure supplies of timber, firewood, and other 
forest products for the use of future generations. 
But now trained officers have been appointed, laws 
enacted, over 92,000 square miles of State forests 
have been marked off as reserves which are to be 
husbanded and managed as public properties for 
the benefit of the country at large and of the 
people living in their vicinity. Fire has been 
excluded from these forests; systematic working 
for timber, for firewood and other purposes has 
been introduced ; tribal or other rights or claims 
in the forest reserves have been brought up and 
adjusted, and plantation and reproduction of 
timber and firewood are being scientifically con- 
ducted. 1 The only serious source of friction 
between the officials and the people is as regards 
the grazing of cattle in the jungles, but this is 
usually easily got over, and in times of stress, as 
in a famine, such tracts are thrown open for the 
use of all. The net forest revenue, after paying 
all charges for forest conservancy and working, 
now averages more than £800,000 annually. 

It was the privilege of the writer to serve 
under, and sit at the feet of, that great adminis- 
trator the Commissioner referred to above, who 
was said to know every man in Kumaon, and con- 
cerning whom many stories are told to this day. 
Like Havelock, he was a wise God-fearing gentle- 

1 1 Memorandum on some of the Results of Indian Administration 
during the past Fifty Years of British Rule in India.’ 
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man, modest in demeanour, simple in tastes, and 
brave as a lion. When tidings of the outbreak 
of the Mutiny reached him, he was some hundred 
miles away from his headquarters and in a very 
wild and inaccessible part of the hills. A few 
hours sufficed for his arrangements, which in- 
cluded the laying out of relays of ponies on the 
road by villagers warned of his advent by native 
runners. When he started, he merely told his 
groom “ Bachi ” holding his horse, his destination, 
and added, “Get there as soon as you can.” 
Hiding day and night, almost continuously, he 
reached his headquarters in an incredibly short 
space of time, and when he arrived, there was 
“ Bachi,” who had used the tracks known only 
to the hillmen, standing ready to take his horse ! 
He only said, “ Hulloa, Bachi!” and there and 
then promoted him to a post beyond a servant’s 
wildest dreams. History does not say how 
“Bachi” got on in his new appointment — prob- 
ably badly, — but the incident was just the sort 
of one that appeals to the Oriental mind. The 
mutineers reached the foot of the hills, but never 
invaded Sir Henry’s domains, firmly held in his 
strong hands. It is related, though with what 
truth the author cannot say, that secret informa- 
tion having reached him of the coming of a cer- 
tain incendiary leader sent by the mutineers to 
excite disaffection among the Goorkha troops, he 
rode down the hill, met the disguised man, iden- 
tified him, and blew out his brains on the spot ! 
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These were times when strenuous action was 
called for : when men had to take their courage 
in both hands ; and when sudden swift blows, 
like Napoleon’s “ whiff of grape-shot,” were really 
most merciful. 

Presently we reached the foot hills, and were 
among that marvellous collection of wonders 
known as the Himalayas, “ the place of snow.” 
They consist of ranges, isolated elevations and 
giant mountains, intersected by water channels — 
sometimes large rivers, sometimes tributaries of 
smaller size, and sometimes merely mountain 
streams, torrents, and cascades — all, however, rapid 
and tumultuous, tearing their way through defiles, 
ravines, and valleys in their passage to the plains 
below. It has been stated that in the whole 
expanse of these mountain regions, including 
Tehri - Garhwal, British Garhwal, and Kumaon, 
there is no area in a valley sufficiently large to 
manoeuvre a brigade of infantry. No picture can 
suggest, no pen describe, the wonderful grandeur 
and beauty of these hills, replete with Nature's 
greatest and most imposing marvels ; and every 
turn of the hill - paths winding amongst them, 
and every summit gained, open up a new pros- 
pect of wild sublimity. Standing upon some 
lofty summit, the eye is wellnigh paralyzed by 
the vision of the immensity and variety of the 
natural phenomena presented : it is a very sea 
of mountains and ranges, broken up into a thou- 
sand billows flowing to all points of the compass, 
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uniting, dividing, and following straight lines, 
partial circles, and endless entanglements of 
mighty elevations. Some of them are covered 
with dense forests, others with only grass ; while 
here and there are the frowning scarps of im- 
mense and rugged rocks. Occasionally also may 
be seen a vast furrow on the side of a mountain, 
like a wedge cut out of a gigantic cake, marking 
the site of one of the great landslips so frequent 
in these tracts. Many years ago, the author had 
established a small field isolation hospital for 
Indian patients during an epidemic of cholera 
in a hill station. It was situated on a little 
plateau close to a ravine. One of those heavy 
rainfalls (several inches in a day) which happen 
at intervals during the monsoon, occurred just 
afterwards, and as soon as journeying was pos- 
sible, he and the Commissioner managed to get 
down the hill to inspect the place. The whole 
collection of huts, the plateau, the staff, and the 
patients had all disappeared, and were never seen 
or heard of again. Sometimes an area which 
would constitute a fair-sized English estate 'will 
suddenly detach itself from a mountain and 
subside into the valley below, altering the whole 
aspect of the countryside. The author remem- 
bers such an incident when a portion of the slip, 
a piece of forest land some two acres in extent, 
slid down a thousand feet en masse — the frees 
still standing almost upright upon it. A Euro- 
pean and some native servants watched the fall 
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from the other side of a deep ravine, but, mis- 
calculating its extent, the whole vast mass of 
earth surged across the depression, and he and 
his companions were overwhelmed and buried 
many feet deep. On this occasion a large wooden 
bridge, and a hut full of native travellers close 
by, were all swept away — the only survivor being 
an old woman who clung to the fragments of 
the bridge and was miraculously rescued unin- 
jured some miles lower down in the torrent ! 
There are many still alive who recollect the 
terrible landslip at Naini Tal in 1880. 

Their depth renders most of the valleys in- 
visible, but their situation is disclosed by the 
white mist rising from below and condensed in 
its passage upwards, and in early autumn the 
solidity of this produces the weirdest and most 
striking effects — the clouds lying among the hills 
resembling a wild sea of breakers roaring between 
the watersheds, or spread out, like a field of snow, 
from range to range. The writer has been a wan- 
derer in many lands, but can call to mind nothing 
more wonderful and impressive than some of these 
spectacular effects of condensed vapour in the 
Himalayas. It is given to few to see them in 
perfection ; for they are only visible in autumn, 
and then only in the early mornings before they 
melt away under the influence of the increasing 
power of the sun as it rises above the horizon. 

And what shall be said of the Eternal Snows 
to the north of this maze of mountains ? In the 
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Ramayana we read, “ in a hundred ages of the 
Gods I could not tell thee of the glories of 
Himachul.” Quoting from Mr Sherring, “ In 
the small space reaching from Nepal in the east 
to the native state of Tehri in the west, and of 
a breadth of 30 miles along the Tibetan border, 
there are grouped mountains which collectively 
can find no comparison in any part of the globe. 
In this small space there must be some 80 peaks 
of 20,000 feet and over, and studded in the midst, 
like diamonds among pearls, are some of the 
highest mountains in the world.” 1 Nanda Devi 
stands 25,689 feet above the sea — the Trisul 
range connected with this is nowhere less than 
20,000 ; and close by Nanda Kot 22,530 — to the 
north-west we have Dunagiri 23,184 — on the east 
the Panch Chuli ranging up to 22,661 — and to 
the east and north several other peaks ranging 
from 20,754 up to 23,220 feet. Nanda Devi is 
the loftiest mountain in the British Empire. The 
pei’petual snow-line here stands at something like 
16,000 — that is, approximately, the height of 
Mont Blanc. Truly a fitting home for the Great 
Gods, and it is little wonder that tradition and 
legend should cluster round their mighty heads ! 

The regular hill-paths wander among the moun- 
tains and have necessitated no inconsiderable 
engineering skill in their construction ; winding, 
as they do, round spurs, or zigzagging up the 
more elevated hills and peaks so as to avoid any 

1 ‘'Western Tibet and the British Borderland.’ 



The Himalayas, from a lofty peak , showing cloud effects in valleys . 
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excessively steep gradient. Sometimes the path 
is broad, and running over grass or through a 
forest ; and at others narrow, and cut out of the 
face of a cliff with only a low stone parapet wall 
to save the traveller from plunging down a pre- 
cipice a thousand feet below. Here and there a 
waterfall of marvellous beauty dashes down the 
hillside and roars away below the little stone 
bridge over which the road passes ; sometimes 
the way will lie through a tract covered with tall 
conifers where the foot sinks into a bed of fallen 
pine needles ; or again the path will cross a 
fertile valley, green with the cereal and millet 
crops amid which the little villages nestle. There 
is infinite variety, and an ordinary day’s journey 
will often bring the wayfarer into relation with 
the conditions of climate, fauna, and flora peculiar 
to elevations of from four to ten thousand feet. 
The hillsides and the banks are gay with wild 
flowers and plants of every variety and description 
and afford an endless source of interest to the 
botanist, while the glimpses of wild creatures, 
strange birds, and gorgeous butterflies delight 
the soul of the naturalist. 

Our system of marching was as follows. At 
daybreak we rose, and, after a hurried toilet, the 
tents were struck and they, together with the 
other impedimenta, placed on the backs of hill- 
coolies and started off. The camping spots selected 
were usually about ten miles apart, and half-way 
we halted and the cook prepared our breakfast. 
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Here we enjoyed a smoke, a little rest and bot- 
anising or shooting ; during which interval the 
baggage would have passed us and got well 
ahead. Then the balance of the inarch was 
completed, villages inspected en route, tents got 
up, dinner prepared, letters (not many) and diary 
written, and, as old Pepys would say, “ and so to 
bed.” All asleep by 9.30. Thus, usually riding up 
the hills and walking on the flat or on a decline, 
we wandered on, a shabby-looking crew, from day 
to day; Durga Dutt often lightening the tedium 
of the march by the recital of strange tales and 
legends of the land. One, the writer remembers, 
concerns the fact that occasionally a ram is born in 
the villages with four horns, and is thereby recog- 
nised as a suitable offering to the gods. If the 
animal be turned loose, it invariably wanders, it 
is averred, towards and up the slopes of the great 
mountain Nanda Devi ; many of the country 
people following it for days and weeks, marching 
or halting as the ram is disposed to do. When 
it has reached a certain height “the air becomes 
poisonous” — that is, too rarefied to allow of any 
further ascent — and the people camp and wait ; 
but the animal proceeds higher and higher, until 
after some days its head rolls down among them 
and they know the sacrifice is accepted. Now 
the strange thing is that the story runs that 
certain of these followers of the ram have seen 
on the upper slopes of this lofty mountain the 
skulls and bones of men of great stature, which 
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have become petrified, or otherwise preserved from 
decay, by the rigour of the climate. The explana- 
tion assigned is that in long past times the Rajah 
of Kanouj in the plains, the greatest potentate of 
that period, became so inflated with pride and 
vanity that he demanded the hand of the daughter 
of the deity who reigns On the mountain, in mar- 
riage. Apparently, however, the alliance did not 
commend itself to her father and was declined ; 
whereupon the Rajah moved an immense army 
into the hills. The mighty host climbed the 
great peak to the attack, but the god poisoned 
the air, “ so that they were all dead men,” and 
their bones are there to this day, “ to witness 
if I lie.” 

So far Durga Dutt, but the writer has never 
met any one who has actually seen the bones, nor 
is there any evidence beyond tradition that they 
exist. But Quatrefages, if the author’s memory 
serves, mentions the slopes of the Himalayas as 
the most likely places to find remains of the 
Aryan people who crossed them on their way into 
Hindustan ; though most authorities surmise that 
the course they took was from Bactria over the 
Hindu Khush and down the Kabul river until 
they crossed the Indus. Still there might have 
been outlying parties, or hapless wanderers into 
the unknown. The size of the bones is of course 
the natural exaggeration common to all legends. 

Durga Dutt is a respectable shrewd man and 
very careful in his observance of religious cere- 
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monies, but he appears to place a strange limita- 
tion to the intelligence of the powers that he. It 
seems that after his marriage, a holy man pre- 
dicted that he would never have a son grow up, 
and as a matter of fact his first two boys died in 
infancy. He and his wife then took counsel to- 
together, and when the third was born, he was 
given a girl’s name and dressed like one, and 
his hair permitted to grow down his back. This 
stratagem, it must be confessed, has up to the 
present time been successful, and the little lad 
was for some time with us on our journeys. The 
anecdote will sound strange to many ; but, indeed, 
the mental attitude of the common people towards 
the minor godlets and holy men is extremely 
confusing and difficult to follow, and as regards 
Hindu mythology in general, the average European 
in India knows very little about it. 

It would require a volume to describe the varied 
vegetation. Among the trees are the sal, the oak, 
the “ toon,” wild cherry and pear, walnut, chest- 
nut, sycamore, holly, ilex, hill bamboo, &c., &c. ; — 
whole forests of the rhododendron, here a tree and 
not a shrub, and sometimes, in the spring, covering 
a vast hillside with a blaze of colour passing from 
red below to faint pink above — and pervading all, 
the great tribe of conifers. The last vary as 
different heights are reached, and are found in 
fairly well defined bands at different elevations ; 
the “ chir ” pine below, and then through firs, 
spruces, yews, larches, cypresses, and others up to 
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the great cedar, the Cedrus deodarct. And of the 
birds the name is legion ; from the fairy humming 
birds and honey-suckers up to the eagle, raven, 
lammergeyer, the magnificent “ monaul ” or 
Impeyan pheasant (Lophophorus Impeycinus ), the 
“ lungi ” or Hastings Tragopan ( Ceriornis mel- 
anocephala ), known to others than ornithologists 
as the Argus pheasant, the “chukor” partridge, 
and many others. 

The Hastings Tragopan is a beautiful bird, but 
surely the Impeyan pheasant is one of the most 
magnificent that flies. Here is how Jerdon describes 
the male : “ Head with the crest and throat bright 
metallic green ; back of the neck brilliant iridescent 
purple, passing into bronzy green, and all with a 
golden gloss ; upper part of the back and wing 
coverts, rump, and upper tail coverts, richly glossed 
with purple and green, the latter colour prevailing 
on the wings and further tail coverts, and the 
purple on the back and rump ; middle of the back 
white ; quills black ; tail cinnamon rufous, the 
lower surface black ; glossed on the throat with 
green and purple, dull and unglossed elsewhere. 
. . . Length 27 to 29 inches ; extent 36 ; wing 
111 to 12 ; tail 81. Weight lb.” He is only 
found in the upper hills from 6000 feet up to the 
limits of the wooded regions ; indeed the writer 
has never met him lower than 8000 feet. When, 
on being disturbed, he launches himself with 
a shrill screech down the mountain side, his 
brilliant metallic plumage against the dark foli- 
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age of the forest flashes across the eye like a 
meteor ! 

Besides the large pheasants mentioned, there 
are the “ cheer ” ( Pliasianus Wallichii), the 
“ kalij ” ( Gallopliasis cclbocristatus), the “koklas” 
( Pucrasia macrolopha), &c., — all frequenting the 
dense forests and very difflcult to bag. The 
pheasant, if we come to think of it, is one of the 
most incorrigible of vagabonds ; for whereas fowls, 
turkeys, ducks, guinea-fowls, pigeons, and many 
other birds have become completely reclaimed and 
domesticated, the pheasant positively declines to 
become anything of the kind, and is, as he always 
has been, a denizen of the woods and forests. 
You may bring him up under a hen and offer 
him every inducement to remain at home, but he 
objects to setting up a domestic establishment, 
and as soon as he can is off to his original habitat, 
where, indeed, he only really thrives. 

The chukor ( Caccabis cliukor ) is a partridge 
very like an English “ red leg,” and affords excel- 
lent sport. The Afghans call him the “fire-eater,” 
as he is said to peck at sparks of fire. This may 
very possibly be true, since graminivorous birds 
have the habit of picking up and swallowing any 
bright or particularly hard stones which serve to 
help the triturating process carried on in the 
o-izzard. An officer in South Africa told the 

O 

writer that when travelling among the native 
tribes in that country, he always adopted the 
practice of the people and cut open these organs 
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in the fowls he purchased for food, and that on 
one occasion he found in one a diamond of con- 
siderable value. He had a cutting from a Cape 
newspaper relating the incident. Many of our 
English birds like the cuckoo, jay, or blackbird, 
or their first cousins, inhabit these hills, and greet 
us like friends in a far land. It was the breed- 
ing time as we passed through, so all birds were 
spared. 

Then the fauna includes the tiger, bear, leopard, 
wild mountain sheep and goats, the sambhur, and 
numerous Cervidm, including the little musk-deer 
with its brittle hair, wild dogs, great grey 
monkeys or “ lungoors,” martens, &c., &c. We 
saw them but seldom, though the little “ kakar ” 
or barking deer, probably yielding the best venison 
in India, sometimes came to the pot. 

Tigers are not often found far into the hills — 
indeed, it is doubtful if a true hill tiger exists, — 
probably the stout heavy-legged animal one meets 
is a descendant of a Tarai or Bhaber tiger, which 
has wandered into the mountains and become 
modified in structure by its environment. Some- 
times they become great terrors to the neighbour- 
hood in which they have settled, and the author 
remembers a man - eater that practically closed 
a main road for months ; destroying many people, 
including the native runner with his spear 
festooned with bells, who represented His 
Majesty’s mail. Indeed, so bad were his ravages, 
that a company of Goorkhas — most fearless of 
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men and desperate of poachers — were sent out to 
clear the hill, but without success, and it was 
eventually poisoned by a native “ shikari ” or 
hunter, who put a ball into the carcase to save 
appearances before bringing in the skin to claim 
the reward. It was a handsome well-fed beast, 
not at all resembling the mangy old creatures 
which more generally take to man-eating in the 
plains, when their age prevents them catching 
more agile prey. The black Himalayan bear is 
a dangerous brute, sometimes attacking folk, 
especially women, without any provocation. The 
hillman has no words sufficiently bad for him, 
and there is no villainy or vice not attributed to 
him ; especially when he first comes down into the 
valleys after his long hibernation in caves up in 
the mountains. As in other parts of India, he 
is charged with paying dishonourable attentions 
to village maidens whom he may encounter, but 
the present writer, while holding no brief for 
“ bhaloo,” must acquit him of this accusation ; 
the origin of which offers a field for considerable 
and uncharitable conjecture. Normally subsist- 
ing on roots, wild honey, &c., these animals are 
occasionally carnivorous, and the writer knows 
an instance of one of them digging up a corpse 
and devouring it. 

Hari Dutt, the melancholy, and not particularly 
courageous, Indian doctor, had an unintentionally 
comic story of a bear — best told in his own words. 
“ When your servant was at the dispensary at , 
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there was a little low hut behind the building upon 
which Buddhoo the cook, by permission, grew 
pumpkins. They were very fine pumpkins, and 
Buddhoo was a good man and gave us many of them. 
But one day he came and said that thieves were 
taking them by night, and that he had heard one in 
the darkness on the roof of the hut. So Buddhoo 
the cook, and Sarju the watchman, and another 
friend and your slave, resolved to capture the 
thief, and we settled it that when Buddhoo heard 
him on the roof we should rush in on all sides 
and catch him. And that very night Buddhoo 
called us, and, as arranged, we gave a great 
shout and all rushed in from every side. Woof 
— woof — a great ‘ bhaloo ’ ! ” (bear). A long pause. 
“And what happened?” we asked. The dejected 
Hari Dutt heaved a deep sigh. “ God knows ! we 
went away from there,” he replied sadly. 

Leopards are numerous in the hills, but here, as 
a rule, they are cowardly animals. It happened 
to the writer at one camp to be aroused at night 
by a low purring sound proceeding from an animal 
wandering round the tent. Genda, the dog, lay 
on the floor shivering and paralyzed with fright. 
The loaded rifle was under the bed, but what if, 
on stepping out into the darkness, one should 
come face to face with the beast ? It had been a 
long and tiring march, and while cogitating what 
to do, the writer fell asleep. In the morning the 
“ pugs,” or footprints, of a large leopard were 
found round the tent ; it had evidently smelt out 
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the dog, and was perhaps rather curious about the 
strange appearance of the little 80-lb. tent. 

Panthers (the difference between which and 
large leopai’ds the writer has never been able to 
clearly make out) are not so common as in the 
jungles in the plains and in Central India. In the 
latter localities they sometimes take to man-eating 
without the excuse of the old tiger, 1 and are 
very dangerous. Unlike the latter, panthers and 
leopai’ds will sometimes revisit “kills” for several 
nights in succession, but there is no telling how 
these animals will act or whether they will ever 
come back at all. 

That fine deer the “ sambhur,” here known as 
the “jerow,” is found, and sometimes carries a 
large head. The “ ghural ” frequents the grassy 
and almost inaccessible spots on the hillsides, 
where “ thar,” or mountain - goats, may also be 
met with. Away to the north the “burhel” 
( Ovis ivahura ) is occasionally shot. “Ghural” 
and “thar” affect the most awful places — the 
slippery grass-clad hillside, very likely terminating 
in a precipice with a fall of a thousand feet, where 
a false step means almost certain death. More 
than once the writer has had to forgo a shot at 
these animals when, at the critical moment, it was 
necessary to hang on by tooth and nail to the 
side of the slope, and discard the useless rifle. 
Whether the game is worth the candle is an open 

1 Captain Glasfurd thinks that young man - eating tigers and 
panthers are taught the practice by a depraved mother. 
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question, — certain it is that muscles and nerves 
must be at their very best when this form of sport 
is indulged in. 

The Himalayans indeed have, as Jerdon says, a 
double fauna, unknown in the plains : the one is 
common to these mountains and to the hilly 
l-egions of Assam and Burmah ; and the othei’, in 
the higher portions of the range, is common to 
them with Tibet and Northern Asia. It is very 
varied and extensive, and many species, of birds 
especially, have hitherto been found nowhere 
else. 

The mass of the people in Kumaon and Garhwal 
ai’e said by Mr Sherring to belong to the Khasia 
race, speaking a dialect of Hindi closely related to 
the language of Rajputana, and to be probably of 
Aryaix oi’igin. The impression created is that the 
population consists of a great number of sub- 
divisions of the Brahman caste, a certain pro- 
portion of “bunneahs” or shopkeepers, and the 
low-caste people called Dums. They are, except 
in the northern portion of Garhwal, of somewhat 
poor physique, timid, fairly intelligent, but, when 
educated, much given to intrigue. The great bulk 
of the people, however, is steeped in ignorance. 
The women are frequently pleasing in appeai’ance, 
and, as Kipling says, if a hill woman is pretty, she 
is often vei’y pretty indeed ; but, except among 
the better caste people, few of them are in any 
way cultured, and they are low in the intellectual 
scale. There is a clan inhabiting a few villages 


310 


THE SILENT INDIA. 


in the hills, among whom all the girls born are 
devoted to a life of immorality ; the men cultivat- 
ing the land and seeking the wives from other 
villages. The women are quiet and well man- 
nered and go far afield ; often living under the 
protection of rajahs and others in the plains. 
They frequently amass considerable wealth, and on 
returning to their homes in later life, sometimes 
devote a portion of this to the erection of rest- 
houses for travellers, and even to the building of 
temples. 

Hill-folk, as found in the villages, have many 
pleasant characteristics, and their cheery laugh 
and open smiling countenances impress one very 
favourably after the reserved demeanour of the 
residents in the plains. The lower classes are 
extremely superstitious, and every pass and hill 
has its local spirit to which offerings are made in 
the form of little fragments of clothing hung on 
the boughs of the trees. The dead are burnt, and, 
it is said, when from any cause the body of the 
deceased person cannot be recovered, they make an 
image of grass of the dead and cremate it with 
the usual ceremonies — otherwise the soul would 
assui’edly go to hell. As Hinduism demands, a 
pitcher from which water can fall in drops to 
quench the thirst of the small spirit of the 
departed (about the size of a man’s thumb) is 
hung from a peepul-tree. The material nature of 
the soul is a very old and curious belief. Plato 
called it “the child within ” ; Aristotle says it is 
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“ small in size ” ; and Buddhists describe it as 
“ like a grain of corn.” 

Animism always forms part of a crude religion ; 
the early Greek philosophers believed trees had 
souls, and the rustling of the leaves of the sacred 
oak of Zeus at Dodona was interpreted as the voice 
of the god. These spirits are reputed to be terrible 
tale-bearers, repeating mischievous stories they 
have heard to other persons who come to sit 
under the trees. It was the writer's misfortune 
once to fall foul of one of them when touring on 
another occasion in the Himalayas with a friend. 
We had marched away from civilisation for about 
a week, and found ourselves one morning on a 
small plateau some 8000 feet above the plains. 
Our servants had preceded us, and on our arrival 
we found the breakfast being prepared by our 
stolid Mahommedan cook under a peepul-tree ; so 
that we were not surprised when the headman of 
the village, a Hindu, very respectfully drew our 
attention to the situation of the cooking arrange- 
ments, and requested that they might be removed 
elsewhere. “ For most certainly,” said he, “ if this 
thing be permitted, the god will be enraged and 
great trouble will fall upon us, and even, it may 
be, upon the sacred persons of the * sahibs ’ them- 
selves.” However, we were very hungry, break- 
fast was just ready, and we dismissed the old man 
with a promise to put out our fire and vacate the 
spot in half an hour ; which was accordingly done. 
That was one of the best meals we ever ate, but it 
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was to be the last for thi'ee days ; for our pipes 
were hardly lit after its termination, before we 
became aware of some great atmospheric disturb- 
ance occurring below us in the plains. We were 
ourselves sitting under a cloudless sky, in perfect 
peace and content, in a scene of marvellous sylvan 
beauty. Thousands of feet beneath us raged a 
terrible storm, long remembered in that part of 
India, and which almost wrecked a town of con- 
siderable importance. Presently we saw that it 
was advancing upon us, and up the hills. It was a 
wonderful sight, for the clouds, black as ink, but 
lighted up at intervals by flashes of brilliant 
lightning, lay below us, and we looked down upon 
their threatening approach. However, it was no 
time for admiration; tents were hurriedly run up 
with double pegs for the ropes, trenches dug round 
them, and everything got under cover. The 
ponies and grooms were placed in an ancient stone 
shanty known as a “ dharamsala ” and built for 
the accommodation of native travellers, which was 
erected on the little plateau. The thunder became 
louder and louder, the lightning more constant 
and vivid, and before long the tempest was upon 
us. In half an hour one tent was wrecked, and 
the shelters, constructed of leafy boughs, which 
the villagers had put up for the servants, were all 
blown away. The rain fell in torrents ; we were 
fifteen miles away from any available building, so 
that there was nothing to do but to stick it out. 
For three days and nights that storm raged with 
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little intervals of abeyance. Luckily a small 
Kashmir tent stood, which we shared together. 
But lighting a fire was impossible, and we sub- 
sisted on cheese and biscuits and what could be 
eaten raw, abstracted from the baggage at 
intervals when slight abatements of the weather 
occurred. The ground was flooded, a cold wind 
howled, and the miserable servants struggled on, 
crouched in a sort of shelter made out of the ruins 
of the wrecked tent. As usual with Indian 
domestics, there was no complaining or grumbling 
among them, but it was a wretched time, and 
on the third evening we had a council of war, and 
determined to abandon the camp and to strike out 
for a traveller’s bungalow, some fifteen miles away, 
next morning. And this we did, and on the way 
there the sun came out, and when we reached our 
destination the weather was perfect. 

Now the incident would not be worth relating 
but for subsequent events. It so fell out that, 
years afterwards, the writer revisited the spot, and 
his companion this time was another officer, and 
the servants had all been changed. On arrival at 
the camp, just the same thing occurred as on the 
first occasion. There was the cooking going on 
under the sacred peepul ; there was the protesting 
headman ; and again we finished our breakfast 
and put out our fire. The old shanty, with its 
roof of stone slabs, still stood there as it had prob- 
ably done for fifty years, and, as before, the ponies 
were stabled in it. It was a quiet, calm day, with- 
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out a leaf stirring, when suddenly, without the 
least warning, the whole roof fell in, and cries and 
shrieks from the grooms rang out ! We all turned 
to, and after a good deal of work, managed to 
extract the men and ponies from the ruins. All 
were more or less crippled, and it was obvious that 
it would be weeks before they were fit to march — 
so there we were stranded, some sixty miles from 
fresh mounts ! To our old native friend the case 
was quite clear ; the god was seriously annoyed, 
our “kismet” was bad, and this time the servants 
were obviously frightened ; so next morning we 
trudged down the hill to another camp, leaving 
the men and ponies in charge of the villagers. 
We had hardly reached this before the writer’s 
friend was down with severe fever, and, to make a 
long story short, had to be taken back to a settle- 
ment, carried on a native bedstead. 

This is the tale for what it is worth. Of course 
the weak point is that the culpable cooks escaped 
with absolute immunity, but there is little doubt 
that the local god in the peepul-tree enjoyed a great 
enhancement of respect in the neighbourhood as 
the result of our disasters, and the traveller who 
visited the spot would be told the story with due 
solemnity ! 

In old days, before our occupation of Kumaon 
(the portion of the hill tracts marching with 
Nepal), the hardy inhabitants of the latter country 
were in the habit of crossing the border and carry- 
ing into slavery what number of Kumaonis they 
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required for any particular purpose. An old re- 
cord mentions that the commission paid per head 
for each captui'ed man was about a shilling — which 
does not point to a determined resistance on the 
part of the invaded. Yet the demeanour towards 
Europeans to-da) 1, of this race of heroes, when once 
educated, is probably more objectionable than that 
of any other people outside the great towns, and 
few prate more loudly about liberty and self- 
government. Not, however, before Goorkhas ; the 
respect entertained by these brave, sturdy little 
men for the Kumaoni, is about equal to that felt 
by the Sikh for the Bengali. 

They wear, as a rule, small cloth caps, and 
blankets folded across the chest in a peculiar 
manner and fastened with a long skewer-like pin ; 
going, as is the Indian custom, usually bare- 
foot. They live in little villages, situated some- 
times in the valleys, and sometimes on ledges of 
rock on the hill-sides, seeming almost to adhere 
to the face of the mountain itself, in huts walled 
and roofed with slabs of stone. They are, when 
seen close, mostly wretched little settlements and 
extremely dirty, and the common practice is to 
house the cattle on the bottom floor and for the 
people themselves to crowd together in small un- 
ventilated rooms in the upper storey. In the 
neighbourhood of the villages are the cultivated 
fields, either lying in the low lands, or stretched up 
the mountain sides on little terraces laboriously 
levelled and held up by rough retaining walls. 
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They are very picturesque both as regards then- 
position and the character of their produce, for the 
lighter green and yellow of the crops relieve the 
darker and more sombre colours of the woodland, 
while the deep crimson amaranth ( Amaranthus 
cauclatus) with its magnificent plumes sometimes 
six feet in height and sown among, or on the 
borders of, the green cereals, adds a great deal to 
the beauty of the landscape. The principal food- 
stuffs grown are the “mandua” (Eleusine cora- 
canci ), growing some three feet high, and re- 
sembling an erect grass with the seed carried in 
a head consisting of rather bushy spikes standing- 
erect on the stem. The yield is heavy, but it is 
a coai-se and unpalatable grain. Climbing about 
the dwellings are various kinds of gourds, pump- 
kins, cucumbers, and melons, charitably covering 
the same to some extent. Pulses are sown in the 
fields ; the vetch (Vicm saliva ), soy beans ( Glycine 
soja), and many others ; while rice is grown in the 
valleys and where irrigation is possible. The 
species of this grain in India are innumerable ; 
there are at least a hundred in Upper India alone. 
There is spring, summer, autumn, and winter rice, 
of which the last is the most important crop. It 
is sometimes broadcasted, but it is more frequently 
transplanted from a nursery into the fields when 
the plants are something like a foot high, and the 
operation produces a great deal of employment 
to villagers, in the rainy season, all over the 
country. 
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Following the banks of the smaller streams, 
a pleasant, low, clattering sound sometimes reaches 
the ear, and presently the wayfarer comes upon a 
little artificial water-channel apparently terminat- 
ing at a small, low stone building from whence the 
sound issues. This is a water-mill, where the 
grain is ground. The water channel commences 
sufficiently high up the stream to give the 
necessary fall, and the water is led down a shoot 
so as to impinge upon the blades of a vertical shaft 
connected with the revolving millstones above. 
A little hopper filled with grain is kept sufficiently 
agitated to automatically feed the mill, by the 
simple device of a short rod from the hopper pass- 
ing over the grooved surface of the upper mill- 
stone, and being thereby jerked up and down. 
The whole arrangement is primitive in the ex- 
treme, but is wonderfully effective, — working by 
day and night if necessary, with very little 
attention. 

In past times, before plague appeared in Bom- 
bay, a disease know as “ mahamari ” (the great 
disease) used to occasionally break out in these 
villages, and spread with alarming rapidity. 
Several investigations were made into the nature 
of the sickness, but those were pre-bacteriological 
days, and it has only recently been established 
that this was the plague with which we are only 
too familiar in the plains of India to-day. Special 
and excellent orders had been passed in former 
days for the arrest of these outbreaks, several of 
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which it has fallen to the lot of the writer to deal 
with. An unusual mortality among rats (and 
snakes) was the first intimation of trouble, and it 
was commonly found on arrival at the spot — 
usually some remote hamlet in the heart of the 
mountains — that the inhabitants had already 
evacuated the dwellings and were living in little 
structures made of boughs, in the jungles near. 
Isolation was complete, since the residents of the 
surrounding villages — they are very scattered — 
had at once cut off all personal communication 
with the infected people ; even letters, supplies, and 
money being left on appointed rocks to be fetched 
by them. Proceedings were drastic — fire was set 
to the settlement and the whole burnt out — com- 
pensation being paid to the owners by the local 
authorities. A ghastly detail in the arrangements 
was the removal of the abandoned dead in the 
vacated huts, for no one would touch them, and 
the corpse had to be lassoed with ropes, dragged 
out to a suitable place such as a ravine, and then 
covered with stones thrown upon it from a dis- 
tance ! The villagers were kept in huts in the 
jungles for a month after the disease had ceased 
among them, and were then permitted to return 
to the ruins of their houses, which, however, a 
very little labour sufficed to repair. These 
measures were invariably successful, and indeed 
the experience was one of the reasons which in- 
duced the authorities to adopt such strenuous 
action when plague first appeared in the plains. 
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Naturally enough, when the disease firs.t appeared 
in Bombay, suspicion was aroused that it had been 
transmitted from the hills, and a distinguished 
European savant, the late Professor Koch, visited 
the Himalayas, accompanied by the author, in 
connection with the matter. But these outbreaks 
of “mahamari” only appear at considerable in- 
tervals, and the only one which had occurred for 
some years previously had been in a village in the 
extreme north, and was subsequent to the appear- 
ance of the plague in Bombay. The theory was 
altogether untenable. 

Plague is a very horrible disease, from which 
India of late years has suffered terribly, but al- 
though our efforts to mitigate its virulence and 
arrest its spread have been largely abortive, still 
we may be thankful that matters were not even 
worse. Descriptions of such epidemics in Europe 
in the past are appalling. The Black Death, which 
is the same disease, ravaged England in the four- 
teenth century, and this calamity was one of the 
most stupendous in its consequences that has ever 
occurred in history. The epidemic was awful in 
its severity, fully half of the population of Eng- 
land and Wales being swept away, and imagina- 
tion can hardly conceive the desolation, terror, 
and utter disorganisation of both public and 
private life which attended it. Froissart tells us 
that fully a third of the whole population of Europe 
was destroyed ; and in Paris alone 80,000 persons 
were fatally struck. Like cholera, it claimed a 
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large number of its victims from among the young 
and strong. The dead lay in heaps in the streets 
or in the deserted houses, with no one to bury 
them, and so deadly was the infection that once 
the disease entered a house there was no hope of 
escaping it . 1 Dr Gasquet tells us that “ for many 
years the whole country bore witness to the ter- 
rible ordeal through which it had passed, and 
which had as disastrous an effect upon the morals 
as upon the material prosperity of the people.” 
Yet, as the same author points out, this awful 
visitation proved “ a turning-point in the national 
life. It formed the real close of the mediaeval 
period and the beginning of the Modern Age.” 
Such a large proportion of the labouring classes 
had disappeared that the survivors could dictate 
terms to their employers, serfdom disappeared, 
trade- unions were formed, and the lower orders 
became a powerful body of men, strong enough to 
wrest privileges by force from king and nobles. 
Religion also received a blow from which it did 
not recover for a long time, and this came about 
in a curious way. “ So few 7 priests had survived 
the plague that the bishops ■were forced to ordain 
mere boys, half-educated, and often wLolly un- 
fitted for the care of souls. The bad example set 

1 Sometimes the type was as bad as this in India. The writer re- 
members plague breaking out in a house containing thirteen people 
where, on account of the wife of the owner being about to be confined, 
the evacuation of the building was delayed for some days. Eleven 
out of the thirteen occupants died of the disease — one of the two 
survivors being the newly-born infant. 
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by many of these men, the frequent scandals and 
abuses in the Church, had a demoralising effect 
upon the people. At that time the seeds were 
sown that were to bear fruit in a future genera- 
tion. There can be no doubt that the Black 
Death paved the way for the Reformation, as 
well as for a new order of things in the body 
politic.” 

Wending our way along, we met many types 
of people : the pilgrims from the plains already 
described elsewhere ; the hardy Bhotia wrapped 
in blankets and dirty beyond description, driving 
his flock of goats carrying borax from Tibet in 
little saddle-bags on their backs, and slouching 
along in his woollen boots with string soles, in- 
variably spinning wool into yarn by means of a 
falling spindle as he went ; and on one occasion 
we had afternoon tea with a family party from 
Tibet itself ; — a quaint entertainment, where 
the Lama who accompanied it showed us the use 
of the praying- wheel and flags, while we drank 
(or pretended to) a beverage composed of brick 
tea mixed with salt, and churned up with butter 
made from the milk of the yaks or “jibboos” (a 
cross between a yak and a cow) which they had 
with them. This tea has often a red colour, due 
to the leaf of a plant imbedded in the brick, and 
this has stimulating properties which possibly to 
some extent accounts for its popularity. 

Every day had its own special and novel in- 
terest. Once we passed a tea plantation, appar- 
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ently abandoned, but we presently discovered that 
it was being carried on, more or less, by a China- 
man who had been originally engaged and brought 
there to look after and manage the place for a 
former English owner. The tea plant, which is an 
evergreen, grows in little bushes with flowers like 
those of the white wild rose, and the leaves are 
almost an inch and a half long, narrow, indented, 
and tapering to a point. These are picked when 
young at intervals, or when “flushes” or new 
growths occur, and are then dried and made into 
the tea of commerce in the factories. The industry 
does not seem to have prospered in these hills, 
and a good deal of money has been lost in the 
enterprise. The fact seems to be that the earlier 
planters (many of them retired officers and civil 
officials) thought too much of what climate would 
suit themselves, and too little of what would suit 
the tea, and they often settled in spots so far back 
in the mountains that the cost of carriage to the 
plains ate up most, if not all, of the' profits. 
Those who have survived have devoted their 
attention of late years more particularly to the 
growing of fruit, especially apples and pears, and 
these can hardly be surpassed in quality and 
flavour anywhere ; but of course there is the same 
difficulty here, the want of a steady and con- 
venient market — and to be profitable, the orchards 
must be within reasonable distance of the railway 
at the foot of the hills. 

A well-cultivated tea-garden, with its terraced 
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plots of bushes, its clean orderly factory, and the 
planter’s comfortable bungalow, is a pretty sight, 
and the author has many pleasant memories of 
visits to their genial and hospitable owners. The 
situation is often very picturesque ; the dwelling- 
house perhaps crowning a little isolated mountain 
peak. A tragic incident occurred in one such spot. 
It was a perfect day ; the sky absolutely clear but 
for one small cloud which chanced to pass exactly 
over the peak. There was suddenly an awful 
crash, the people sitting in the front room of the 
house were blinded by a terrific flash, and, rushing 
out into the verandah, found the planter lying 
there stone dead. The little cloud sailed on, the 
sun shone steadily ; there was no other atmos- 
pheric disturbance whatever. It was a veritable 
bolt from the blue. 

Tea was introduced into India about 1834. It 
seems to have been first conveyed into England 
from China about 1810, by the Dutch East India 
Company, but was really brought into fashion by 
the Lords Arlington and Ossory. It is curious to 
note how many of our useful plants were intro- 
duced into our country by travelling noblemen 
and gentlemen in the old days. Of course it may 
be suggested that then only the wealthy could 
afford to travel, but the various natural products 
were not such as would come to the notice of rich 
men journeying for mere pleasure and amusement ; 
they were mostly found in wild and inhospitable 
tracts of country often very dangerous to travel- 
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lers, and by no means the localities which would 
attract the modern millionaire, or the seeker after 
comfort and enjoyment. The learned Linacre 
brought the damask rose from Italy ; Thomas, 
Lord Cromwell, enriched our gardens with three 
sorts of plums ; Edward Grindal, afterwards Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, carried home the medicinal 
plant the tamarisk ; and the Carew family intro- 
duced oranges. The cherry orchards of Kent were 
first started near Sittingbourne by a gardener to 
Henry VIII., and the exact locality is still called 
“ Newgardens,” as the place .where the new fruit 
was first grown. Lambarde, in the ‘ Perambulation 
of Kent,’ writes, in his account of Teynham (near 
Sittingbourne) : “ Our honest patriote Richard 
Harrys (fruiterer to King Henrie the 8) planted 
by his great cost and rare industrie, the sweet 
Cherrie, the temperate Pipyn, and the golden 
Renate . . . about the year of our Lord Christ 
1533.” The word “cherry” is derived from 
“ Cerasuntis,” a city of Pontus, where it flourished. 

Sir Walter Raleigh gave us tobacco and the 
potato ; Sir Richard Weston, clover grass ; Car- 
dinal Pole, figs ; and Speman, lime-trees. Mul- 
berry-trees largely owe their cultivation to the 
fostering care of James I. “Cos” lettuces are so 
called because they came from the island of Cos ; 
the peach, persicum, or “ mala persica,” because 
introduced from Persia; “pistachio” nuts is the 
Syrian name for the fruit. The chestnut or 
“ castagna ” is derived from Castagna in Magnesia. 
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Plums came mostly from Syria, and the damson is 
really the damascene, or Damascus plum. 

There are no doubt many minerals in these hills, 
but the cost of transport to the plains below makes 
it difficult to say how far it would be profitable to 
work them. In former days the rajahs of the 
country mined and smelted metals, and away in 
the north the writer was shown the ruined foun- 
dations of a village on the side of a hill, which 
was said to have been once occupied by the 
explorers after a copper mine. The story runs 
that they had dug into the side of the mountain 
until the tunnel had almost reached the vein of 
metal, and on a certain day the last blows were to 
be struck to expose it — so with great rejoicing a 
large concourse of people, headed by a band of 
music, marched in for the purpose. But unfor- 
tunately it had been necessary to oust a faquir 
from the spot when the work commenced, and he 
had cursed the enterprise with the usual con- 
sequences. Suddenly the roof of the tunnel 
collapsed between the joyful explorers and the 
entrance, and all were entombed. For seven days 
and nights those left outside attempted to dig 
down to the unhappy people imprisoned below ; 
guided by the sound of music which the miserable 
captives kept up to direct attention to the proper 
spot. Then all was silent ; the dejected would-be 
rescuers fled, and the place was abandoned for 
ever. Needless to say, the spot is haunted. 

A few natives may be seen on the banks of the 
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Alakananda “ cradling ” its sands in a primitive 
manner for a few specks of gold washed down 
from somewhere above, but the profits are very 
small. 

Sometimes we descended into the valleys, for a 
portion of the duties of the author consisted in the 
inspection of the hospitals established along the 
pilgrims’ route. These useful institutions owe 
their origin to one of the great administrators of 
the past already referred to, General Sir Henry 
Ramsay, “ the King of Kumaon ” as he was called, 
Commissioner of the whole of these hill tracts, 
who, observing the malversation of the wealth 
left by pious Hindus to the shrines of Badrinath 
and Kedarnath, devoted a portion of the income, 
with the consent of the religious authorities, to 
the erection and maintenance of these hospitals, 
and the construction of iron suspension-bridges 
and other conveniences for the health and comfort 
of the pilgrims. On the occasion of these descents 
into the valleys, good “ mahseer ” fishing was often 
obtained ; though the sport was precarious, and a 
“spate” of cold water from above, or a clap of 
thunder, would send every fish like a stone to the 
bottom. The “ mahseer ” will take the fly, though 
in these parts live-bait and spoons are generally 
more attractive ; it shows good sport, is very fair 
eating, and will sometimes run to a great size — 
even up to 70 lb. One of the best places is 
where a tributary, not originating from melted 
snow, joins the roaring torrent of a glacier- fed 
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river ; a little way up the warmer stream from 
the junction is an excellent spot, and as the fish 
is pretty sure to make for the heavy water where 
he will certainly be lost, an exciting fight is likely 
to be the result. 

A tale is told of an angler fishing from a rock in 
a l'iver at the foot of these hills, who suddenly 
noticed a great shadow appear in the water below 
him, and looking round to ascertain the cause, 
became aware of a large wild elephant on the bank 
above, l'egarding him with considerable curiosity. 
The writer has fished at an outpost in the Afghan 
hills with a sentry with a loaded rifle behind him 
looking out for “snipers,” with very mixed feel- 
ings; but it is doubtful if Izaak Walton himself 
would have enjoyed the gentle art when 
“ shadowed ” by a wild elephant, and the sports- 
man in this case slid down from his rock into the 
water, and, being a good swimmer, reached the 
other bank in safety ! One almost thinks that 
some equally unpleasant incident must have oc- 
curred to Plutarch, who, as quoted by Robert 
Burton in that monument of erudition, the 1 Ana- 
tomy of Melancholy,’ speaks bitterly of angling as 
“ a filthy, base, and illiberal employment, having 
neither wit nor perspicacity in it, nor worth the 
labour ” ! 

There are also hill-trout which take the fly, to 
be caught in the smaller streams, but they are 
very poor imitations of our English fish. 

Magnificent and imposing as is the scenery of 
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the mountain slopes and summits, perhaps that of 
the valleys equals it in charm. The deep swift 
rivers tear their way through them in their rapid 
descent — at one time swirling through a dark 
gorge between two hills, silent, and giving the 
impression of irresistible power ; at another, 
broadening out to run more placidly between 
slopes of which the sides are clothed with a 
dense and varied umbrageous growth extending 
down to, and overhanging, the water itself ; and 
here and there again, threading their silvery way 
through a great valley strewn with water-worn 
boulders, where the declivity is less and the 
stream wider and less rapid. In such a locality 
the angler finds pure delight. The river has 
probably split up into numerous small water- 
ways, leaving little islands of sand and polished 
stones between them, and in some of the chan- 
nels the current is swift and clear and compara- 
tively shallow. The broken water at the tail of 
these runs is a favourite haunt of the “mahseer” 
lying in wait for small fish and other food swept 
down by the stream. In such a spot, on one 
glorious day, the writer and a friend brought to 
bank twenty-seven bright finny victims ranging 
from one up to five pounds. Every few casts 
resulted in a run. 

There is no compromise about a “mahseer’s” 
action ; he is either on the feed or he is not. In 
the latter case nothing will tempt him, but in the 
former he is a very glutton, flinging himself on his 
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prey like a tiger. The bait with its gut trace 
describes a half circle as the current sweeps it out 
and down stream, and just when the angler is 
about to wind up for a fresh cast, there is a sudden 
tightening of the line, the rod bends nearly double, 
the reel hums merrily, and the struggle begins. 
The first rush of a good “mahseer” is worth ex- 
periencing, and be will probably fight to the last. 
The accepted idea is that he takes a minute a 
pound to kill ; but although a twenty-pound fish 
may be landed in twenty minutes, it will take a 
good deal more than five minutes to kill a five- 
pound fish. The fly-fisher may look upon angling 
with live bait and spoons with a certain amount of 
contempt, but there is a good deal of skill required 
in the proceeding to make the lure work naturally, 
and produce a full creel. At all events, it is the 
most successful plan for these hill rivers and 
streams, and a day so spent with the fish on the 
feed, in the midst of these delightful and wild 
surroundings and on the margin of the bright 
sparkling stream rippling over its stony bed, is an 
experience not to be despised by the most scientific 
disciple of old Izaak. 

Some years ago, a great landslip, common in 
these tracts, filled up the bed of one of the 
mountain torrents just where it tore its way 
through a deep gorge ; and a huge lake of water 
formed behind the obstruction. It was evident 
that when the latter burst, dire disaster would 
befall the riparian villages below, and the Govern- 
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ment deputed a special engineer and his staff to 
the spot. He camped at the place, established 
field - telegraph stations at the settlements down 
the river, and took other precautions. After 
many weeks of anxious watching and waiting, at 
last unmistakable signs of disintegration ap- 
peared ; — the warning was flashed along the wires 
to the threatened areas, and presently the whole 
vast dam burst and crumbled away. A huge wall 
of water swept down the river, but so excellent 
were the arrangements that, although whole 
villages and a considerable town were absolutely 
destroyed, the loss of life was practically “ nil.” 
At this time the flood rushed through the town 
of Hardwar, depositing the sacred fish from the 
pool in the public streets and the dwellings of 
the inhabitants. 

And so, in process of time, passing upwards, 
we reached the home of the Great Gods. We 
were among the Bhotias here — people of Tibetan 
origin, interesting but extremely dirty folk, though 
considerable allowance must be made for the dis- 
inclination of people to bathe and wash in this 
bitterly cold country. They practically enjoy a 
monopoly of the carrying trade between Tibet and 
Hindustan ; conveying their merchandise — prin- 
cipally borax, salt, and wool — on yaks, “jibboos,” 
and goats over wild mountain -tracks and lofty 
passes. They sometimes call themselves Hindus, 
but, as a matter of fact, are more Buddhist as 
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regards belief. The men dress in home - made 
woollen garments somewhat similar to those worn 
by hillmen generally, but with usually a long 
frock-coat. The women wear a skirt, coat, shirt, 
and waistcoat, and a peculiar form of headgear 
going a yard down the back. They dress their 
hair in two long plaits, and they do not cover 
their homely, smiling, Mongolian features. Both 
sexes wear the curious Tibetan woollen boots 
with string soles. They talk a language of their 
own, but in the course of trade have learnt some- 
thing of Tibetan and the dialects of the plains. 
Much interesting information regarding the origin, 
religion, and customs of this curious and almost 
nomadic race is given in Mr Sherring’s work en- 
titled ‘Western Tibet and the British Borderland.’ 

The surroundings of the shrine at Kedarnath 
are very wild and picturesque. It owes its sanctity 
to the fact that here the great god Shiva, being 
hard pressed when fleeing in the form of a buffalo 
from the Pandavas, dived into the ground, but left 
his hinder parts exposed on the surface — to be 
adored for ever afterwards. And, indeed, a great 
piece of black marble, as much like the hinder 
parts of a buffalo as anything else, is there to this 
day. He married the daughter of Himachul. 
Not far off is a great cliff, from which in past 
times his votaries, and also lepers, threw them- 
selves off to certain death, — a proceeding which 
has now, however, been stopped by the Govern- 
ment. 
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Leaving this locality and its savage grandeur, 
we passed over the intervening ranges to the 
village of Joshimath, where we abandoned our 
ponies, and travelling, via Pandkeswar, on a bad 
road where the path at one time was over slabs 
of stone resting upon wooden stakes thrust into 
crevices in a rocky wall overhanging a dee]) ravine ; 
and again over a bridge of consolidated snow 
beneath which we could hear the roar of the 
water ; we at length reached our goal — the 
wonderful shrine of Badrinath, where Krishna 
stood for a hundred years on one foot, with arms 
aloft, his garments thrown off, subsisting on air, 
and “ emaciated and with veins swollen.” It is 
situated in a long valley leading to the village of 
Mana and the passes beyond, and was built in the 
form of a cave and surrounded by a cupola, with 
a shining roof of burnished copper which looks like 
gold. In the winter the temple is buried under 
many feet of snow. It is of great antiquity, — 
rumour stating that a shrine was here a thousand 
years before Christ, — but it was nearly destroyed 
in recent years by an earthquake, and was 
almost entirely rebuilt. At one time no less 
than seven hundred villages belonged to the 
trustees of the shrine. Close by is a thermal 
spring giving forth steam and a strong sulphurous 
smell, and too hot to touch until its admixture 
with the cold water from another adjacent spring ; 
and in the bath so formed, the pilgrims, men and 
women, bathe together, the wives knotting their 
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garments to those of their husbands — a repetition, 
apparently, of a portion of the marriage ceremony. 
The existence of this geyser among the Eternal 
Snows no doubt explains the original selection of 
the spot for the establishment of a shrine, for the 
phenomenon must appear miraculous to the simple 
dwellers in the plains. Its surroundings are 
sublimely weird and beautiful : the giant white 
mountains towering all round, a little gauzy cloud 
of driven snow hovering as ever round their 
summits as if to hide their mysteries from human 
view — the solemn silence — the absence of life save 
for flights of snow pigeons — the brooding stillness 
and the impression of infinite and illimitable space, 
— all combine to produce an effect upon the 
spectator which can never be forgotten. The 
traveller feels that it is holy ground, and to stand 
here on a moonlight night and to note the solemn 
and commanding majesty of Nature, inspires an 
emotion of awe and a sense of insignificance, prob- 
ably nowhere else so fully realised. Milton’s 
immortal lines on the Creation instinctively occur 
to the mind — 

“ Immediately the mountains huge appear 
Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 
Into the clouds ; their tops ascend the sky. 

For chaos heard His voice : Him all His train 
Followed in bright procession to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of His might.” 

Contrast this with what Max Muller gives in 
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‘ Sanskrit Literature ’ as a specimen of the Aryan 
mode of thought — 

“Yon bright sky 

Was not, nor heaven’s broad woof outstretched above. 
What covered all ? What sheltered 1 What concealed ? 
There was no confine betwixt day and night ; 

The only One breathed breathless in itself, 

Other than It, there nothing since has been. 

Poets in their hearts discern, 

Pondering, this bond between created things 
And uncreated. 

Nature below, and Power and Will above — 

Who knows the secret 1 Who proclaimed it here ? 
Whence, whence this manifold creation sprang ? 

Who knows from whom this great creation sprang 1 ” 

This is the spirit of the earlier Vedie hymns. 

One seems not of this world — this work-a-day 
world — and nothing would surprise us. A masto- 
don might wander down the valley ; — the multitude 
of holy Hindus who departed this life thousands 
of years ago, and who, it is alleged, reside in an 
inaccessible cavern in the mountain, might sud- 
denly bear down upon us ; — Krishna might appear 
in his uncomfortable attitude on a neighbouring 
peak, — and we should accept it all as perfectly 
consistent with our surroundings. It is — words 
fail us — very beautiful, very uncanny, and very 
cold. 

We watched the pious pilgrims at their devo- 
tions, happy in thus reaching the summit of their 
hopes and desires, and offering money, bangles, 
and other ornaments at the shrine ; and we 
received a visit from the Rawul, or high-priest, 
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who bound a muslin “puggri” round the writers 
head. This last act of courtesy is probably con- 
nected with local custom regarding friendly 
arrangements and interchanges, for Badrinath is 
in Bhotia land, and the Marchas of Mana, who 
are connected with the temple, receive from the 
funds an annual payment of Rs. 50 in cash, forty 
pounds of grain, and one “ puggri/’ “ This is 
conditional on the fact that at the Janam Ashtami 
festival, when the idol is carried through Mana 
to be bathed at the waterfall and fed at the Mata 
Murati, the women of Mana, led by the Malpa 
women, clothed in festival attire, shall sing hymns 
in honour of the god/’ (Sherring and Longstaff.) 

We purchased various articles as mementoes of 
our visit, — little plates of copper stamped with 
rude images of Yishnu — thorny sticks by which 
you may identify the wayfarer in the distant 
plains as one who has visited the holy spot — 
“ salmrams.” stones from which ammonites have 

O ’ 

fallen and left impressions, and sacred as emblems 
of the Preserver — and many other curious things. 
We were not comfortable, for every day the snow 
fell for hours ; so that a fire was at once put out 
if lit in the open, and the tent was too small to 
have it inside. There was nothing for it but to 
go to bed to get warm until the weather cleared. 
Then there was a difficulty about getting carriage, 
and we might have been detained for a consider- 
able time but for the resourceful strategy of 
Bhowan Singh, who made a party of woodcutters 
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gratuitously and gloriously drunk over-night, and 
then loaded them up and got them under way 
in the early morning while still obfuscated with 
the results of the orgy. From thence, crossing 
lofty ranges beloved of the “ thar,” or wild goat, 
and with slopes famous for “ chukor,” we reached 
the hill station of Almora a few weeks later. 

It is impossible, after wandering with these 
pilgrims to these distant shrines, conversing with 
them, watching their patient zeal, and noting 
their confidence and hope under circumstances of 
much hardship and risk, to resist the conclusion 
that their beliefs are very real and deep-rooted, 
and that in their thoughts these people are very 
much what their forefathers were many genera- 
tions ago. It is held by many (especially since 
the resuscitation of Mendel’s views on heredity) 
that the natural disposition with which a child 
enters the world, restrained though it may be by 
caution and fear of public opinion from expressing 
itself in acts, remains nevertheless unaltered until 
he leaves it ; and since a race is but an aggre- 
gation of individuals, it is conceivable that its 
intrinsic moral characteristics are modified with 
extreme slowness, and probably never to any 
important extent, despite the influence of what 
the French call the “milieu,” unless the process 
is hastened and facilitated by fusion with other 
races differently constituted. The admixture 
between Western and Indian peoples is so slight 
as to be almost negligible. Many thinking people 
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wonder whether under the veneer of Western 
civilisation, the real nature of the Hindu is very 
much changed. In most cases the European 
manners and speech are put on very much like 
the European garments, and are discarded in the 
home with equal facility and relief. Even of 
those who cross the seas it is true, as was said 
long ago, “ coelum non animum mutant.” The 
Hindu inhabits a mental world of which the 
matter-of-fact Western has little conception. 
From his childhood upwards he lives in perpetual 
dread of mysterious influences, the powers of 
malevolent gods, spells, the Evil Eye, &c. In his 
present state of knowledge he is unable to assign 
physical explanations for most natural phenomena, 
so that the unknown represents to him far more 
than it does to ourselves. He is extremely sus- 
picious ; which Bacon says is a defect, not in the 
heart, but in the brain. During the Mutiny, it 
is stated, when every other building in a town 
was sacked, no Indian entered a Masonic Lodge. 
There is hardly an action in a Hindu’s life, indeed, 
which is not influenced by the fear of offending 
some deity, and this engenders a timidity and 
want of self-confidence which is quite distinct 
from physical fear. It is the old story of the 
bogey and the child — only the child never really 
grows up. He has certain gods concerning whose 
powers for good or evil he has no doubt whatever ; 
and below these come godlets, shades and spirits, 
who may perhaps be cajoled or even deceived. And, 
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last of all, there are certain men towards whom 
his attitude is difficult for us to grasp. They are 
men undoubtedly, but they are something more 
than this — something that General “ Jan Nikkle- 
seyn Sahib” was to his soldiers — something akin 
to what the great heroes were to the Greeks — 
something which saints, “ rishis,” or even certain 
Brahmans, are to religious communities. They 
are not regarded as infallible, but they are not 
as other men. This attitude of mind is, of course, 
the natural outcome of a belief in incarnations, 
and the transmigration of souls or metempsychosis 
— a heritage from early Brahmanic times. 

The late Sir Alfred Lyall (under whom the 
writer had the privilege of serving, and whose 
friendship he had the honour to enjoy) in ‘ Asiatic 
Studies ’ advances the theory that the new gods 
and demi - gods continually being recruited and 
introduced into the vast collection of deities in 
the Hindu polytheistic system, are commonly men 
who have been distinguished among their fellows 
when on earth by remarkable qualifications, such 
as valour, wisdom, asceticism, &c. Their reputa- 
tion is originally local, and in life the general 
feeling of the people towards them is expressed 
in the phrase, “ This man is the great power of 
God.” When such a man dies, it is especially 
easy for a community believing in metempsychosis 
and reincarnations to conceive him as deified. If 
a saint or hermit, he is not burned but buried ; 
a shrine probably arises presided over by a relative 
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or a disciple, and here miracles are' presently 
reported to happen. 1 In course of time those who 
knew him on earth pass away, until his mundane 
career is forgotten and he only exists in the people’s 
minds as a demi-god. As said before, he is origin- 
ally a local deity, of whom the villagers are proud 
as being of themselves, and to be therefore especi- 
ally worshipped as more likely to intercede for 
and help those of his own people. The increase 
or decline of his popularity will largely depend 
upon the visible results of predictions and prayers 
made at his shrine. The orthodox Brahman, the 
refined Yedantist of towns, looks coldly on these 
new recruits, but the local priest has to think of 
his livelihood and status, and when the reputa- 
tion of such a saint becomes pronounced, it is 
not long before he finds an opportunity to give 
the rough unfinished superstitions regarding him 
some Brahmanical shape and varnish, and so it 
may sometimes happen in the course of time that 
the local hero, sage, or saint finds himself received 


1 Not only the tombs and shrines of Hindus, but sometimes of 
Muhammadans and even Christians, are so worshipped. The present 
writer knows of one such Muhammadan shrine very largely visited 
by Hindus. In past times many casualties occurred through the 
votaries crowding into the close unventilated tomb, but an astute 
official placed a large fan driven by manual labour (known as a 
thermantidote) behind the structure ; concealing it by planting a 
dense grove of shrubs round it — the blast of air being driven in to 
ventilate the building through a hole in the back wall. The reputa- 
tion of the shrine has been much increased by the proceeding, since 
the cool fresh air in the interior is regarded by the simple villagers 
as the breath of the saint ! 
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in or near the upper circle of the gods, and inter- 
preted as an orthodox emanation. We know from 
Tertullian and Augustine that similar ideas pre- 
vailed in classic paganism. It can be readily- 
conceived how Brahmanical influence is retained 
and extended by such measures. 

This is not all. As the same author points out, 
men not only rise to be gods, but gods come 
down and exhibit themselves as “avatars” or 
incarnations, and natural phenomena. “ In this 
stage of belief, the people construct for themselves 
Jacob’s ladders between earth and heaven : the 
men are seen ascending until they become gods ; 
they then descend again as embodiments of the 
divinities ; insomuch that it may be almost 
doubted whether any god, except the Vedic 
divinities and the obvious Nature gods, comes 
down the ladder who had not originally gone 
up the ladder as a man, and an authentic man.” 
Again, “ That the two sources of theology meet 
and are blended together, there can be no doubt ; 
the Nature god sometimes condenses into a man 
and is precipitated upon earth ; the hero or saint 
often refines and evaporates into a deity up in 
the skies.” The polytheistic religion is compared 
to a waterspout whereby a column is formed, of 
which the contents may appear to pass either 
from the earth to the skies, or from the skies 
to the earth. 

Of course much mystic legend weaves itself 
about the name of a saint, or deified hero, in 
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the process of transition, and frequently the origin 
of a local deity or demi-god is absolutely obscured 
and lost in the course of time. There is a certain 
shrine upon a very old bridge in Northern India 
which is held in great esteem and veneration. 
The story runs that after the completion of the 
bridge, although it seemed perfectly sound every 
evening after repairs had been effected during 
the day, yet on the following morning a large 
rent in the structure invariably appeared. The 
efforts of the most expert engineers were futile 
in preventing this occurring, and in despair an 
appeal was made to the religious authorities, who 
recommended that a selected boy should be walled 
up alive in the persistent rent. This expedient 
was perfectly successful, and from some mixed 
sentiments, among which probably gratitude bore 
a very small part, a shrine was erected on the 
spot and the shade of the victim worshipped. 
Now while it is perfectly possible that a boy 
was so immured, it is unlikely that he submitted 
voluntarily to the proceeding or was in any way 
desirous of emulating Marcus Curtius, and it is 
much more probable that the whole story is a 
myth, and that the shrine was erected to some 
peculiarly gifted individual of engineering talent 
whose skill in permanently repairing an obstinate 
defect in a convenience affecting many thousands 
of wayfarers, raised him to an unusual height in 
the opinion of the local community. The idea of 
ensuring the stability of a structure by the sacri- 
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fice of a child still exists, and to give some notion 
of the credulity of the masses even to-day, it may 
be mentioned that a great falling off in the 
amount of vaccination performed in the neigh- 
bourhood of a large bridge then under con- 
struction, was traced to a widespread rumour 
that the Government was endeavouring to find 
an infant in whose veins milk ran instead of 
blood ; as it had been advised that the burial 
of such a child under it would ensure the 
stability of a pier which, on account of the 
presence of a quicksand, was settling and 
causing much difficulty. 

That the extensive existence of such views 
regarding the recruitment of deities and semi- 
deities leads to confusion and something like 
chaos in a system of religion is obvious, but 
nevertheless such a creed admits of an elasticity 
and comprehensiveness which is favourable to the 
maintenance of the same as a whole. The Hindu 
tree, with its deep roots founded on the Vedas, 
often throws off adventitious growths or “sports,” 
but the priests of the order not only train and 
lead them back so as to still form part of the 
original stock, but, to pursue the analogy, even 
often actually so modify and adapt the plants 
of the jungle in its vicinity, that to the casual 
and confused eye the whole presents some aspect 
of uniformity, and suggestion of a common origin. 
The deities of other creeds, indeed, are sometimes 
adopted and absorbed. Buddha, for instance, has 
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been adopted as the ninth “avatar” of Vishnu. 
Brahmanism, in short, is astutely tolerant, throw- 
ing its fegis over the crudest superstition, modify- 
ing the same without offence, and requiring hut 
a very moderate allegiance in return for its 
countenance. 

From what has gone before, it might be 
assumed that a people holding such elastic 
theological views would be open - minded and 
receptive as regards mundane affairs ; but in 
reality the very reverse is the case. This is 
due to the fact that a Hindu’s religion, such as 
it is, is inextricably bound up with every detail 
of his existence. It is, indeed, more a great social 
system than a creed. There is hardly an incident 
in his daily life which is not mixed up with an 
act of worship or propitiation. What Westerns 
call customs are therefore much more than 
customs — they are almost parts of a ritual. 
The fact, of course, is generally known, but is 
not perhaps sufficiently recognised. Herein lies 
the secret of the great vitality of Brahmanism, 
and the principal source of the repugnance of its 
followers to the introduction of foreign innova- 
tions and ideas. It perhaps suggests caution in 
making attempts in such directions. We have 
no analogous conditions existing among com- 
munities in the West, experience of Avhich would 
help us to predict how such novelties would be 
received and viewed in the East. We call these 
people unprogressive, ignorant, and what not, but 
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this is hardly fair. They are fully appreciative 
of the material advantages of Western discoveries 
and culture — as witness the popularity of rail- 
ways, and the way in which various conveniences 
have been adopted ; — but at the back of their 
minds is the dread that change may bring about 
the subtle disintegration of what constitutes the 
bed - rock of their beliefs, — the time - honoured 
social-religious system of their forefathers. And 
of course, as the Brahman well recognizes, such 
fear is well founded. 

Democratic institutions and the retention of 
the caste system seem hard to reconcile, and the 
discovery of a modus vivendi far to seek. Many 
people, though perhaps not the best informed, 
think the last is doomed ; but much water will 
run under the bridge before its disappearance. 
With its abolition, Brahmanism, that integral 
part of Hinduism, must perish. But we may 
remember that it has absorbed Animism, routed 
Buddhism, and emerged perhaps stronger than 
ever from the fierce persecution of Muhammadan- 
ism. Where, indeed, to-day its foundations have 
been destroyed, nothing imposing or substantial 
can be honestly claimed to have been built upon 
its ruins — the result too often is merely something 
like desolation. We see, it is true, some portents 
in the sky — revolts from priestly tyranny — the 
rise of sects basing their beliefs on the venerable 
teaching of the Vedas, &c., — but what their fate 
will be still lies in the womb of the future. There 
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would be a strange irony about the fact if one 
of the earliest results of extended modern edu- 
cation were a return to the primitive religion of 
the Aryan invaders whose history is buried in 
the mists of the distant past ! 

The author cannot conclude this brief sketch 
of a journey in these mighty hills without a pass- 
ing reference to the sad death of one of the party. 
Soon after his return, he received the following 
pathetic letter from Hari Dutt, dated from his 
remote hospital. “ Honored Sir,” it ran, “ you 
will be sorry to hear that the yellow dog Genda 
which accompanied the Presence on tour, has gone 
into the belly of a tiger which comes here daily 
at night with its offspring.” Alas ! poor Genda. 


XIII. 


CONCLUSION. 

The consideration of questions of administrative 
procedure in India is outside the scope of the 
present little work, and, moreover, the writer does 
not consider himself competent to deal with such a 
very difficult subject. It may be safely stated, 
however, that the task of those intrusted with the 
destinies of the Empire is at the present time far 
harder than it has ever been within the memory of 
living man. The “ awakening of the East,” so 
long anticipated, has now really commenced. 
Education is, of course, the ferment which has 
originated the processes, analytic rather than 
synthetic, of which we now see the inception ; but 
in the vast crucible of the Orient are mingled such 
diverse and incompatible elements that what the 
consequent reactions will be, no man can positively 
predict. All that we can surmise is that if such 
processes be natural, they will, arguing from 
analogy, be slow ; — with the advantage, however, 
of producing permanent results. It is perhaps a 
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recognition of this requirement that leads Western 
statesmen of a reflective mind to incline to wait 
upon events in this portion of the globe. 

Although the progress of one Eastern nation has 
been startling in its rapidity and extent, it would 
be premature to conclude that the effect of this on 
other Oriental races will be so immediate or wide- 
spread as some people appear to suppose. India, 
for instance, we are informed by some unaccredited 
diplomatists pursuing their scholastic studies 
abroad, “ awaits the help of Japan.” But the 
rulers of the latter country are not possessed of 
any more altruistic sentiments than are held by 
politicians in other parts of the world ; and are 
likely, moreover, in the near future to have quite 
enough to do in looking after their more im- 
mediate interests nearer home. Japan’s own 
view of her mission in Asia, indeed, is, so far as 
concerns India, described by Mr Lancelot Lawton 
in his voluminous and interesting work, ‘ The 
Empires of the Far East,’ as well represented 
by one of her leading publicists, Dr Shiratori. 
After referring to the probable rise in power of 
China, the latter writes : “ But with India the 
case is different. India is a geographical rather 
than a historical name. Nothing like nationality 
or any kind of strong affinity exists between the 
myriad peoples who live side by side under British 
rule. It is hard to see how it is possible to form 
a united nation with the existing elements. 
Should India ever become independent, changes 
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requiring long periods must precede that con- 
summation.” 

The awakening of China, again, seems to he an 
established fact, but, as has been pointed out, she 
has opened her eyes more than once before, and 
has again relapsed/into slumber. She will doubt- 
less come fully into her own in time ; but the time, 
fortunately for the West (and possibly for her old 
old pupil), is not yet. Such at least was the 
opinion of the late Sir Robert Hart, than whom 
no better authority on the situation can be quoted. 
That the dry bones are stirring there can be no 
doubt whatever, and the significance of the recent 
revolution can hardly be mistaken, but, neverthe- 
less, so long as the mild tenets of the Confucian 
philosophy retain any effective hold on the 
thoughts of the people, they will always serve 
as a useful drag upon any extreme or anarchic 
measures. 

The impression conveyed from a consideration of 
the subject is that the progressive spirit all over 
Asia is at present largely confined to an enlight- 
ened, but, in comparison with the total population, 
small minority, — the real thoughts and wishes of 
the inarticulate millions are practically unknown. 
When the movement has become sufficiently strong 
and general to reach the lower strata of the 
masses and to bring them into the arena of 
politics, the results may be unexpected and dis- 
turbing. Progress, in this connection, it should 
be remembered, principally means an awakening 
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desire for greater material advantage and comfort 
on the part of the individual, and it may possibly 
be found that it is considerably easier to neglect 
the simple cultivator in his village than the edu- 
cated workman in the factory. What the last- 
named may demand when his opportunity arises, 
no man can say. His views may be reactionary 
and disappointing — or even worse. While recog- 
nising, therefore, the futility of attempting to put 
back the hands of the clock, it is difficult to con- 
template with anything like equanimity the release 
of such vast forces, concerning the nature and 
probable method of operation of which we are at 
the present time so absolutely in the dark. That 
we are, however, on the eve of great developments 
and changes is beyond question. 

One important consequence of the bursting of 
their fetters, mental and geographical, by Eastern 
peoples, is that it is more difficult than ever to 
administer India as an isolated unit. Matters of 
high policy concerning this country so frequently 
dovetail into those of the Empire generally (as 
witness the position of Indians in South Africa and 
elsewhere), that they can only be safely dealt with 
from some standpoint from which the whole situa- 
tion can be comprehensively surveyed ; and, more- 
over, in these days of rapid transit and easy 
communications, such central control is much 
facilitated, and there is very little going on in 
the East which is not perfectly well known to the 
capable authorities in Whitehall. The “ splendid 
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isolation ” of India is a thing of the past — though 
not, indeed, of the very distant past. Regrettable 
as the occurrence of recent agitation and disturb- 
ance in India may be, it has at least served one 
useful purpose, and that is to clear the air, to 
open Western eyes to the real circumstances of 
our great dependency, and to thereby enable 
statesmen and the public to put a proper valua- 
tion upon the opinions and utterances of more or 
less instructed persons who until quite recently 
posed as oracles, and sought with marvellous self- 
sufficiency to direct the councils of the nation on 
Indian affairs. As all experienced officials know, 
the problem of how to best govern Oriental peoples 
bristles with difficulties ; though we may fairly 
claim to have come nearer to its solution than any 
Western Power has ever yet done. The few 
remarks, therefore, with which the present writer 
has ventured to conclude this little work are made 
with great diffidence. They possess no novelty, 
for they merely embody the views held by nearly 
all officials when he first went to India, and he is 
only led to record them by the conviction, after 
thirty years' service in the country (recently con- 
cluded), that these opinions are just as sound to- 
day as they were when he first imbibed them, long 
ago, from his kindly wise old friends. 

The officials of the old regime , both civil and 
military, who kept their districts loyal in the dark 
days of the Mutiny, or speedily reduced them to 
order and contentment after its suppression, were 
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certainly not obsessed with any lofty thoughts or 
purposes concerning the changing of the nature of 
the Oriental, but were simply resolute practical 
men, very high-handed it is true, but with a very 
full recognition of what is meant by noblesse 
oblige. They would have probably nearly all 
failed to satisfy the requirements of quite a merci- 
ful modern examination board. The directness of 
their methods would horrify public opinion in 
Europe at the present time ; though it does not 
seem to have had the same effect in the East, for 
we know that at least one of our greatest military 
leaders, more distinguished for stern intrepidity 
than graceful urbanity, was actually canonised 
after his glorious death by the admiring members 
of an alien faith. The duty of these men was to 
do justice, collect revenue, and to keep their sub- 
jects (the term is used advisedly) satisfied and 
loyal — and it must be acknowledged that somehow 
or other they did it remarkably well. But they 
enjoyed enormous advantages over their successors 
to-day. When the bearer of Her Majesty’s Mail 
ran, armed with a spear festooned with bells, over 
hundreds of miles of wild and almost untracked 
country, and not infrequently concluded his journey 
in the stomach of a tiger instead of in a Secretariat 
office, the Head of a district — the Collector and 
Magistrate, or Deputy Commissioner — had leisure 
and opportunity to wander in camp about his 
charge, and to really know, and be known to, 
the gentry and the masses. He lived for more 


352 


THE SILENT INDIA. 


than half the year literally among the people. 
The white sheen of his tents was the sign that the 
meanest ryot could plead his cause, or lay his 
grievance, before the great “Sirkar” (or Govern- 
ment) itself — for to him the Head of the district 
was the Government. Only Anglo-Indians know 
how greatly such a privilege is valued in the East. 
He spoke, and really understood, the patois of 
the rural classes ; he saw with his own eyes where 
revenue assessments could be justly enhanced or 
reduced ; he knew the family histories of the 
great landowners with whom he rode and shot ; he 
settled many quarrels and arrested much mis- 
chievous litigation with wise advice ; and in 
numerous ways brought home to the simple folk 
the fact that the “ Sirkar ” was not only a definite 
entity, but also their friend. Incidentally, he 
could explain the benevolent purpose of a Pro- 
clamation or a Resolution, and interview (with 
less than his usual courtesy) any individual who 
had misrepresented its intent. The Indian is 
accustomed to personal rule, and loathes bui’eau- 
cracy. Greybeards under the peepul - tree still 
love to talk of the “old sahibs” and their ways. 
What used to impress the writer was that the 
office of the eulogized individual was hardly ever 
mentioned — it was “Edwardes sahib,” or some 
other stalwart of the past, who had gone down to 
posterity as a wise, strong ruler, in his own name 
alone. It was the man they followed — as they 
would (given the opportunity) again. 
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There is no doubt that, largely owing to force of 
circumstances, this desirable relationship between 
Europeans and the people of the land is no longer 
what it was. Of course there is still a good deal 
of touring and camping done, but far less than 
there used to be. The principal cause of this is 
the enormous increase of correspondence and other 
business more or less necessitating the presence of 
the District Officers (especially the seniors) at 
headquarters ; but, it may be suspected, there is 
not the same liking for camp life as formerly 
existed. Ladies object to “living in their boxes” 
(whatever that means), and official recruits are 
not so much drawn from classes in which a love of 
sport is almost hereditary. Moreover, men do not 
stay long enough in their districts to thoroughly 
identify themselves with them, and to come to 
fully know their inhabitants and conditions. In 
many ways the influence of the Head of the 
district — the “king pin” of the administrative 
coach — and his assistants has been seriously 
reduced. 

If the present little work has any purpose (apart 
from that of pleasantly whiling away the time of 
its compiler), it is to suggest the expediency of, so 
far as is compatible with existing conditions, re- 
verting to the older system of making the personal 
element the principal factor in the local adminis- 
tration of India, and, by releasing District Officers 
as far as possible from clerical and routine duties, 
leaving them more time and leisure to mingle with 
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the people in their homes. It goes without say- 
ing that such officers should be most carefully 
selected ; — mere seniority should count for nothing. 
It ordinarily takes years for a European to learn 
to think as Indians think, and to master the 
difficulty of ruling firmly and without offence. It 
is given to some men to do this almost instinctively 
— others never acquire the faculty. As a dis- 
tinguished administrator once said to the present 
writer, “ some men can do anything with Indians, 
and others nothing.” It seems to be far less a 
question of intellectual attainments than of per- 
sonal character. But, in any case, it is a sine 
qua non in developing the informed sympathetic 
mental attitude so essential for success, that the 
official should possess an intimate knowledge of 
the language, religion, thoughts, and customs of 
the races among whom his lot is cast ; — and this, 
the author believes, can nowhere else be so fully 
acquired as in camp. This was the opinion of the 
older satraps, and this the system upon which they 
worked ; — and that is why so many of them could 
lead the people like a little child. 

The watchword for rulers in India to-day, it is 
submitted, is to keep touch with the masses — not 
the noisy minority in towns, but the simple voice- 
less millions who live in the Silent India, — who 
constitute at least two-thirds of the total popula- 
tion, and who furnish (the fact is worth noting) 
the recruits for the Indian Army and Police. 
They represent a great latent power, at present 
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inert ; but they are impressionable and credulous 
to an extraordinary degree. Despite untoward 
incidents here and there, there can be no doubt 
that the King - Emperor’s recent visit has very 
largely dispelled the mist which hung over the 
land, — that vague feeling of suspicious uncertainty 
which is called “ unrest.” Every one now knows 
we do not mean to quit the country, — every one 
feels he is not forgotten by the powers that be. 
But we must, it is feared, make up our minds to 
regard the existence of sedition as one of the per- 
manent and serious difficulties which the rulers of 
India have to face. It was always more or less 
there, though it feared to raise its head ; but we 
have in recent times manufactured a convenient 
medium for its extended and vicarious exhibition. 
The disturbing element, however, is still compara- 
tively small, and, given the requisite firmness, 
it should not be difficult to prevent its tainting 
the masses to any grave extent. The men on the 
spot should be able to do it ; but, if the writer’s 
views are correct, it is absolutely necessary to this 
end, it is repeated, that they should mix more 
freely with the people by constantly moving among 
them in the villages. Such progresses have been 
customary among Eastern rulers from time im- 
memorial, and, if properly conducted, should cause 
no hardship in the matter of obtaining supplies, 
&c. It is often said that times have changed — 
and the fact is not likely to be disputed. But 
the masses have not changed — or very, very little 
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— and the thoughts and feelings of the rural 
classes to-day are very much the same as those 
held by their forefathers when the great adminis- 
trators of the past established their strong and 
benevolent influence over them. Their aspirations, 
their ideas of proper government, and their con- 
ceptions of what goes to make life full and happy, 
are all totally different to those held by the so- 
called educated classes. Their modest craving, 
indeed, would seem merely to be left a little more 
alone. This attitude is perhaps rather disappoint- 
ing to the reformer, but is part of a heritage, it 
should be remembered, which has been handed 
down to them from the distant past, and is con- 
sequently not easily to be disturbed. To the man 
in the street (not necessarily obsessed with altru- 
istic sentiments, or particularly impressed with 
the necessity of taking up “ the white man’s 
burden ”) the position might appear to possess 
advantages for a ruling power. The point of view 
of the practical observer referred to is of course 
open to criticism. Still, there is the fact (to 
which he would probably attach importance) that 
with the Silent India contented, and its sons 
loyally serving under the British flag, we need 
have little fear for the safety of the Indian 
Empire. 
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336-338 

“ Mugger ” (snub-nosed crocodile), 
15S, 159 

Mnnker and Nakir, 161 
Mustard, 153 

Mutiny : Nana Sahib, 64 ; siege 
of Residency, 65, 66 ; Machi 
Bhawan, 66 ; Man Singh, 66 ; 
Sir Colin Campbell, 66 ; Alum 
Bagh, 66 ; Cawnpore, 66 ; 
Surgeon - General Sir A. D. 
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Home, V.C., 66; ayahs, 66; 
annexation of Oudh, 73, 76 ; 
sepoys, 73, 74, 76 ; Sir Henry 
Lawrence, 74; General Outram, 
74; General Sleeman, 74; 
anarchy and feuds in Oudli, 
74 - 76; Taluqdars, 70, 76 ; 

well at Cawnpore, 77 ; General 
John Nicholson and Sikhs at 
Delhi, 205 ; General Sir Henry 
Ramsay, 294 
“ Muezzin,” 69 

Nanda Devi, 298, 300 
Nanda Kot, 29S 
Nana Sahib, 64 
Nawab, 70 

“ Nawab i ” (time of Nawabs), 68 
“Neem,” 26 

Newspaper, 32, 184, 260 
Nicholson, General John, 205 
“ Nirbanis,” 210 
“ Nirmulas,” 210 
“Nullah” (ravine), 132 
“ Nylghai,” 137, 142, 143 

Officials of old regime, 350-352 
Omens, 180 

Opium, 95, 96 ; poppy, 94 ; Depart- 
ment, 95 

Oudh, 63 ; population of, 63 ; pro- 
portion of Hindus to Muham- 
madans, 63 ; situation, 63 ; 
natural features, 63, 64 ; Luck- 
now, Fyzabad, and Ajoodhya, 
65; Taluqdars, 70, 76; annex- 
ation of, 73 ; former condition 
of, 75 ; Oudh Commission, 77 ; 
Oudh Military Police, 78 ; life 
in, S3 ; villages in, 85-87 ; 
“dacoits,” 87, 88; agricultur- 
ists iu, 91, 92 ; wolf children in, 
145 

Outram, General, 74 

“ Pacheesi,” 201 
Palms, 153 
Panthers, 308 
“ Pandas,” 192 
Pandavas, 331 


Pandu, 199 
Paneh Chuli, 298 
“ Para” (hog-deer), 137 
Paranaa, 31, 72, 196, 198 
Pariah dogs, 29, 152 
Partridges, 155, 304 
Parrakeets, 24 

Pasis (swineherds), 173, 274, 280 
Pathans, 6 
“ Patwari,” 32 
Paths, in hills, 298 
Peacock, 129 

Peasant proprietors, 16, 17 
“ Peepul,” 28, 311 
Pelicans, 157 
Pensions, 70 
Personal character, 354 
Personal element, 353 
Pheasants, 37, 303, 304 
Pietro della Valle, 213 
Pig shooting, 141 
Pig sticking, 140 
Pigeons, 145 

Pilgrimage, 187, 206, 288 
Pines, 36 

Plague, 3, 5, 33, 319 
Plovers, 157 
Plutarch, 327 
Poinciana, 62 
Poinsettia, 62 

Police, 12, 270 ; Superintendent 
of, 78 

Poorhouses, 31 

Population : of India, 6 ; jungle 
tribes, 7 ; percentage under 
British Government, 12 ; of 
Oudh, 63 ; characteristics of, in 
Oudh, 73 ; former condition of, 
in Oudh, 74, 75; of Sikhs, 206; 
moral characteristics of Hindus, 
336 ; real nature of Hindus, 337, 
338 ; credulity of masses, 342 
Poplars, 36 
Porpoises, 161 
Port Said, 107 

Postal and Telegraph Departments, 
149, 150 

“ Poshteen,” 2S9 
Potters, 29 
Pratisthana, 72 
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Preserver (Vishnu), 1SS, 335 
Progressive spirit, 347-349 
Provincial Councils, 15 
Prisons, 235, 236 
Pryag (Allahabad), 187 
“ Punchayets ” (village councils), 
9, 33, 39 
“Purdah,” 1S1 
“Putties,” 290 

Quails, 145, 155 
Quatrefages, 301 

“Rabi,” 22, 23 
Rabies, 146 

Railways, 222-226, 232 
“ Raja Suja,” 200 
Rajputana, 72 
Rama, 72, 202, 203 
Ramayana, 198, 202 
Ramsay, General Sir Henry, 292, 
294, 326 
Raptee, 64 
Ravana, 203 
“ Rawul,” 334 
“ Reh,” 63 
Red Sea, 110 

Registration of births and deaths, 
93, 177 

Religions: Mohurrum, 11 ; Anim- 
ism, 39, 311, 344; Kedarnath, 
43, 45, 2SS, 331 ; Badrinath, or 
Badrinarain, 43, 45, 288 ; temple 
at, 332-336 ; bathing at, 332 
Shiva, 43, 194, 196, 288; Vishnu 
43,45, 187, 1 88, 1 94-196 ; avatars 
195, 338, 340, 345; Krishna, 45 
252, 332 ; Gautama Buddha, 64 
203 ; Jains, 67 ; Rama, 72, 203 
Koran, 94 ; Trimurti, Brahma 
Vishnu, and Shiva, 194-196 
rishis, 196, 33S ; Buddhism 
203 ; Hanuman, 203 ; Sikh re 
ligion, 204 ; Baba Nanuk, 204 
Granth, 204 ; Gurus, 204 
Kumbh and Adh-Kumbh, 207 
Brahma, 194-196, 2S8; Dryads 
311-314; shrines and tombs 
339 ; deified heroes, 340, 341 
Brahmanism, 342-345 


Religious ascetics aud mendicants, 
43, 47, 18S: Bairagis, 207,210, 
276 ; jogis, 210; sanyasis, 210 ; 
gosains, 210 ; sad h us, 210 ; 
faquirs, 210; chelas, 210 ; re- 
ligious orders, 210; akharas, 
210; dhannsalas, 210; Desert 
Philosophers, Vanaprasthas and 
Sanyasis, 211 ; Brachmaus, 21 1 ; 
Germanians, 211; Gioghis or 
jogis, 212; austerities of, 216 ; 
faquirs, 274, 2S5 
Residency, 65, 66 
Rhinoceros, 65 
Rice, 316 
Rig-Veda, 196 
Rishis, 196, 338 
Rivers, 159-161 
Roomi Darwasa, 68 
Rotations, 23 
Royal visit, 4, 5, 355 
Rhododendrons, 36, 302 
Runjeet Singh, 205 
‘ ‘ Ryotwari,” 16 

Sacred bulls, 29, 191 
“Sadhus” 46, 47, 210 
Sahet-mahet, 64 
Sakya Muni, 203 
Salt, 3S, 247 
“ Saligrams,” 335 
“Sambhur,” 37, 133, 305 
Sand grouse, 145 
Sanitation, 171, 209 
Sarus crane, 62, 156 
Saraghari, 205 
Sarasvati, 187 
Sanskrit, 196 
“ Sanyasis,” 210, 211 
Sedition, 5, 11, 355 
Sepoys, 73, 74, 76 
Sita, 203 
Shah Jehan, 163 
Shakespeare, 172 
Sharks, 112 
Shastras, 198 

Sherring, 195, 29S, 331 ; and 
Longstaff, 335 
“ Sheeshum,” 26 

Sheldrakes (Brahminy ducks), 163 
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Shiva (or Siva), 43, 194, 196, 
288 

Shiratori, Dr, 347 
“ Shikari,” 126, 130 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, 71 
Shock, 168 

Shrines and tombs, 29, 339 
Sikhs: 18; Baba Nanuk, first 
Guru, 204 ; oppression of, by 
Muhammadans, 204 ; Granth, 

204 ; Guru Govind Singh, 204 ; 
army of the Khalsa, 205 ; Sara- 
ghari, 205 ; Runjeet Singh, 205 ; 
Guru Teg Bahadur, story of, 

205 ; population, 206 
“Singh,” 204 

Siva (.see Shiva) 

Siwaliks, 188 
Sleeman, General, 74, 145 
Smallpox, 97 
Snakes, 160 
Snipe, 168 

Snowy Range, 189, 297, 298 
Social functions, 82 
Social system (in Hinduism), 343 
Solar myths, 202 
Soul, material nature of, 310 
Sport : 125 ; in Himalayas, 37, 
303-30S ; in Oudh, 98 ; tiger 
shooting, 125-131 ; tiger stories, 
132, 133, 137, 138 ; bears, 134- 
136, 306, 307 ; stalking, 136, 
138-140 ; accidents in big game 
shooting, 135, 136 ; pig stick- 
ing and shooting, 140- 142; 
riding nylghai and wolves, 142 ; 
antelope stalking, 143 ; hares, 
144 ; wolves, 145 ; quails, 145 ; 
foxes, 145 ; jackals, 146, 152 ; 
rabies, 146 ; curiosity of animals, 
147 ; wild dogs, 147 ; camping, 
14S-150 ; desirability of, 352- 
354 ; Postal and Telegraph 
Departments, 149, 150; tents, 
149 ; nights in camp, 151, 152; 
camping in Himalayas, 289, 299 ; 
aspect of Doab, 152-156 ; jheels, 
156 ; cranes, storks, and geese, 
156-158 ; usual wild-fowl, 162, 
163; duck shooting, 164-167; 


snipe shooting, 168 ; “ call of 
the wild,” 171 
Spruces, 36 
Squirrel, 203 

Stalking big game, 136, 143 
Strabo, 211 
Subtlety, 234 
Sudra, 197 
Suez Canal, 108 
Superintendent of Police, 78 
“ Suriyas,” 72 
“ Suttee,” 192 
Swarga, 202 
“ Sweeper,” 31, 209 
Syed Ahmad Khan, Sir, 13 

Taj Mahal, 163 
“ Taluqdars,” 70, 76 
Tamarind, 28, 62 
Tarai, 291 

Tea plant, 322; plantation, 321- 
Teals, 162 

Teg Bahadur, Guru, 205 
“Tehsil,” 270 
“Tehsildar,” 87, 270 
Tents, 149 
Tertullian, 340 
Terns, 157 
“Thana,” 270 
“Thanadar,” 270 
“ Thar ” (mountain goat), 37, 308 
Tharoos, 291 
Tigers in hills, 37, 305 
Tiger shooting, 125-131 
Tiger stories, 132, 133, 137, 138 
Tobacco, 23, 38 
Todar Mul, 214 
Tortoises (water), 161, 191 
Touring and camping, 353 
Towns : Hardwar, 43, 72, 188- 
192; Hari-ki-pairi, 188; bath- 
ing at sacred pool, 214 - 216 ; 
Lucknow, 65 ; Residency, siege 
of, 65-67 ; buildings in Luck- 
now, 68, 69 ; population, 

character of, 69, Court of, 70, 
71 ; Fyzabad, 65, 71 ; Ayood- 
hya, 72; Cawnpore, 70, 77 ; 
Pryag (Allahabad), 187 ; Kashi 
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(Benares), 1SS ; town in Upper 
India, 269, 270 
Trimurti, 194 
Trisul, 29S 
Trout, in hills, 327 
“ Tulsee ” (holy basil), 30 

“ Udasis,” 210 
“ Unrest,” 1-5, 11, 355 
“Usar,” 63 

Vaccination, 97, 9S 
Vaisiyas, 197 

Valleys (in Himalayas), 328 
“ Vanaprasthras,” 211 
Vayu, 199 

Vedas, 196, 197, 342 
Vedantist, 194 

Vegetation (in Himalayas), 302 
Village, 17, 25-30 ; in Himalayas, 
35-37, 315 ; in Oudh, S5-S7 ; 
headmen, 33, 39, 73, 150, 311 ; 
watchmen (in chowkidars), 32, 
173, 174, 177, 180, 283, 2S7 
Vindhya mountains, 156 
Virata, 201 

Vishnu, 43, 45, 1S7, 194-196 
Vivaswata, 72 


“Volunteers,” 263-205 
Voyage, 103 
Vrihaspeti, 198 
Vyasa, 196 

Watchmen (or chowkidars), 32, 
173-177, ISO, 2S3, 287 
Watching over water-hole, 127- 
130 

Water-mill, 317 
Water-supply, 68 
Weavers, 31 
Weaver-birds, 26 
Wells, 28, 6S 
Wheelwright, 29 
Wild dogs, 147 
Wolves, 142, 145 
Wolf-children, 145 
Women in India, 21 ; alleged 
degradation of, 93, 94 ; dowries, 
93 ; position in household, 250 ; 
in Himalayas, 309 

Yaks, 321 
Yudishthira, 199 

“Zamindari,” 16 
Zoffani, 71 
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